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afa roully bretheen, Rom. iii. 29, The elder
aon represents the Jews, und especially the
Pharlyees: the younger the Gentiles, particu-
loely the publicuns and sioners.  Sometimes
vong gut their portions during their father's
lifotimeyy Gon, xxv. 6. Give me. Evidently
ho waa a Itlud aud indulgent father to his chil-
fran, and yet he might have refused this uo-
dutifal xou such o demand. Gathered all,
Chuangod it into mouey, and went far away
from his father's cye or control.

I, ‘Tho absence, ver. 14-19.

Tho produzal spends all in eating. drinking,
drossing, and bad company; furgets bis soul,
hia futhier, und kis bome. .

Poverty drove anway his companjong, and
now ho must cither work or starve. e hired
hinisulf 1o feed awviue, a most abominable trade
8 a Juw. 1iis muster did not give him suffi-
cient wages, and fumune reduced him to starv-
ution, su that he envied the swine their food.
Huska, wyuifies the fruit of the carob tree, a
conrsy  production used to feed swipe in
Palestine,

Ile cante to himself.  As if hitherto he had
boen out of his reason.  He remembers his
futher's gooduvss, his owe sins, and resolves
to retura,

111, 'Tho return, ver. 20-32.

o immedintely does what he resolved.
Doseribe his journey ; barefooted, hungry,
raggod, with a heavy heart, begging for food,
ho rotraces every step, a long weary way.
Hia father sees lum; recoguizes his loug lost
soni vt aud cmbraces him; preveots bis
vonfusslon; liag no syllable of reproach; loads
win with hinduess, restores Lim to his ploce,
Uhe beat robe: The robe for festivals. 7he
ring: Yl authority inhis father's house again
wcognleed.  Shocs s Servants wore uone.
The futted calf, Gen, xviii. 7. AN rejoice
over hjin a8 one alive from the dead.

The older brother will ot rejoice; re-
pronelies hig futher and bis brother; yet his
futher angwers him kindly.

APPLICATION,

i, Gud is a kind Fuathertoall. Tiecreates
al preserves all. e - ypeus His hand
Liherall),” Psalm exlv. 16.  Feels the youne
ravens, the young lious, the sparrows, i’sz\h:
exlvin 95 Matt A, 29, {ow much more will
bo cnre for o child, Matt. vii. 11, Even to
slhed childeen He is most kind, Isa. i. 2.
o bears with them, Exod. xxxiv. 6. Ilis
sun glines on all—it shone on Cain—on the
widieers of Jusus. Al they Lave s from
God, Mutt, v, 45; James i. 17,

2. God welcomes a relurning sinner.  He.
watches for his return—longs for ity Ezek.

THE GOOD NEWS.

xviii. 31. Repronches him tot, Jemes L& 5.
Forgives him, Neb. ix. 17, Clothes him witg ‘
‘tighteousness, Isa, Ixi. 10. Raises him o his
rauk, 1 John iii. 2. Rejoices over him, arq
fills heaven with joy. 8
3. How the ginner treals God, Ho by,
you have, such a Father, and you takeall from
His band-—every breath—~and yet you forget
Him, do not love, obey, or pray to Him, §%
Your heart has left. Him, 2 Kiogs v, 26 Matt,
vi. 21; Isa xxix. 13 You spend all Ho gireg
you, health, strength, mouey, and life, in pleag
g yourself, without Qod, and’ without Hij
blessing, Psalm iv. 6; Job xxi. 14. Bewue
Luke xii. 19. Belshazzar, an. v. 2-6. " §3

4. What the sinner should do. “What yoy £
j should do. Return to God. Tet your thoughts 1
{ your heart, rewrn. to God. Down on youz £3
finees. Confess your sins. Sin no morg §v
Psalm li.; Hosea xiv. 2. God will pardop, §
{ove, sud bless you evermore, Hosea xiv. 4
Heaven will be glad. Willyon dosot™
5. Beware koo you treat a péritent
Despise bim not. Many see no faults.in them
selves, many faults in their brethren, Luki
svii. 11, They have no love to soulg, @
nothing for them, they bave no joy in’ their
salvation. Jonah.
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SUBORDINATE LEZSSONS,

1. How foolish to hate the reatraias of s fx
fntllxer’s house, or seek to leave it, Prov, i §
v. 12.

2. Begin by sinning agninst your parents
| and you will end in woe, Prov. xzx. 17.

3. A sinner is “beside himsell,” Acls
xxvi. 11. :

4. They that jndulge their evil passiong ang.
feeding swine.

5. How blessed to be driven to God, thooghy:
by sore suffering and waut, ver. 18. i

6. Fellow-teachers! pray for a compat-i:
sionate heart towards the lost.—Edin 8.8,
Lessons. 3

There is no relig';on in the Bible—I}
hope if there are any reporters here, that
| they will wait until I finish my senteses
before they run to the paper~—anj;
more than there is a road upon the gaids
Loard. The Bible is the rule, the difee]
tion, by which wan is to work out his ows}
salvation, as the guide-board is the direcﬁoixi
by which he is to walk out his journey:
Religion is ¢u the man, or it is not any;
where.—Beecher. :




