
MR. FLINTSHIRES MARRIAGE
Mr. Flintabire retiied from the Indien

civil service at tho age of 50, and retnrned
ta England witb the fixed intention cf mar-
rying for maney. ]3eing a bachelor, his
pension was mare than sufficient for bis
wants, and his savings amounted to a con-
siderabia fortune. But hie was a very car.
fui man, ta say the least, and hoe had alwayas
cherishod the idea of finding a rich wife who
would keep hlm. Hitherto hoe had been un-
successful, because h. liad, ta a limited
extent, allowed sentiment ta interfere with
bis cboice. But uow tbat bis incarne baed
diminished in consequence af bis rotiremont,
bie resolved ta b. guided entirely by expedi.
ency, and ta permit neither age nor auay
ether disqualification ta baulk bis design.

It la hardly surprising that with suoh
broad-viewo as this be haed, cmparatively
littie difficulty in discavering his appor-
tunity. Rte wss cbattiug one day with bis
doctar in rather a despondent maad, in con-
soquenco of the unsatisfactary state of bis
liver, wben tbo medical gentleman, ta choer
hlm, rernarked :

66My dear sir, yen need nat feel unoasy.
You will be weli in a month, and yon will
live ta b. as brisik and lively at 84 as aid
Mrs. Mumbiewaod."

"Who la Mrs. Munblewoad Y" inquired
Mr. Flintribire.

"A patient cf mine-a wonderful eld
lady. As I tell yon, ah. is 84, and yet cames
te see me in an omnibus ta save a cab fare,"
said the doctor, laughing. IlYou will bard.
ly believe it wben I tell yau abo is enarmans-
ly wealthy."l

"In ah. a widew T" inquired Mr, Flint-
sbire, pricking up bis ears.

" Yes. Rer husband was aid Mumbie-
~wod, the contracter, wha died wortb, us

'ý1oy- say, a quarter af a million. The cld
feliow came fromn notbing, but the widow la
a abrei4 olover aid lay, sa brisk as you
or I.'

IlShe cau't lant mucb longer, I suppose?1"
reznarkêd Mr, Flintabire, absently.

"'Wall, that is a profeasianal secret," said
the dector, laughing again. IlHowever, it
s safe te predict that ah, heas lived the boat
part of bier lifo."

"I sbeuld like ta seo bier," aaid Mr.
Flintabire, in quit. a hearty tane for hlm.
"'The sigbt ai ber will do eue mare goafi
than a course af medicine."

IlIt will boe cheaper, at any rate," a'aid the
dactor, witb uncenacieus irany. IlLet me
see-4 ahauld like te bave a look at yen next
woek. Now, Tueaday marning at 12 a'clock
iq aid Mne. Mumblewood's heur, and yen
migbt arrange yaur visit accordingly. "

Prabably the dactar bad no other designa
in bis mind than thewisb, te seure anather
fat, sud lu this bie succeeded, for Mr. Flint-
sbire at anc. undertoak ta eall an the day
and at tho heur montioned.

it sooms incredible that any man should
aerlousy tbink ai paying court ta an aid
lady of 8. Yet r, Flintabire was quito
prepsred ta do se, if if~ turned ont that Mirs.
Mumblewood was anythinq like os ricb as
waa supposed, and ho made the appointment
with the mont deliberate intentions.

lie bsd ne difflculty lu iesrning ail ebout
thse oid lady, wbo, resided. in Sican atreet,
sud wus well known in the neighborhaad.
The resuit af hi& inqufries was bigbly satis.
facory, for tbougb the deceased contracter
bad net lef t anytbing 11k. a quarter ai a
million, thse widow hafi inherited a large far-
tune, which muet bave cansiderably increas-
ed in conarquence afilber penuriaus habits.
She lived in a sn.ali bonse, sttended only by
two aid servants wbo had been respectively
cook and butier ta bier late busband. She
could bardly bie apending £500 a year, ta

tqudge frum tihe stories that were tald about
er, sud tbe natural inference was that lier

aavln« abust sione amount ta a fortune.
Under tise circumatances Mr. Flintahire

did net Eail ta keep bis appoiutment. He
ccnsidered the widow an excellent chance,

adthough her miserly projiensities rather
inefrdwith bin original design afi be'n

suppcrted free of expense, this drawbIOkn
was counterbalanced by thse probability of
bier speedy demine. Even if be abould have
te keop bier for a few pasrs, bier fortune,
wbicb would nome ta bam, would oniy b.

praorloutey iorase. Re therfe
quit ade up bie mmud ta marry ber, uer
dld bspurpos waver when ho found Mrs.

umblewcad au illiterate old lady, with à
skin like parchment, s face that might have
been carved froin a blckeof woad, and a
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tangue tisat was canstantly aaying bitter te oblige Mr. Flintshire than fromr any
thinga. interest h belt lu the ciiscnssion-judgiDg,

Tise meeting at the docter's bouse, which at least, fromn bis toue and manner. NtbinDg
was their firit introduction, soan nipened mare passed at this remankable interview,
inta intimacy. Mr. Flintasire " made the but the next day Mr. Flintshîre propesed ta
ranning "-ta use a aportiug phrase-with Mrs. Mumblewood and wau irnmediately an-
dexterity and determinatian. Hie iuaisted cepted.
en giving the widow a lift home in a cab, Aiter this matters went smoetbly enough,
aud froni tisat day forward bie nover failed and though Mr. Flintabire fretted a goed
te send bier sanie little taken ai regard. deal about the £50 bie had prornused te
Sinigularas it may appear in au oid lady ai Nnrnb, be did net consider the monev tbrown

84, Mrs. Mumbiewood was evidently fitter- away. Thse alacrity with wbicb Mra. Mumble-
ed by those attenýtioa, and, thaugis she sean waai had accepted hlm plainly rov.aled that
iutimated ta hlm ah. suspected ho liad. de- hoe owed bis succesa te the butier's interier-
signa ou bier fortune, ah. readiiy accepted once. When once he was rnarried bie flatter.
bis assurance that bis politeneas arase fromn td hiniseif that Mr. Nnrnb's dominion would
pure friendship. Befere long Mr. Flint- san came te an end. Meanwbiie, it was
sbire gat inte tbe habit ai calling nearly prudent ta b.e polit. ta hlm, for since ho
overy day, and theugis tise haspitality hoe re. acted as the nid lady's confidential advlser,
eeivod wua ai a very moagre kind, ho cauld hie might make bimself disagroeabie by ne-
nat belp admiring the strict econemy which gesting settioments and other undesirabie
tise widow practiced lu bier dernestie ar- complications. Mr. Flintabire bad previens-
rangements. ]y discavered that the hutier was a rernark-

ýIt was oniy naturai, bowever, tbat the ably shrewd man of business, and bad
aid proverb about the course ai true lave served lu bis youth as a clerk in a lawyer's
nover rnning smocotb sbauid have been ex- office.
eniied lu Mr. Flintahire's case. If the Nothing of. the klnd occurred, however,
Wl 0w received bis attentions with compla- and the marniage was perfarmod in a neigh.
cent satisfaction, be was mucb las favor- honing churcb witbont fusa or ceremeny.
ably regardod by anether member ai the Mr. Nnmb recived bis £50, tovether witb
hausebold. Hie percoived that b.e liad su a promise ai a risen lu wagea, whioh Mr.
enemy in the butien frin the firat moment Flintabire intended, lu bis ewn mind, as a
that ancient retainer opened the doar te preliminary ta dismissing him. The weddiug
hlm. This individual was a aurly, nat ever- banquet and the anspicions event in no way
dlean old man cf 60 or thereabouta, Whose disturbed thse even tenon ai the bauscbeld.
chief dutiesi appeared ta ho ta ke.p aif n- The enly change that occnrred was that
truders fnam his mistresa, aines b. apparent- freni bencefontis Mr. Flintahire was promet-
ly discbargod ne ather functians. It wau ed ta the dignity af paymaster ai the estab-
perfectiy obvions that aid Numis was jeoi lishment, the widew steppirsg aIl supplies
ai everyane wha entened the bouse, sud, with promptitude the marnent ah. bad
probabiy, baed. an eye to bis spistreas' fortune. changed bier name.
Hewas nove r polit. te Mr. Flintahire, Mr. Flintasire did net trouble te anneunce

thengh the latter, f rom motives ai poioy, bis wedding lu tise papiers. Tiser. was ne-
tok great pains te makte bimseli agreeable, tiig te be gained by doing se, sud bis wiie
aven gaing ta the iongth of an occasianai did net appear te desine it. Ho settied down
gratnity. Uniortunately the man appeared readily euough ta bis new state of lii., sud
ta bave canaiderabie influence with the old devated biniseif ta ministering ta bis wife's
lady, wbo was evidently a littie afraid of comfort lu s very landable mauner. The
hlm. Mr. Flintahire, whn did not intend te cisief aim h.e hadl in view was ta prevent bier
bie reiusod when hoe made bis praposai of iramn makîng a will. lie strougly suspeted
marriage, realized that he muet not leave that abe had made on. beore ber marriage,
Mr. Numb eut af bis calculations. Thse lu wbich tise name ai Mn. Namb figunod
cause q nnce was that, after mpature delihena. oonspicuoualy; but that document was naw

tin- a one day aed tise butier ta give nuil sud vold by oporatian ai iaw. If bis
hlm'a iew wards lu private, and thus deliv- wifo, therefore, did net make a fresh une hie
ered himehi: wonld, at bier deatis, isenit everything as

"Mr. Numb," b. aaid, mysteriouaiy, bier huaband, and ho was, accordingl7, quite
"bas tise pcasibility ef yaur mistroe rnarry. content ta beave matters whero tbey were St

ing again ever oceunred ta yen T" present.
"Ne, it baina't," aaid the man, shartly. If Mr. Flintsire desenved damestie hap-
"Weil, Mr. Numis, perbaps not, thangis nea% as a reward.fer bis porseverance, ho

yen could bardly bave imagined tisat I oould oertainly did net attain that desirable con-
se. se muais ai that excellent lady as I have summatien. Ta beglu witis, bis wife was
done iateiy wîthout conceivinq a very gest cratcbety sud fractions, as aid people gener-
re ard for bier. Naw, snppcaing," eaid Mr. ally are, but, in addition te tise failings,
Flntaisire, quit. jocosely, Ilsupposinig I ah. possessed a remarkably vigoraus tomn-

were te aspire ta gain yeur mistreas' hand, per. Mr. Flintabire, ta serve bis awn pur.
wbat wculd yen Bay?' poses, staid by bier aide frorn mening tili

I sbould say, don't yau wish you may night, and ase made a perfect slave ai hlm.
got it Y" neturned Numis, calmly. Being rnorhidly feaifal of offendiusg bier, hoe

I arn quite serions," said Mr. Flintabire, dared nat venture ta retaliate, and nover
frowning a littie. Il0O course, I know it la wus an unhappy busbsud mare honpecked
net usual fan a gentleman ta cenuat a lady's than ho. Anatisen source af annayance was
butlen befare prepesing marriage te ber. that tise wbole iosaua.bed seomed ta be lu
Indeed, tise ides h nridienieus. But yelbane ta pnder him. Tise simple domestie
have lived lu yaun mistress' service sa long arrangements wbich bad anffieed wben tise
that ase regards yen as a fniend sud adviaer, old lady iseld tise pures were ne longer auf.
and, under tise circumatances, I tisink it auli Sicient. Ris wiie was tise firat te proposea
rigbt ta mention tise matter ta yOU. more liserai table, and Mn. Nnrnb manifeat-
word frin yen, Mn, Numb, g.jt prove ed s penfeetly fiendiais ingenuity in auggeat-
very usful." ing coatly little dishes for bier. In a ward,

"IVery likeiy," naid Mn. Numb, lu au tise boudekeeping expensea increased toan
orseular toue. encrmons extent, sud ail attempte at intre-

" 'Well, now, cerne, Mr. Nurnb. Just con- ducing aconorny preved unavailing.
aider. I am net a fealish sud extravagant Tise luat, but net the lesat, af the bride-
man wbe wauld play dueksand drakes witb groom'a troubles was tise presence in the
your miatrea' rnaney. On tise cantrary, 1 hanse ai Numb, the bution. Se bang as this
arn a careful man, sud nat a pacreone either. mian remained, Mn. Flintaisire felc that hie
I .tbiuk we sbould live a littlè botter, wassanly the nominal bead cf the establisis-
Numis, if I wero master bore ; yenn wages me1 nt. Mn. Numb did preeiseiy a hoe pleas-
migbt ho raised ; and-and-welI, Numb, on ed, and. bis influence with bis miatresa show-
rny wedding day, I dan. say I migbt give ed no ai gns ai diminkishing. Yet Mr. Flint-
yen a flve.pound note. Wbat de you aay sbire did net see bis way ta getting nid af
te that ?" buhi. If h.e attempted te egercise bis authari-

Mn. Flintabire apoke in bis mont earnoat ty bis wife might b.e dniven te take soins
and persuasive tons, but failod ta move a desperate canra.. Ho ventnned an one ce-
muse[eoai Mr. Nurnb's stalid face. casicu ta isint tisat Numb's services migbt

"'On-or ton. Shah we say ton, Numb T" with advantago b.e diapensed witb, but tbe
said Mn. Filuntabire, oagerly. suggestion eabbed forth sincb a torrent cf ne-

IlMake it fifty," aaid thbe butien, with s proaches sud invectives that Mn. Flintahire
perfectby impusave ceuntenance. trembled at bis tomerity. I1lnmb staid an

"l"Fifty I Bissa my saul. Abeni 1 ît's a sud bauuted bim liko s venitable Old Man
very large snm," gssped Mr. Flintahlne. oi tho 8ea, drawiug bigis wages, incneaping

Ilý two aplit tise aifféence sud meet tise weekly bil, sud *wbat was Ian wonse,
balf-way. Bay twonty or twenty-five." enjoying tise langer ahane ai bis wife'a cen.

"Fifty," ropeated NuniS, atubbornly. fidence.
"Wall, weiI I fifty, thon, " aid Mn. Pl in Tise oue brigbt asaat in tise midat ai Mn.

sbire, with roalgustian, 'J'It'. s largeosum, Flintsbire's tribulktion wus tisat his wif e
but -. liawevor, siay fifty."l evincedunedeisire t4make awill. Ho titre

The Initier aid lii ty, apparently rather fane fait toienabiy %ecutu about thes. uW

which wau a great consolation to hlm. Never-
thesau, a year of this auxious life £ô uncier-
mined lis constitution that, iu ail prob.
ability, another twelvemonth. would have
either killed him or rendered hini hopeiessiy
imbecile. Fortunately for hlm, these dread-
fui contingencies were averted by the sud-
den death of the old lady, wbo expired in
lier sloop without having given the alightest
mneication of her approacbing end.

The sad event bad much the same e-ficet
upon the bereaved huaband as a sun,,ner
sbower has upon a parched gardon. it re-
vived him instantiy and called forth ail his
former energy and vitality. lus tirst stop
was to make a minute and careful examina-
tien of the deceased iady's effects, without,
as leh adl anticir-ated, finding a trace of a
wiil. The precautian was hardly necessary,
for b.e was certain afhe had flot made one,
but the search satisfiod bis mind, and hie lest
no time in venting his revengfal feelings
against Mr. Numb. Re nursed bis rosent-
ment until the day of the funeral, but im-
modiately n on his returu from foilowing
hie wife to t he gravo hoe summrned the butier
ta bis prononce. The man sbufflcd into the
roam with a hang-dog look, as though ho
anticipated bis fate, but Mr. Flintshire re-
marked that his expression was insolent and
dofiant.

IlNumb," said bis master, sharply ; "you
will be good enengh to beave this bouse
within an hour. 1 wen't stand any more (f
yanr insolence, and it was only ont of con-
sideration for the poor lady who bas gone
that 1 have bon. with younos long. 1 wil
pay you a month's wages, and I wamn you
net ta attempt to make off with any of my
property."' " 4

-Irwo can play at that Rame," snarled
the hutier, fumbling in bis pocket, and pro.
ducing a document. IlSuppose this honse
and evorytbing in it waa xny property, and
1 was to ask yen ta clear ont; w at would
you say then?"

.oit is aerfectly idie proposition," said
Mr. Flintshiro, loitily. ',Wixat la that
paper V"

Iitisia copy of the aid iady's will. My
lawyer bas tIse original."

"1la it dated aince my marriage 1" inquir-
ad Mr. Flintshlre, with a cbadeofa auxiety.

IlOh, no 1-long bofore," answered the
butier, with a grin.

"lThon, it is not worth< the papor it ln
written cn," said Mr. Flintshire, waving
aside tho dLocument. "I6 den't want ta e
it. It is of no consequenoe wbatever."

I shouldn't b. toce sure if I was you,"
returned Numb, maliciously, as ho put the

ae back In bis pocket. IlI fancy you
wil1 lug h the other side of your montb be-
fore the day la out."

"1Get out of my sight this instant 1" cried
Mr. Flintslbire, ioeing bis temper. IlIf yon
bave nlot loi t the bouse within an hour 1
shali send for the police."

The butier appeared quit. unmoved by
thia threat, and disappearod with perfect
seif-posaoasiofl. Riis confident air troubled
Mr. Flintahire a littie, tbough hoe hardly
knew why, It was obvions that the man
did not believe that the wil hoe spoko of was
void, but; that was Only bis ignorance.
Neverthele5s, Mr. Fllntshire resolved- ta
eadu immediateiy Upan the firin af solicitors
who had been in tho habit of acting as hi.
wifo's logal advisers, and aooordingly hoe
haiied a passing hamomn, and drove te
Lincoln'& inn.

IlAre you Mr. Flintabire 1" inquired the
senior momber af the firm in question, upon
bis new client being ushered in, "lthe gen-
tleman wbe recently married aur lats client,
Mrs.-Mrs. Mumblewood T"

IlYes," auswered Mr. Flintsbire, strnck
wïth uneasinesa at somothing strange in the
lawyer's toue and manner. IlPossibly you
were unaware of Our marriage.1'

II neyer heard ofit tili to.day. I regret
ta say I have ta make a most extraordinary
and painful communication ta you," saîd the
iawyer, speaking as though hoe could bardiy
realize what ho was abaut ta say. I have
bad Mr. Nutmb bore this morning, aud it
was from, bim I hoard of yaur-your mar-
ring."3

"*Good heavens, what is the mnatter ?"
gasped Mr. Flintahire, beside himself with
nervous apprehensian,

11I really bardly like te break the news to
you, but tho fact in aur lato client waa
sacretly married ta this Mr. Numb sainse
pears ago. I had no iclea af it tili this morfi-
iwq. - bti the most extraordinar state of
things 1 ever beard cf in my lf, adthe
lawyer, leaning back ln bia chair.

6,Its a lie-a bae, infamous eonspiraey 1"
oried Mr. Flint4hire, fguduig at the aaQuth,


