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THE CONVENTION AT MILTON.

The convention that was held last weck at the county town of
Halton was one of unusual interest and importance.  Halton is the
only:-county in Ontario in which the Scott Act is in opcration, and
while the friends of temperance have been watching cvents there
with the deepest interest, the opponents of the measure have been
doing their utmost to make it a failure. A repeal-vote having been
threatenced by the anti-Scott party, the temperance men called a
convention to discuss the situation, and to provide organization to
resist any attempt to bring back the days of whisky rule. The
reports made by the delegates to that convention are encouraging
in the extreme. The Act has proved a success fully equal to the
expectations of its warmest advocates, and the people of Halton are
cvidently determined to resolutcly fight for the retention of the
bencfits it has conferred upon them.

Onec of the objcctions most frequently urged against prohibition
is the difficulty of cnforcing it. The expericnce of Halton is
that the Scott Act there is enforced as well as the iicense act in
other localitics. It is casier to prohibit cvil than to permit and re-
strict it. A thorough-going measurc of prohijbition would be casicr
of enforcement than a partial one.  The success of the Scott Act
utterly refutes the (so-called) argument against total prohibition—
that it would be impracticable.

Other countics that have been considering the question of voting
upon the Scott Act will now be encouraged.  They may Grop hesi-
tation and boldly go in to work and win, confident not only that
their cause is good, but that their ciforts arc hopeful, and that suc-
cess will mewn real benefit to the temperance causc, and practical
advantage to the whole community.

It must always be borne in mind that the Scott Act is not what
wewant. It isgood as far as it gocs, but it has been accepted by tem-
perance men only as an instalment of legislation. It was taken hold
of, for the purposs of showing (1) that prohibition is practicable,
(2) that the sentiment of this county is in favor of prohibition,
Both these points have now been scttled.  Our position has been

triumphantly established, and there does not exist any more excuse
for merely tentative legislation. \We will go on doing all in our
power to extend the operations of the Scott Act, but at the same
time we more carnestly than ever reiterate our demand for what there
can now be no rativnal preteat for deny ing us —total, absolute pro-
hibition of the manufacture, importation and sale of alcoholic bever-
ages.

THE CONFLICTING LAWS.

Sir John A. Macdonald has assured the House of Commons
that the McCarthy Act will be put into operaticn, and that liquor
sellers will be required to take out licenses in co npliance with its
provisions. As we pointed out some time ago, the decision of the
Privy Council in Quecn vs. Hodge did not in terms deny the right
of the Dominion Parliament to restrict and license the liquor-traffic.
So far there have been definitely settled only two points, namely :
1. The Dominion Parlidment may prohibit. 2. The Local Legis-
lation  may license and restrict. No  ultimate  decision  has
yet been given as to the right of the Dominion Parliament
to hiense and restrict the traffic, cven as 4 matter of trade
and commerce. It would scem strange, however, if an author-
ity that could go so far as to say, “’There shall be none,
could not go so far as to say, “There shall only be few.
Neither has it been definitely decided that the Local Legislation
which has the right to prohibit ncarly all sale in the interest of good
government and morality, has not alsu the right, upon similar
grounds, to prohibit the indefinite remaining sale.  As the matter
now stands, anyonce who intends to sell after the first day of next
May, must take out two distinct licenses from two distinct
authoritics, cach of which claims the right to prohibit all sale that
it docs not specifically permit.

It is strange that clectors, and legislators,and interpreters of legis-
lation,and cven liquor-dealers do not grow sick of this endless, weary,
fruitless waste of time and energy and means in vainly endeavoring
to regulate an cvil that cannot be regulated. Itis alinost universally
admitted that the liquor-traffic is evil. Any sanction of what is evil
must be immoral.  Liquor-license laws are a disgrace to our statute
books, and we ought to at once abandon these miscrable, unsuc-
cessful, crime-producing attempts at regulation, and manfully come
out for the only right and only practical method of managing a
wrong-abolishing it altogether.
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THE ONE QUESTION.

It has been the fashion to sneer 2t any movement in favor
of Temperance. Rum and beer drinking has been treated as a mat
ter in which only those who drank Lad any right to be considered—that
it was something that the public had nothing to do with.

Under certam conditions this might he correct. If rum was as innocent
as beef steak, or, 1f looked upon as deadly  poison, i€ the comsumer were
the only one to suffer, this might pass current.

But 1t so happens that this s ot the case. There is not a drop of rum
consumed that does not affect the puldic at lage as mudh as the consumer.
Consequently the pubiic has @ ught tosay sumetblng as to how and on
what terms it can be used.

An examination of the pulice rejeorts and the records of the criminal
courts will disclose the fact that go pet wente of Wi the criminality in the
country i» the dircet feult of the wse of intovicants  Fxery one familiar
with the statistics of pauperista knows that o per cent of thase who are
public charges come to this 0ad otate through the use of stimulants,
Everybody who knews angthing knows that rum is the fint edoeator in
crime, and the final finisher of the eriminal.  Everybody knows that rum
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