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There are so many preparations of a novel
nature, or which are merely revivals of old
onesin a new form, being daily offered to the
medical practioner that he is often at loss
whether to use any of them. Not content
with the inherent qualities of these prepara-
tions, their promoters either vaunt them as
universal panaceas or construct the reading
matter so clumsily that ono naturally inclin-
ed totest the efficacity of the drugs calmly
puts them aside until such evidenceis forth-
coming as will prove convincing and be
clearly set forth. It is for this reason that
clinical experience is so valuable when based
upon careful observation and a knowledge
of the conditions present.

Our knowledge of the therapeutical action
of guld has, up to within a few years, been
based upon the hypothetical dicta of the al-
chemists. Gradually the matter was taken
up again, at first by the Arabian physicians
and afterwards in Europe. Once more it
tell into disuse, and was rescued from obliv-
ion by Hahnemann, who introduced it in his
pharmacopeeia. However, this did not give
it much of an impulse, and it is only of late
years that this metal has undergone any ser-
ious invesitigation concerning its therapeu-
tical properties. Among American investi-
gators Bartholow, Heneage Gibbs, and Shur-
ley are the most prominent, Dr. Shtcherbok
has made thorough investigations also,

The most active salt of gold is the brom-
ide, and it is particularly so upon the nerv-
ous structure, but small doses being neces-
sary to produce effects. The action of gold
is essentially that of an alterative. Ithasno
cumulative effect; but when toxic doses are
administered, mental excitement, amount-
ing to delirum at times, manifests itself. A
prominent sympton of its excessive action is
an excessive flow of saliva, the so-called
aurism. Remembering this in conpection
with the fact that very small doses produce

the effects of the remedy, more especially in
the form of the bromide, some care should be
exercised in its administration. Among the
therapeutic eflects of gold may be noted the
fact thatit is tonic, more especially to the
nervous system, and this accounts for the
fact that it is an aphrodisiac of no mean
power. It was highly esteemed many years
ago as an anti-syphilitic, and recent exper-
ience confirms this view, more especially in
the later forms of the disease.

The cutaneons troubles in which I have
had occasion to employ the gold preparations
to any extent are limited. In acne and ec-
zema of a subacute or chronic character I
have found arsenauro an invaluable adju-
vant. On theother hand, in chroniceczema
and in the later manifestations of syphilis,
mercauro has proved itself almost a specific
so muchso that its administration was al-
ways attended by marked improvement,
which ceased as soon as it was discontinued.
This was whatattracted my attention to the
gold preparations, and in investigating their
therapeutical properties I have been impres-
sed by the fact that the most active as well
as most efficient salt of gold is the bromide.
It not only acts powerfully when administer-
ed alone, but seems to increase the thera-
peutic effects ofarsenic and of mercury, and
for that reason much smaller dosesof these
agents may be given, better results obtained,
and, at the same time security from toxic ef-
fects will be secured. These are the quali-
ties which recommend the preparations
wentioned above, which ar: true chemical
combinations and not empirical mixtures.

It may not be inappropriate to mention a
few cases from practice illustrative of the
good effects of gold preparations in diseases
of the skin and in syphilis.

CasE I.-Miss F. B., a dark blonde of
seventeen years, has been suffering from a
marked pustular acne for two years. She
is very pervousin disposition. Vlemingkx’s
lotion ordered applied at night, and resorcin
ointment every morning. In addition, the
pustules were emptied thoroughly every
day. Some little improvement showed it-
self,but it was not stable. A “nervous”
attack would cause the eruption to mani-



