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™ PIIE ORDER OF WORSHID.
Fdftor DRITISIE AMRRICAN PREARYTERIAN,

Sir,—In addressing youn on the subject of
the Ordor of Worship, 1 am aware thet I
am treading on dangerous ground. The
projudicos of many of our older membors
aro so deop-seated on tho question of the
form of sorvico, that tho mere movting of
the possibility of the introduction of a chango
is rogarded almost asheresy. Suchoxtreme
viows unfortunately oxist to & considerablo
extent, and when any ono is bold enough to
suggest o change, ho is too frequontly met
with the accusation of being an innovator
or & ritualist, and his reputation for * car-
nnlity " is established. Like most preju-
dices, these narvow ideas aro based on ig-
nortanco. Thoso who jnsist most strongly
on tho present order of sorvice, and de-
nounce any dopariure from it as being un-
Presbyterian, aro usually most ignorant of
the many changes through which the ritual
of our Clhurch hrs passed, of tho remarkablo
elasticity of Presbyterianism, and of its ca-
pacity of addpting itself to altored conditions
and circwnstances, Tho prevailing popular
ignoranco of the history of tho Church, and
of its principles, is truly Inmentable, Many
scem to regard the form of worship as bomng
in fact Presbyterianism, and entirely over.
look those great principles of church gov-
ernment, whicharoits fundamental strength
and glory. A cheap, barn-like structure for
2 place’ of worship, execrable music, and an
order of publio service dovoid of everything
to attract, are, it would appear, to somo tho
test of a standing or falling church. What
would such persons think when they talk so
glibly of the great work of John Knox in
destroying those magnificent churches which:
adorned Scotland, of ‘being told that Knox
in person went out to-save the Monastery
of Scoon from violence when threatoned by
tho “rascalmultitude.” Io desired,indeed,
to purge the churchesfrom altars andimages,
but as for “ Mr. Knox preachirg the pulling
down of churches,” writes Baillie, ** it is
like the rest of your lies.” The Firat Book
of Disciplino required, that the churches be
with expedition repaired, *lest that the
Word of God and ministration of tho Sacra.
ments, by unseemnliness of the place, come
into contenxpt.” It also provides that the
churches should have *such preparation
within as appextainethas well to the majesty
of the Word of God as unto tho esse and
commodlity of thepeople.” It was not Pres.
byterianism that provided thoso wrotched
structures known as * parish churches,” and
which, it soems, it is thought Presbyterinu
to imitate in this couatry, but it was, as
Melville writes, * the insatinble sacreligious
avarico of earls, lords and gentlomen,” en
whom the burden of covstruction fell in ex-
change for the confiscated ecclesinstical and
monastic lands. We find, nlso, to give one
other instanco of change, that in the mattoer
of prayer kneeling was the common posture,
In 1587, the Glasgow Session enjoined ** all
persons intimo of prayer to “ bend thoknee
to tho ground;"” and again in 1595, the Pres.
bytery of Glasgow oxders sll to *humble
themselves on their knees in the Kirk in
timo of prayers” In 1607, we read of the
members of the Synod of Perth kneeling
when engaged in prayer, and in 1639 wofind
that the covenanting avmy twico a day
“simultancously knelf in prayer” It is
well known thatCalvin'sidea was, that there
should be 4 Liturgy, and in it spacesfor free
prayers. Kuox alsa entortnined the samé
viows, of which his Liturgy-is a standing
memorial. His Liturgy was, during the
anti-prelatic period, regwlarly wsed in
the ghurch. Itwasoenly the stienpt of
the King and his Bpiscopsl friends to sub-
stitute-the English Liturgy in its placo that
drove the church into the alandonment of
its service. From tho violenco of theso at.
tempts, so intense did tho feeling against o
Liturgy become, that we read of somo who
“scandered ot tho Lord’s Prayer and the
Belief" (or creed), and the Laivd of Lickie,
ouo of the leaders of this party, is reported
to liave said that the Lord's Prayor * was
but & threadbare prayer.” Tho church,
however, notwithstanding its repugnance to
Fpiscopacy, repeatedly condemnod those
persons, and charaoterized thewr alteration
in the order of worship-as * novations,” de-
hotnoing thom as freely and keenly as wonld
now be done to -any-who desired to sce the
suciont usagos revived. Henderson was, as
we read, ‘“passionately opposed:to the con.

Preshyterian fors ; and Caiderwood, as
\Vr@ow telle us, wag foueli ‘attached $o
out aoi('l Titurgy and forns It may, in
baming, Lo added ne & wordJdl warning,
(4 the extrems views of these' “nova.

ceits™ of those who abandoned the old

tions” rent the Cluwoh and propured the
way for tho introcuction of Episcopacy.

But onough has been saul to show that
our form of worshup 18 regneated by no
Mcdian law, aud that it 18 cust in no stereo-
typed would.

In common with mavy others, particu.
1atly with those who reside in largo towns,
whero 80 many mducements arc offered—
and that too offectuslly—to withdraw the
younger membors from our communion, 1
feol that some modifieation in the form of
sorvico is imperativaly called for. It has
always appesred to me that the element of
dovotion onters too little into our sorvice,
Thore ia teo much sermon, and too litile
worship. Tho prayers seom usunlly to be
offered without any regard to the div' »in-
junotion, regarding * fetness' of w rds,
and as a consoquence, the further comnniand
as to the ** choice ™ of words is equally over-
looked. Whon departing irom the «.vino
model, wo do not improve on it, and too
often the prayers wo hrten to are rambing,
sermonizing, and repulsive. Brovity and
frequency seem to be requirementsof Scrip-
ture, while prolixity and-rarity seom to form
the ceclesiastical iderl,  Of onr music, gon-
erally, tho less said thebetter. It is simply
disgraceful. Tho louder the voice of tue
loader, the greator scems to be his qualifi-
cation-in tho popular opinion, and stentor-
ian shouts tako tho place of grave, sweot
melody.” Now, whatis the consequences
of all this? They are only what might be
cxpecled. The younger mexbors, who aro

ctter eduented than many of their paronts,
in cominon with otherswho in secular mat.
ters are nceustomed to see things managed
with taste, and propricty naturally Jooking
for tho samo qualitics in the conduct of ec-

their absonce, and repelled from our com.
munion. Not only so, but there are many
persons who, without any vexy decided con.
victions, feeling that the Preshyterian form
of Church government i8 tho best, yot do

account of the .ff)gjhi"df wotship. I havo
heard it said that ihe doparture of such was
of littlo moment, but I ain of a very differ-
ent opinion. Tho loss of our adherents is
of the utmost consequence. Balioving as 1
do that the Presbyterian Church hasin every
country maintained the punty of doctrine
in a pre-cminent degree, I deeply regret that
persont should ever remove thomselvesfrom
1ts communzon, and place themselves mn con-
nection with a church where the whole coun-
sol of God 13 not so tarthfully proclaimed.
It must be remembered that mn losing a
momber wo may lose his children, and thgt
they may not be 8o instructed in o know-
ledge of the truth in after years. I am
thankiul to sny that, as a rule, tho children
of our church are well 1nstructed in a.sohd
kuowiedgo of tho truth, and regrot to know
that this is very iac frora bowng the case n
other churches and bodies whero their in-
tormatiun, as well s that of older mershers
is of tho most superficial choractor. Now:
if all this can be provented—assurealy it can
be—by a httle attention to the outsvard
form, the rooner the wmatter is roctified the
botter.

As an example of how varied was tho old
form of Presbytertan woiship, I subjoin the
order as iven in tho Book of Comumon
Orders :—

1, Prayer.
Seripture, Old Testament.
' Now ¢
4. Psahn.
5. Prayor.
Psalm.
Prayer.
Sermon,
9. Prayor.
10. Lord's Prayer.
11. Creed.
- 12. Psalm.

18. Boenediction.

In many quarters attention is being given
to this subject, and as it may be interesting
to rour readers, I also give you tho form
observed in one of our congregations in
TLondon (BEng.):—

1. Short Invocation.
Psal.
Prayer.
Realding O Testaraont.
DPsalm.
Prayer.
. Reading Now Testament.
8. Hymn.

9. Lord's Prayoer.

10. Sermoun.

11, Prayer.

12. Singing, Disission.

18. Behedietion.

Iu. gouclymion, I urge;on ourinewbdrs. the
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‘necessity df resding more largely during

clesinstical miatters, are disappointed by-

not, connect themsolves with this Church on |

sotvice from the Soripturcs.  In promiscuons
congregations, I kuow that a very largo pro-
purtion of thuse present nevor upen their
Bibles, or hemr anythuug of Gud's Word,
oxeopt in chureh on the Lord's day. It

cannot fail to be noticed, that however lict-
loss and rostless persons may be dv.ing the
sermon, there is invariably nttention and
qulotness during the roading of the Word of
God. '

Apologizing for irespassing so mich on
your columns, I am, &e.,

R BARRISTER,.
Torounto, Nov. 6, 1872,

A WORD FROM THE WEST.

Editor Bririsit ANRgICAN Prrsovientay.
Sir,~Enclosed I gend you two doliars,
to pay you for a year of your puper. I
have been trying tn get & fow more sub-
seribers, but it reems the people think a
Tocal paper is all they can pay for. I think
the cause is traceable to soniething else, A
paper like the PresnYTERIAN is eapablo of
doing a great doal of good in the Church, if
taken and read ; and surely Church mem-
bers who profess to bo Christinns ought to
do do a little more than those who make no
profession to help on the good causo by tak-
ing your excellont paper. Want of means
is sometimes given asan exouse, and yet
the sameo partics spend the price of two pa-
pers for a year on tubacco and strong drink.
T think there ought to bo morc self-denial
among Christians. I am glpd of the inter-
cst you take in Sabbath Schools, by pub-
lishing the notes on the Edinburgh Union
‘Lessons, I sco also mention made of uni-
form lessons for all denomingtions- -a thing
I would like very well to see, I take grent
jnterest in Sabbath Sehools: bit we areonly
in the backwoods. X do not know low
many subscribers you have, but I hope you
will not lose in a temporal point of view.
More especially, I hope it will be the means
of doing good. » May the Lord prosper the

work.
Yours tiytly,

Cruickshagk, Nov. 1, 1872,

G. C.

A NEW COLLEGE.

Wheire there's & will thero's & way.

Editor Bnurisit ANzRICA TRUSDYFERIAX

few ovunings ago, the Rev. Professor Cavin,
in pleading for a * New Collcge,’ was under:
stood to say, *that if o féw wealthy gontle-
men would lay thoir heads together, they
could uceornplish the object without fceling
themsclves much the poorer.” Now,second
to none in a desire for a College that will
prove an ornament to the cily, a credit to
the Church, and a comfort to the occupants,
I do demur tu th- respected Professor’s
modus operandi. Have the poorer mem-
bers of the Church no interest in the Col-
lege? and are they not in Anty Lonud to
assist?  And are they not as willing, to the
oxtent of their several ahility, as the rich ?
Most cortainly ; and why deprive them of
tho gratifying privilego ?

Iu is true that the late Rev. Dr.Walsh got
sume twvonvy fich mou to cuntnbuto twenty
thousand pounds sterling for tho new Col-
lego uf Iidinburgh, but the effort in 2 meas-
ure cost hun his life, and we cannot afford
any such sacrtico; besides, thero is no need
for it. Xev. Dr. Guthrie, in his Manse
scheme, nuproved upon his brother, and
fised s mumunum subseription at fivs
pounds, but added, thay **if even the poor

foroid thae I shoutd stand in tho way ;'
consequently clubs weio formed, ths five
pounds cotiected, and handed to the Dr.
turough a representative. The Jabour of
tnav scneme cost lnm oo many months'

for shooting a hurso that some miscroant
had thrust wto a pond and left fdoundering
m the water, remarking that tho owner
could not be an noneintiusionest !

The foll .wing is a bett © ¢z vnple fur us:
Shiortly after the dismptiou in 1843, & Ll
of forty thousand pounds sterling of law
oxpenses was handed in. with a prampt do
mand of paymrn?, and a chuckle that it
would catinguish the infaut causo; but not
80 cnsy. Thoso at the holin of affairs di-
vided tho sum among the Synods, and they
sub-divided among ‘the Presbytories, aud
they among the congrogations, which then
amoanted to tho ruinouz (?) sum of ' oNg
SHILLIXG AND NINKPRNCK' TO. EAUH MRM-

Sabbath, and the hig bill footed in fow
dayé theresftor, the poopls rejoioing in, the

privilege of cuntributingit. Eveathoabove

81r,— At the opening of Kuoa Cullege, a |

widow wishics tu have sipence worth of an |
mtorest in the home ot her numster, God |

is ruccoptible of fupro cmient in our ease.
Say that & new Collego will eust $100,000.
There arc f0,000 1 tmbers in the Chareh,
which gives unly $2 to eacl on an nverage,
but it is not meet that the rich shoull be
saved and the poor burdened.

Now, Sir, at the risk of a charge of Mod-
orn Erastionism, (sco Record for Nov., 1870
I vouture the practieal suggestion, lot those
whoso duty it is get o rough estimato of the
cost, and divide and sub-divide it as above
in proportion of €1 to $10V for each mem-
ber. Appoint an early day for the simul-
tancous olection of the same, and past ex-
perience convinces me that the result would
bo such that the new edifice could be com-
monced with next spring. I am not to bo
undoratood as confining the subscriptions to
the above sums, for if any ono like the Dr's
widow desires to have o largeintorest in our
College, *still there is room.” InMontreal
the building of their now Collego is already
begun, and why should Foronto bo lagging
behind, when so smell a sacrifico will ac-
complish so desirable an object?

It may be that those who lunder many a
good cause with their but's and if’s may
objeet to tho above method, us partaking
moro of the nature of & tax than a volun-
tary contribution. Be it so. Mero human
law sanctions the lovying of an equalized
tax for the support of the commonwealth
and individual socicties, and shall the Divine
law be impotent to levy what is necescary
for the maintenance of His glory in tho
world—tho spiritual and cternal good of His
people? Thore ought to be no necessity for
any such thing as atax in the Church cf
God, for Christinnity-is supposed to clevate
1ts subjects to a platform much higher than
all earthly things, consequently all its obli-
, gations ara to bo discharged from a motive
y fnr above that which the legnlserew requires
i therefore, if we are up to the right mavk,
the idea of & tax would be twrned into the
expenence of a delightfulprivilege. Others
may urge that I have Inid down false pre-
mises, inasmuch as therae is n greater diver-
sity in'theyosition aud condition here than
| in Scotland. Granted, but that ismore than
counterbalauced by tho differonce of cir-
cumstances. Hero sl the schemes of the
Chureh ave established, and though from
the widening of the scveral ficlds, calling
loudly fox inereased liberality, arc in work-
ing order. Not so thera. Trom four to
flve hundicd ministers, and over one bun-
dred Chatechists to provide for; some six
Lundéed churches and nearly as many
schools and manses to build, as well as tho
Home, Colonial and Foreign Missions to
sustain ; -compared with which the building
‘vf a College would be a mere gnat; and

upon the principle that ‘many Tittles make
a mickle, the thing is not ouly practicable,
but 30 casy as not ta require oveu the pnor-
st membeor to go to hed withont his enpper!

Should any be so porverse as to ward off
the responsibiity with the ery of, * Wait sl
the Union question is sottled,’ my reply
| simply 15, Union or no Tniun, Ontano must
havo & magmficent Collage, and 1if 1t 13 not
got forthwith, the failure will only publish
to the world, notwithstanding our luud pro-
fesstons, the spiritual apathy that seigns in

our mdst.
PLEBEIAN,

HOME MISSIONS.

To the BduteP of BRITISIE AMKRICAN PREADYTRIMAN
Sir,—I was poeuliarly pleased with the
atticle in your lnst wecks paper oy the Rev.
Mr, Bruce. Thoe cliurck nceds tu havo pa-
pers laid beforo it of just such a diseription;
and it neads & much largor amount of infor-
mation in reforenco to what is actually be:
| ing done. The great mass of the members
| of the Canada Presbyterian chirel literal

eithor attempted or accomplished. If our
missionaries ever send in any reports of
- thoir labouars, T feel certain that they ave
not made public, at least T never seo any
them, and 1 am in as fawr a way of moeting
| with them f thoy really are published, as
| the most of tho DProsbyterians i the Yro.
j vinco. I expectod that moro of tho ms.
y stonaries would have avadod thewmsolvos of
| your columus to buug their vanous fields
of labor ore promunontly before the
church. Itis notin the natuve of things
posstblo that wo can bo interested w, or be
willing to support liberaily labours of the
natuve, extent and, negessity of, which we
know noxt.to nothing. I havo no craving

i
for sensational, highly colowméd narrativ
BER!1] which wab collected on an c:u')\y,J » Lighly oo oAt

of missionary work or {ravel, but surely

1hore onrely tn.ho sowething every nov and

then worth » parugraph or two, .
A Mzumar or C.P.C.

A SUGGESTION,

Fditor BMTiAl AMBIucaN PRrsyuyTERIAN,

Drar Sir.—In lovkig over the Finaneial
Reotumns of the cungregations of the Canada
Presbiyterian Church for the past year, I
war striek with the disproportionate appro
priation of the monios e~utributed to the
echemog of the clmvel by some eongrega-
tions. T donot moan to asserl that con.
progations have not the vight of approprist-
! ing their contributions when they deem
proper, but T submit that it is an under-
atood fact in our clinrch, that some .of the
schemes are more important than. others,
and that to these moro important schemes
a higher appropriation should be made. It
isnot to be apprehiended from this, that

nevortheless it cannot bo enied that tho

Mission, College, and Foreign Mission ay
the most important schemes. This then
being the case, congregations should mako
an equal, or o nearly equal appropriation of
the monies to the three dchemes above spe-
cified. It wonld bo so far as X can judge,
both unwise and unfair, to make of any ono
of theso a pet scheme at the axpense of the
others Were all the congregations of the
chureh, for instance, to appropriate the ono
half of their aggregate contributions to tho
schemes of the church to the Home Mis.
sion,~what would become of the Collogo ?
What of the Foreign Mission. If you look
.to tho contributions of the congregations of
the Presbytery of Chatham, you will seo
this mode of appropriating their funds car.
ried out.  With a fractional oxcoption, ong
;hnlfof the total contributionsto the sehemes'
6f the church in that Presbytery, is appro-
\priated to tho Home Mission. Why the
péople of that Presbytery have falleninto
guch intense lovo with that scheme to the
comparative neglect of the others, I cannot
tell; unless it be tho result, cither of the
labours of & very influenced depiitation sent
thither by the Assomnbly’s Hoine Mission
Cémmittee to plend their causo, or of the
justly great prominence given to thoso
Presbyteries who confribute most liberally
to that scheme, by the excellent reports of
the committee as read by the convener at
the Arsembly, and the consequent oulogy
passed upon such Presbyteries,

Of cuurso when the annual roport of tho
Home Mission Cumunttee was read at the
Inte Assembly at Hamultun, the Prosbytory
of Chatham with their great contributions
was held up for the muitation of uthers.

Now, Mr. Editor, lot 1t not bo for a mo-
ment understood that 1 differ from those,
yourself among them, who believe that the
Presbytery of Chathiam deservo great crodag
for tho aduurable working order wuto wiuch
they have put thewr maclunery and tho suc.
cess which attendod thewr efturts, but I

protest  against  such  appropriation  of
monies.
A friond of the Collego and F. M.
e e .

SuaszpeR- The awr 15 full of it. Wo
have lived througl sovoral political cam
paigm3, but this surpasses them all in por.
sonal abuse nud unscrupulous accusation.
Wo are amused and hornfied at what we
tead aud livar.  Qur pullic meu nic ather
the most unserupulcas villiaue on carth, or
}mrtisan excitement is leading men to
rightful lying. In cithor case our moral
condition 1s deplorable, .

A Live Book.—The Bible is very -old,
but 18 as fresh and youthful as™ ever.
Where is thore o live book on scievce, of
fifty years' standing : But the Biblo grows
young asit grows old. Thé-betior peoplo
understand jt, tho more thoy love, trust
and are bonetitted by it.  It1sa book of our
day, adupicd tu uar tines ; its teachings
cannot be improved; its influence is greater
than ever before. It is a live book.

Purpirs.~ Ono evidenco of christian pro-
gress ax the abolition of pulpits and tho
| mtroduction of plattorms, It mndicates that
weieis and peoplo are colmang togoder.

avsenco trom duty, hesides 2s. 6d. to o man | Iy know nothing about t he mission work | It dots butl parties good. It makes minis-

1
' ters more manly, and laymen more dovont.

When choirs are  superseded by congrega-
} tronal stuging, or mada leaders of the wholo
congregation, another unportaut stop will
have to be taken.

ReLwsious Dapers.~They are powerfal
aguneies.  The puipat searcely oxcels them.
They ave erowded with thought, alive with
suggestion, pangent with reproof, instruc-
tive, ontertaining, comforting.  '[hrough
j them tho best tinnkors, ablest mon, wisest
leaders, inost carnast worhers, sisit tens of
thourands of families wockly, instructing,
inepiving, enchling them.  They avo more
potent than books, because more widcly
read ; more vaned, versatile, personal and
fresh.  Weok by week they come, now and
lively ; line npou line they teachy; as friends
from afar they are wolcomed, For two or
three dollare they aflord more solid, first-
clasg reading than twenty dollare will pur-
chuge in_ Looks, and the stréam is never
stagugnut, hut Hown like- waterk fiezn moun.
tain springs, frésh and a'pu'rk!in;’;. Thesd
mm shacds nrd Jansind Zoar she tico of

any one of tho sechemes i8 unimportant,’

church has taught ws to regard the Bome'

¢



