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March let, 1862. of the iaw, which would have condeinu0d
her to be stoned to deatb. In these ci"'

THE GOSPEL HIBTORYd cuinstances, it occurred to hlmn that hWI
mnost judicious course would be to give bee

]UT TIRE RE.W. B. CLARK, QuiBciiL. prlvately a 1,111 of divorce, witbout speciftl
- ing the -eason, whieh, according to Jewish

Mattew . 185. aw, a husbaud had it in bis pover to Io«
When we last heard of the blessed virgin, No doubt ail this "'as a severe trial tO

&be was just taking leave of Zaciaeiiis and Ma*ry, but we maky Weil believe that suie W0I
Elizabeth, under whoQe bospitabde roof sue, stdll, and kinew tbat the Lord was Giod, and
had sojourned for about three montbis, and. that, be wvould briiîg foi-th ber î-igh)teoulsnpe*
was setting out upon lier return to ber own as the light, and ber jeudgment. as the 11001"
reaidence ut Nazareth. We bave no iîîfor- day. God does not proinise to keep ~
ination regarding ber spiritual exercises people from trouble, but Le does prolis«
&bout this timie; but m-e hâve every reasou to support them under it. He does 1iot
tu believe that ber faith in the justice, and prevent themi fromi becorning ojects* Of
goo1e-ss, and inercv of Gxod, wvas unwaver- suspicion, or their good naine f .romnbîl
ing; aind that, whatever iniglit, le the trials assailed by tbe stritè of tongues. This 1
to wbieh she was exj-.osed, the peace of tipecie-s of dikcipliine to whivlîi iey aie ofWteu
God, wbicb passetlî ail uaderstandinig, kept subjeeted. But if we are careful to k"e
lier beart and niinid. oui, consciences void of offence towaî ds Gin1'f

It ir, probable that the delicaey of feel- lie will lie careful to keep our ehaI..8ct61'
ing, the vir-ginl aîodc1sty, J 'Mktiy, prxetdfrom ultirnate ruin.
lier froxîî ojieiîîg ber id to aniv one ut We bave cause of thankfulniess noW, tbot
Nozaïietl. ldclhinarte tM tew Josephi did not nt once receive thie stalteiîîeult
Ieads us to believe that bier condlition had of Mary ; for, frovn thie caution and t1eliber
become apparent to lier friends, lefore rite ation iýlicb lie mnatiifested, we niay bi"'
revealed it. Doubtless Mary, iii justice to 1 horoughi confidlence lu the accuraCy Of thl
herself, and with a view Io instinct, lier concînision nt which) be ultitmate1y arriiVdd
friends in ýegard to the gieat salvation, Happily, Lie wa8 iiot leit to bis 0 'Wn

whiehl God was prcparingo ler bis people, sources in ivsItatii this niattri
ernbr-aced this oppoituiinùy of stating to whilst lie was medlitatinig on these hPJ
tihem ail the circnînstaîîces of 'tl- case. It the angel of the Lord appeRred to Ilui1.i
is probable that sonie of them wmere incered- is soiiiewhst renarkable that tbi9es t
illous. Se long, h owever, as a hope re- w~ho n'as probalîly (4abriel, diii not app
niaineci of tho honon r of t1 ,e fiinuily I eiîg to biua iii open vision, as lie Lad lotie
ulnsullied, ne ma.v Wveil believe tlîat the Zatharias aud Mary ; but it is us;el&st
whoýe inater Nvie ke1 t private. But it wffl eliquire inito the reason, and better I
1:60dful that .Jose1b should be niiade awarc sinîply to eay, "-Evexi so, Father, for S

(d wbat Lad occurred. seenicd good in tby silt" We Mey bO
We iay Weil conceive the tumuit of quite sure, biowever, thut tlîe drearnîfl11

cinoiions wlîich would be excited in bis such a nature, ibat no djoubt could r1i~
righxýeoi1s souil. It ivas liard to helieve orie ou bis nîiidic that an express froilie bel
guilty of so great a- crinie, wlîoin lie so, Lad, in this wvay, beemu seut to bii'
ardeiitly love(l, anti s(, bigrbly estcenied; this way God's will was often o" 4
but yet tue acconut wiiich she fw~e wvas so cated to the ancietit propiets4. 'rit? ,
e.&traordiiiary and uniîlely, ithat he could find Giod sayiîig to iA:ý.ron andMi'
flot belp givinig way tu his tuepicions, and- "If tiiere Lie a propliet anhong YO' 'il,$
lbele Iîg that it was a storY îngeniotisly Lord w ill niake nîyself F niowi ntoIl
oTiitrived Io save ber reputahion, and ini- vision, and wid spLak zu;i'o hilîîn ,iii esll

pos~e ujoîî fi'niself. Beimîg a ju;t, rnan, he Numbers xii. 6. But in iliceubti~
qould not thinik to tak n e one to hiî,l>sn d»vnu coniiiiuïîicatiomîs wero tbi.S If~0j.

-%- honi le teivdto 1 e Follutcd: and al, voly to prOpliets, but çcceasiouaillY Ig
~.aî eti~ àÂmhL!,au -tenLIU, ý.d ,'~ J 1 "1. a ovei Â

ùè


