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That seemed to suit the stormy state of iiei's incertaiiindnd
The touch of care hiad blanclied lier chéek-her siu il was sadder now,
The weight of royalty hald pressed 'too heavy on lier brow ;
And traitors to lier councils camne, and rebels to the field
The Stuart sceptre well she swayed, buit the sword she coulid no wield.
She tiouglit of all lier blighted hopes-the dreais of yoiiti's brief .day,
A id sununoned Rizzio wvith his lute, and bade the iiiiistiel play
The songs she loved in.early years-the songs of gay Navarre,
The sonis, perchance, tiat erst were sunig by gallant Clatelar;
Tiey haïf ieguiled lier of lier cares, they soothed lier inîto siliies.
They won lier thoughts fromt bigots zeai, anid tierce domiestic broils
Butihark i the tramip of arued ilmen i Douglas' battle-cry l
They come-they come; and lo i the scowl o' Rutiven's hollow eye f
Anid swords are drawi, and daggers Ileani, and tears and vords are vain.
The ruflian steel is in lis heart-the faithii'utl Rizzio's slain !
Thei Mary Stuart brusied aside the tears that trickling fell
eNow for muy father's ari i " sue said ; " mîy woiniî's heart, farewei i

THE litisoN.
The scene was changed. It wYas a lake, withi one siail, jonely is)e,
And there, within the prison walls of its baronial pile,
Stern men stood nenacing their queen, till she should stoop to sign
The traitorous scroll that snatched the crowun fromt lier ancestral linîe;
I My lords ! my lords 1" the captive said, " were I bu t once more free,
With ten good knighîts on yonder shore to aid my cause and lue,
That parcimient wouid I scatter wide to everv breeze tiat,blows,
And once more reign a Stuart Queen o'er mty remnorseIess fotesI"
A red spot burned upon lier cheek, streaied lier rich tresses down,
She wrote the words. She stood erect-a queeri withouit a erowi.

THE DEFEAT.
Tue scene was chaîiged. A royal host a royal banner bore,
And the taitlfuil of tie land stoodi round their smnilig qIeen once More
She stayed tuer steed lpon a iil-sle sai tliei marclig hy-
She heard their shouts-she read success in every flashing eye;
The tumuîîîîlt of the strife begins-it roars-it lies away ;
Anid Mary's troops and banners now, and courtiers where are they?
Scattered and strewli, and flying far, lefenîceless and uindone-
Oh! God ; to see what she lias lost, and thilc whiat uilt lias voi
Awvay f-away i thy gallant steed nust act ud lagarW's part;
Yet vain lis speed, for thou dost bear the arrow in thy heart.

THE sCAFIrOD.
The scelle was chaiged. Beside the block a sullen lieaIsmîiai stood,
And gleamued the broad axe in his iàid that soon must drip vith blood.
Witli slow and steady step there caie a lady thrôugh the hal,
And breathless silence chained the lips, and touclhed the hearts of il

ici were the sable robes she wore-her wihite veil round lier fell,
And fron lier nieck there lîung the cross-tlie cross she loved so weL
t knew that queenly forn agai , thougI bliglited was its bloom ;
1 saw that grief iad decked it out-an otlering for the tomiîb I
1 knew the eye, thouigh faint its light, that once so briglhtly shone
1 knew the voice, thouighi feeble noiw, that th riiled with erery toue
I knew the ringicts, alinost gray, once tireads of living gold;
I knew tiat bounding grace of step-that syimetry of mnould.
Even now I sec her far away, in that calmt convent aisie,
I hear lier chant lier Vesper lymîîn, I mark lier loly smnile.
Even now I sec her bursting forth upon lier bridal morn,
A new star in the firmament, to liglt and glory borni.
Alas i the change; she placed lier foot upon a triple throne,
And on the scaffold now she stands-beside the block, aloie /
The littlé dog that licks lier lfnds, the last of all the crowd
Wlo sunned tienselves beneati her glance, and round lier footsteps bowed.
Hér neck is bared-the blow is Struck-the soul is passed away-
The bright-the beautiful-is now a bleeding piece of Clay 1
The dog is noaning piteously ; and as it gurgles o'er
Laps the warn blood that trickling runs unhieeded;to the floor i
The blood of beauty, weaith and power-tlhe heart's-blood of a queen-
The noblest ef the Stîart race-lie fairest earth had aecu-
Lapped by a dog 1 Go; thinkofit'insilened d aloiîè;
Then weigh aganst a grain O sand the glories tof a th rori.


