as mvxtm;_.,ly opm I0W, sunple an
imbtheilenotted trunlc of the: ‘appl
hroad, nvmdow-sxll' One"paep
Just onc pccp, to-see if’ there reallyawas 'Lskclcton thex-c. :
’J‘hw wis Al wrong; and: showed great wealkness, and-T-
“thrneds "uv'Ly onge or- fwice. lIono wr forbade the graifi- -
sutionof iy rr-urmstby, but tlie cYcitenrent wis deljghit=
ifulzithe ideaof a chmb—ﬂxe pecp-the; qlésé,citt;—-—thb
‘wuéretdignined, wand. nohe. e ser ! I Tresisted
“noTonger 3 bub.in o’ few iminutes sit: c\ulbmgl} mid i
‘the highibranches, nnd ‘erep thh ‘case: 'md s.xf(,ty to o
“rthe casoment; L :
Onece' thora, L-was! not sntlsﬁcd thh pccpmg;’but
‘duelking in; T'alighted i in“the - midst " of the mysterious
‘chamber, Tooked lound and what doyou think T ‘saw?
“You would never, never: uess, wexc you to’ pu//I(, your' i
bmms for twelve wonthis,. :
/T'he room wasbare, uttelly devmd of furniture of any-
dcscrlptlon, and-the ouly thing in: that, Blie’ Beard's"
~den was o’ slab of  pure’ wlutc inaible, lennmg againgt
‘thexwally and. fuslionéd s’ monumt.nl:s ‘crected “to the
“imemory. of the dead usuully ure, + Tliove were! chcrubs
coutothe cornersywavith’ \"mgs our:hctulxul and’ smxlmg
s dueesyt and there was ” an insgripion, legible “from o
“adistaneey sxgmfymg that ¢ Near tiis phcd 1"])0% the
) ~mortal remaing <of Scbnstum Mu«s, : qumrc; ‘ablanik
=< helngilaft for: theidate of ‘month‘wiid year of -dediased’;
beneathiwere several Tinos of vc:sxhcnuon, ‘thecompo-
. sition of my. unclc, and - his “spleliberary production.’
-he tablet, was™ evxdcntly (lcsygncd for the inside of a
“ghurel's and Lty lieve ‘menitioi “thit! My, *Moss | had ‘
= hoquientliod 'LiG0 to the: c]exgym ap in his will, £ séo that
" -hig-wishes were carvied - into’ cﬂcct, -and the tllbll.t wcll
p(nced
Tlow long I'gazed in blank 'mm/uncl' .ut the“unex-
'-:pc‘cfcd Sight bofore me ! It “wiisi* difHeult for me’ to |
renlise tho morbid eraving whicli had led’ to such
steange rosults—this’ wisl of an” obseure, unknown, .|
) ',hmdy old ‘man to lmve Als name wmcmbm-ed .11)'11(:
s from his deeds. :
After tho first nstonislunent subsulcd '[7 indulged
i henrty laugh, T had g Tieneil in my “pocket, mul
< sudden impulse of mischief * prompted me” to il up,
‘the blank spaces in minute ‘fairy-like™ text,” that day
fortnight being-the date 1 ¢hose to insert.  “Lhis. done,
L enutiously descended, leaving: the  window as 1 tound
ity nnd not somuch’ as distirbing a leaf out of its
pluco, by which I might . be discovered ‘as’ the daring
:porpotentor of the outmwc ) My ‘dress, indeed, was
torn, ind my haud' wans hur ;o but T perfectly sue-
- ceeded - in-voncenling hoth theso: disasters ; and T was
in bed long . ore T lieavd my. uncle return. . -Ie went
“to the'smpty-apartment, bt qt tickly “returned, having
~only romnined to close  and- seéure “the open “Window
After breakfast nexs molnm;J T leard - him sofely ‘enter
again A cansidorable timo longer “thinn ustindhe ro-
+mained ;rand whorthe :ania outy )oul-mg the dour care-
“ullyas:usunl; he' woub straight to his owu room; and did
- wot make: lua uppenrnnen be]uw» uniil’ dinner-wvas an-
snounced, - 1 ol vory sirryrto- see him” looking * puler
7 than’ever, sud with'a dmmht.d uir, s it somesweighty -
nn*im‘tum. imponded: My Newrt ™ began to qm\l\t- fir
"Luxm.mm : \\lnspucd by winst ﬂ\l\[mutv my nnpudcut

: 'nivay,j:md l‘osb all: ‘]ap'petit'e',

p'xsbed 'nvuy,

‘ Couldhe have dlscov

; 1'»makin’g“no_

whatever; T hecame ¢ dxc.adhﬂly alar med‘ t]u
‘was in awfal pumshmcnt ;7and:I

“bepossible; that myanéle’ attached’
inute “writing 2. On thee” eighth ‘day: fromitmy “a
‘of- ghe’ apple- ~troe “Unele: \[ossj hecamne to: ‘mueliworse,
that Mrs, “ Dawson wished"to eall in medical advice ; bub
])e‘ swould notTiear of it." Phat mommg he had: rcr,env(,d
a. letter from my mothcx-, ‘requesting him: to" s and’ god-

“atlior fo Ruth’slittle son; wlio:was to be named b(,b'xa- ‘

tian Moss. " At any ‘other time the 'compliment’ would

have dehghted himextremely’; now he merely adverted

“t0:it by saying, Well; Tam' glad' the tiame™wvill be per-

pctunted ‘25 the old bcbnm.m departs,” the young one ;

“comes.’  The strokeéatinot be averted ; “eoncealment is
- useless ;T have rcuewcd my c.tll, :md I Jmpe I am pre-
par ed to ‘'obey it.

When- 1 hear d him- speak.’ thus, I vagr rdmo:t (hs-
stracted 3 and without' another ‘moment?s “hesitation-I
shou]d h'we thrown myself’ on my:: kirees  heside " him,
“and confessecl -my - foolish - ‘trick. -But he btopped my
precipitancy: by kitdly saying, ¢ Berry, Twish tosay u
-few words to you, my dear.
+bo much longer in this world—in face imy: timie’is- nery
limited=rand I'desire you to pay par m,ul.u uttention'to
rwhatil'un going to! say.

~talee place whilst your are here, w hich'is moro than pro-
bable; you will send to IIuspxml Sereet formy sollicitor-;
sihe has) my wlll, and will'agtend *duly -~ toits -fulfilment,

Qut of my incomé 1 liave saved upwardsiof a tl\ousand .
tuth, and £300 for you; my

spounds’; £300 T mean for!
dear. - Nay,”do not weep;.you uiust ‘be: prepared ; for
“ T have reveived a my%tonous‘and ox tlemnly solemin
warning. A few days more, aid all will be over, Berry;

Zbue \\'Ulbh} Mrs, Dawson will tuke cave you. are pro--

: perly. conveyed back: to yous estiimable motlier Y to whotm
l)l’l.bel]b my parting affectiongte’ rémembraunce.”

‘Pour dear Unele Moss! Need 1 say what I did-—need
L repeat my confession,. delivored amid tear s, remorse,
and terrors wnspeakuble, for he disbulieved me at first.
It was impossibls 1. (,ould have gained ‘admittance to
that room, for the lock was-one that could not be tan-
pered \\'lbll; and as to o’ young lady climbing a high
tree, that was out ol the question. Nor until: I -con-
vinced him of the possibility, Dy vepeating - the npcn-
ment in his presence nexe morning, did - he signify his
belief of my assertion by an outburst of wrath. which
~did more * towards 1.!uht.::,m£: his. recovery. than my
“vonfession itself,  He, "Mr. Sclistian -Moss, ' church-

wavden, &e. &e.of  Branxholm, h.ul been duped and -

" laughed at by a littie sauey. grivl & She had wichessed
. liis exhibicion of superstition weakuess 3 she huad also

diseavered his - treasured . seeret: and would he not be

hold up as ai object.of ridieule -and contempt for the
1 P

vesidye o his ife -1 guessed -what " thoughts weve
passing in wy unele’s mind; s, I innocently said, ¢ [i-

- deed, indéed, dear :Unele Sebastinn, Uant so ashamed of
s mva--lf thut T will:never repeat the -eiretinstance even*

S tomyiown muthu' 3 say you forgive; me~phw mmnc
me, find four\,( i6.},

Cilidoe tor"‘ne \-ou. Bmemcc \Im: Jhe solgmnl\' an-
Cswored ¢ ¢ bun 1 \::muutjmquf. neither shall T sutier you

.t do solt

7T do not- think that T shall

“Should any™ sudden ‘ehange *

e
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