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possible.  Those who are most skilfal meceed 1n y

learning how to make the fiuid come back t} -cxrongh
the nasal fossse (as is done with tob’.wo-moke)
thus bathiry the mucous Sufices in the most
complet,, midner. Tho 2Zperimental proof of the
Pen’..:ratxon of the gargle into the lerynx is the

T opossibility of respiring.  'Whoever respires
~while gargling, gargles badly. Very little prac-
tice i3 necessary sometimes to lzarn how to gargle
in this way, without swallowing a drop of fluid ;
the lesa the bead is thrown back, the less the
need for swallowing is felt, and it may in this
way be altogether put an ead to; and, on the
contrary, the more the head iz thrown back, the
gréater the stimulus to deglutition, axd the
more of the gargle is awallowed.

THE GALVANIC CAUTERY.

In a discussion which took place at the Paris
8ociéts de Chirurgie, on the advantazes ard draw-
backs of the galvanic cautery, BI. Trélat (France
Médicale, Scptember 27, 1873) remarked that he
1ad used the galvano-cacstic stylet for the use of
-small eroctile tumonrs, with satisfrctory resultn.
The stylet is brought to ths maximum of red hess,
snd acts like the actual cautery.  In naso-pbaryn-
geel polypus he used the wire loop, which is, how-
-ever, sometimes difficult to apply without pro-
‘liminary operation, whether by the noss or the
throst. M. Labbd has succeeded in one case of
-naso-pharyngeal polypus with the galvano-csu-
tery, but failed to remove maore than one-half of
the tamour by the sBame means in another. M.

Lannelongue hax used the loop in a czse of vari
cocele, and, as the tissues did not become divided
he made traction, upon which a jet of arterial
blood appearcd, the spermatic artery having been

‘eut it two. Thnsartexyxs dxiﬁculttomsn!atem

~the midst of the veina coursing with it, and it

. was found necessary fo tie it M. Verneuil pre-
fers the écraseur to tho galvanic loop.  When he
employs the galvanie cautery, he uses puncture
and section with the galvano-caustic knife. For
removing & cancroid from the ala naszi, he once
used successively the loop, kuife, and knob. For
naso-pharyngeal polypus he had, unsuweusfully
divided the pedicle and cauterised the remain-
der, and thinks the écraseur preferable for par-
tial sections.

" THE BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.

The Association was founded forty years ago

by a provincial physicizn, Dr. Hastings, who

. aimed at raising the country practitioners te a
position more nearly resembling that of the great
metropolitan practitionera than they then held
He wisely held that this was best done by umt-
ing them in an effort to cultivate high objects,
and to sustain their honour and prove their
claims to position by the development of scientific
effort and the maintainance of a high ethical code.
The advance of the provincial practitionerin posi-

. tion since the establishment of this Association,
has been marvellously great; the Association
alone could net kave effected this result. Xt is
due, in no sri:i. measurs, to the general dxﬁmnon

. of a degree of culture-which was onee the' proper-
ty of the few and to such an improvement in the
tests for diplomas, that the ordinary general prac-
titione of to-day is of necessity possessed of a
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hospﬂ'.n.l physician of ' forty ‘years needed to pos-
sess, 5o far as strictnéss of examination demanded
it of him. But the Association has had a vast
mﬁnence in the fortunes of the provincial practi-
tioner, by ngmg him'what he did not before pos-
sess, the power which union’ commands and the
ambition ‘which that power begets. Fortunstaly,
the men who guided the Association in early
years were not beset by petty notions or by the
wish to pull others down id the desire to aggran-
dize themselves Thoy workéd in thin ‘way.
They arranged branches or’ sections-in " all the
different districts of the coantry (as far as they
could); each station or branch ‘elected its own
officers, held ita own meetinga’ for scientific pur-
poacs, and élected one delegate for every twenty
members, to act in the Ganeml Council. The
Genera! Coundil assombled oncs & year only, at
the daté of the annusl meeting of the whole As-
sociation, ‘and then proceeded to elect - twenty
mcmbers 53 a Committes of Couneil, or Execn-
tive Committee. This exccutive committes ects
throughout the year as the ruling body of the
Assodiation in all matters of gemeral palicy, and
it alone can ‘spcak for the Aszociation. Besides
the twenty élocted members, the preaident -for
the year and the honorary secretary of each branch
are also members of the executive commities ex
oficio. 'Thus, eny thing like jobbery is prevent-
ed. The Assotiation can also appoint standing
committees on particular subjects, throughout the
year, but the action of such cemmittees can bo at
any time controlled by the executive commities,
who are also empowered to decide all queations of
expenditare. The president of the executive
commiiteo is elected biennially, and is not com-
petent for re-clection, but becomes, on retiring
from office, 2 life-member of the exceutive com-
mittee. The Association meets every year, in a
different town, by invitation, and elects & presi-
dent from the practitioners of the town at which
it meets. This alone gives dignity and promi-
nence to provincial practitioners, and as the
nomination of the president of the year is made
by the local profession, the result has always been
satisfactory.

‘We come now to the question of funds and
members. The great element of success in any
institution requiring a subscription, is that”it
shall give some obvious and palpably adequate re-
turn for the subscription. Sentimental reasons
will attract a certain income, but will die off if
not sustained by evident sufficient results, and will
never be large. * The first retarn made was in the
form of “Transactions,” but such transactions
were socn found to be of insufficient interest, and
not to compare favourably with those of societies
having a permanent residence in the great centres
of learning and activity throughout the year.
They were valuable, but they were tardy in issue
and heavy in character. A weekly journal was
found more lively, prompt and vigorous, and a
retwrn wore valued, while it kept the Association
well together and reported the affairs of all its
branches. It has of late years developed into all
the characters of a weekly paper of vigour, and,
without eaying anything- more about it, I may

thority outaida of the profession, and is read more
largely than any other within it. It has been
pointed out lately by the Council, by Dr. Quain,
by Mr. Baker, und by all'impartial observers,
that the development of the Journal hes greatly
favoured the growth of the Association

It is, bowever, vary apparent that the Journal,
while helping the Association in an incaleulsble
degroes, has also raisad up for it powerful enemies.
by the very fact of it« existonce. The whole in-
fluence of the other medical papers has, indeed,
been incessantly employed against the -Associa-
tion, which they have with reason regarded as'a
rival publishing company, interfering with their
business. In the case of the British Medical As-
socistion, whers the conastant meetings of the
branches require not less than weekly pablication
to give cohesion and continuity to the work of
'the “Axsociation; it- has answered well to brave-
‘that disposition, and the batile lms beon catried
16 a highly succesaful issuwe. "It would be' very
unzife'to predicate a similar sucooss for any other
asgociation, if placed under aimilar circumstances.
“What is really hecosmary is, $0'make a retwrn for
the mondy subscribed. Now, in-the cz2ae of an
anbual associdtion, expetience bss shown: that
monéy spent on * Transactions ™ sheuld be limit-
od. The profemional” papers may be trusted to
give a fair account of the proceedings, and only
thé most importent papers read- should be pab-
lished in thé transactions. No money should be
spent out of the funds of the Aswdistion on ¢he
reception and annusl meeting. - These should bo
entirely furnished out of the subscriptions raised
Pro héc vid from the local practitioners who have
the honourand pleasare of receiving the vixit.of
the Association. No money abould be paid to
any official, except the under secretary, who.need
not, and had better not, be a professionil man
(but & buginess man), and who need not, and had
better not, have a vote in the Council. The an-
nual meeting should be made-attractive by arrang-
ing for the delivery of retrospecta of medicine and
surgery, obstetrics, physiology, &c., by eminent
men, who should be officially invited to. deliver
them, by & joint arrangement of the local recep-
tion committes and the executive committ ; ethi-
cal questions should be entirely excluded from
discussion at the annual meeting, and referred,
the first instance, to local committees, and then
to the general exccutive 'committee. For each
day’s work, a series of questions should be pre~
pared ; some one gentleman of known experience
in the matter being invited beforehand to prepare
a preliminary paper on the subject. - Meetingsao
arranged could not fail to be popular ; they would
be proportionally influential, and there would be
a handsome surplus for general and scientific pex

This is, of course, only an outline skeich of
views which are derived from observing the course
of our various British societiea. I have stated
them, perhaps, dogmatically in form, but not in
intention ; and the form is due to the necessity
of being brief, with the hope of avoiding a fault
into which T fear that I bave nevertheless fallen,
that of being tedious—{Boston Medlcal and Snr-

larger amount of technical information than the|sey that it is popular and cheap, ranks as an au- | gical Journsl.,



