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Op SKATES IH FIESLPýHD.

(Froin an Englisli I'.per)TH-!E otlier day Hecerenveen wvas en.fete' T hirty
thousand Dutchmeuî had asseînbled on its

spacious flooded nieadowvs to sec wlîu \vere to carry
off the gotd and silver miedals and. tic bags of guild.
ers whichi wci*e to reward tlie %% itîtiers of the races.
Therc \\,eic 1Fr.eslatid men iii their skating garbs of
b!ack, velvet jackets and knickerbockers with ribboins
tied at the kinee, and parti-colorcd soin over
thecir stout calves. Maîîy of thenli wvore pe.ikcdt \ cI-
vet caps likec jockey., ; others favored tic scal skii
caps îvhichi one miay buy, so clieaply in Friesland
towns. XVith tlîc mii wcre îhe:r %vives and niothers,
and 1 dare say tlîeir grandinoîîcrs too, quite as
cntlîusiastic as teîslc.Tiese ladies %vere radier
aîîoialous ini thecir attire. ManY, if flot mnost of
îlîeî, liad covecd tlîeîr crowns uith ilie ancient
Jiead-drc.-sý of gol or sîlver plates, hield at the tem-
ples by gold or silver bosses, and %%itlî a liglit lace
cap of îîo snîall bcauty over Uic precious metal. So
far excellenit. If tîey, had becîî content wiîh sucli a
head-dress, 0îc ivonld ha;ve been %viiliing to say
Bravo! t0 it. Notliing is more odd and 3'et pictur-
esque îlîaî tliis valuable local casque uponl tlîe fair
liair of the girls. And, ccrtainly, of ilself it is a suffi-
cienîly potent protection against cold, if tlicy iîedcd
such protection. But Uîicy spoil al], and do but bur-
esque Uîicmselves,by, clapping a Paris liat xithî
feathers and peuidulous frippcry on top of tlîcir tra-
dilional casques. And, %worse still, tic white lace
whiclî frames the face lias a sad trick of înaking
cvery wvornitn w~ho ivears il look as if shie ivere a
a sexagenarian at the least.

Howevcr, as thc Fricliîîndcrs theinsclves are conî-
tent îîîaî tlieir ivonien slîould timus belie theiselvcs,
il is nioneof nîy businiess ;furîher tocoiîdenui theni.
And so wiii we wcre iii tic outskirts of Hcereuiveent
ive ail put on our sk-ates, anid in long comipanies
sr.ecdcd away by frozeti ditclics and mîndows to thc
great space, the flagns flying iii the midst of tvlîich
proclainied the race course of the day. 1l t vas a very
prctty scelle. Silo%%, lind faîlen anid lay to tlîc deptlî
of an inch or two. he surrounding country ivas
fiat, of course. A windinilt or îtvo, a clîurch spire,
some uniform trees-tiese wverc tic only conspicuouls
features agaIinsî Uic dull-grrey hiorizoni sky. But on
the ineadow wcrc tiousands of skatcrs of ail] agecs,
from the six-year-old boy iii iide brecclies and
abundance of self-reliance, to the hale and hecarty
folks of threescore aiîd ten, whlo ivent straight ahicad,
cigars in mouth and lîands behind tlîc back, without

showing one syniptoin of failing vigor. Therc %verc
sheds hcrc and there on the ice and divers enclosures.
The former wvcre for the obvious purposes of refreshi-
ment, for tic issue of tickets for the muiier spaces and
the bands of mnusic whiicl i nivcncd tic ïîipping
wintrY' clay an d unit freshi iimputlsc ilto oiic's f.iý-iggig
fect. M-o% i,,oll of wvalrn iik and gill alicl vther
strong drinks, as we'cî as tea and coffce and nîcat
sandwiches and buns, hand becn niaide- for lnanv
thousand pensons; and yct the supply wvas flot exces-
sive. I. is a stdiîding niave t Ui stranger hou' the
Dutchnian get s ]lis moîîey frc;mn a country apparently
often so uinthankful for the pans and labor lie bc-
stows upon it. IiiEgln an admission price of
is. Sd. %vould have acted very, prohibitivcly. Hlere
the guilders %vere thrown out of tlw pockcî as if they
wvere tiircepenny) pieces.
he races tlicmiselv-cs %vere %vii.t skating contests

always -are. There is not niucli scopie for diversity of
inanner iii bIating'. One mnizi prefers to use his
hiands like the sales of a windill, while another
kecps une arnm fojided iii the liollov of Ibis back, using
the other as a paddle or bai!anice pole, and a third
docs flot from first to last tinfold bis hiands from bis
back. Soinc prefer to skate uprigha, or ticariv so,
whilc others go at various ang-les. W~lien this is said,
it seeifls that ail necessary, suggestion is supplicd.
The openling hecats wvere intcresting, but not wvildly
so. The spectators did by no lmans mass thern-
selves denscly necar the starting and finishingy post.
They tco liad their course, and*tlhcy circumvented it
over and over agin xchianging greetings, and jests,
and w~h lot, î-iI cerul oy faces, and the most
lmeart3' tokess of enjoynient. The competitors for-
the rncdals and guisdcrs wverc moçt1y Diutchmen,
and of these the nmajority wvere Frieslâ-nderis. ; but
:Xltona and 1£ngi.lanid and :\încrica ich, also had
their reprecntatives.

There is nîo doubt about it :the interest of aIl
Fricsland wvas centcred mainiy upon tie performance
of Sniart, the Englkhminan, îvho lid gained bis laurels
cre this; and Donoghue, the Aincrican, îvho,
thougli a yourlî of but: twcenty or so (and tlierefore; in
thc opinion of Fricsland, by no means a mature
ska.ter), liad corne to Hierenveenl with vcry strong
credetitials. The results proved that this %Vas justi-
fiable. It wvas certainly a litIle galli ng for the honest
Frieshanders to sec the championship? of the amateurs
fit to the American, and that of tic professionals to
thcenism ; wlîilc thecir own countrymen had to
takec second and .third place througbout. But tlîey
aire a generous race of people. Besides, thcy fccl an
affinit)y ;vith us Englisli that tlîcy féel with îio aller
people. The Englishiman wlîo asks for butter and


