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Nor Too Late.—Now that the publishers are pay.
ing so much less for the paper being used in the
Roadors, it is a fitting time to give, without impairing ;
their large profits, an additional 5 per cent. to the
retailer.  Be just.

Tue Bixpixe.—There was some littlo fluster :
among the school book men, about a month ago, !
owing to the presence in Toronto of an agent of a -
rival wire sewing machine to that used by the pub- .
lishers, the Brommer, in sowing the books. '

The efforts to supplant the Bremmer were fruitless,
it being the machine specified in the bond.

Experts say that there is no doubt a mistake .
was made in allowing wire binding. Thread is supe-
rior, and holds the books in better shape. School
books being in constant use should have the best.

Buyers are complaining that sections are easily :
mado loose in the Second Reader. !
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Wg wovrLb be glad to receive from members of the .
Trade, their views on the new phase of the Music
busineas veferrcl to elsowhore-—Something of a live
nature to write about. Put away your pipe after |
dinner, and write—Give us your opinion. i

: helps to pay expenses.

Coryrion1 Mustc.—Thero is commotion in the
trade ; not great, but onough to disturb the quictnoess
of tho dull hours, of which wo have so many just
now. It is ull about Music, and threatens to revol-
utionize, in a great measure, the business in that
portion of a Booksaeller's stuck.

The Anglo-Canadian Music Publishing Co. (Lim-
ited)—weo write it in full this once, protesting against
the alimost unlimited length of ita nomenclature—has
been established in Toronto with the view of pro-
tecting the English Music Publishers’ rights, The
management here design stopping all imports from
the United States, as well as prohibit the publishing
in Canada, in cheap form, of some of the best English
pieces. They fix the price at about fifty cents, giving
the dealer & good discount. This is certainly a great
change from the five cents and ten cents music given

| us, and it will be a diflicult maiter to educate the

people to pay five to ten times as much as they for-
merly did for a good old English song. For they do
not meroely claim the right which is lawfully theirs on
new pieces, but actually songs that have been pub-
lished in cheap form, fifteon or twenty years. The
well-known Song Folio is one of the prohibited books,
as it contains some very popular airs, such as ¢ The
Blue Alsatian Mountains,” ¢¢ The Bridge,” and ** The
Tar’s Farewell,” and now cannot be imported—the
books being confiscated by the Customs authorities,
The music is well printed and presents a neat
appearance. Will it pay the dealer? On this there
is a diversity of opinion. No doubt in a place like
Toronto the smaller news-stands will do a much
lessened trade. The class of people who buy from
them will “ hem and haw "’ a good many times, before
they pull outaround half dollar to pay for that which
heretofore they could have bought for one-tenth of
the money. These dealers cannot aftord to keep any-
thing like a stock, and will not run the risk of paying
the price. Still, when they do make a sale out of the
few pieces they will probably keep, there will be
more profit in it than in perhaps nine-tenths of those
of the ordinary day’s sale. 1t would be bad for
those same dealers if the cheap music was entirely
done away with, in that doing but a limited business,
and the time of the proprietor and assistant not very
fully occupied, the little profit on the cheap music
We think that in towns
where the music trade is entirely in the hands of
book-stores, there will probably be more money made
off the goods furnished by them of the long name
than on the old pirated editions, ‘‘An Old Book-
seller,” and none knows better than he, in our March
number, says five cent music does not pay ; but it
will, we fear, take a long timo to get the young men
accustomed to buy such expensive music for their



