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MEDICAL RECORD.

flushings of the face from which he had suffered-
for several weeks. On his way tomy bouse he

heard voices apparently saying to him ¢ What
5 the use of your going to a physician? You

are of no use in the world. Go and jump into

the river. Jump off the ferryboat; jump, jump,

wow; at this very inatant,” and so on. He

stated that it was impossible for him to follow

Lis profession, for that the voices interferred to

the extent of preventing his clearly distinguish-

ing what was being said in his presence. Even

as he was talking to me the hallucinations of
hearing were present in full force.

These voices did not actually impose upon
}is intellect, but he stated that he was conscious
of a gradually increasing inability to resist
accepting them as realities.

Although there were many of the symptoms
of cerebral hypermmia present, I wasinduced
from the fact that the disorder had come on
immediately after bathing in the ocean, during
which water had entered the ears, to examine
these organs in the very beginning of my inter-
view. Both ears were found full of inspissated
eerumen. This was thoroughly softened by the
solution of soda in glycerine, and removed by
syringing with warm water. On the instan
the voices ceased and the patient left, feeling as
he said entire relief from his-annoying symp-
toms.

I heard no more of this patient till about
two months afterwards, I read in the news-
papers of the day that he had been violently
ebusive in court of the judge on the bench, and
Aad been punished by fine and imprisonment for
contempt, and soon afterward his wife called
to tell me of the trouble into which her husband
kad gotten. As she explained it to me he had
imagined that the judge was calling him names
and cursing him, and had replied in like manner.
T had no doubt that there was anaccumulation
of cerumen, and that the hallucinations of hear-
ing had returned in so aggravated a form as to
eonvince the intellect of their reality. A letter’
from me to the judge secured his release, and on
hig visiting me I found my suspicions confirmed.
The impacted cerumen was removed, and so far
as I know there has been no recurrence. of .the’
disorder. - .- : :

These are only a part of the instances in which
impacted cerumen has caused: cerebral symp-
toms that have fallen under my.notice, but they:
are typical, and nothing” would be gained by
detailing the others.

As regards the cause of noises in the ears I
have no information to offer except to state
that it is not the mere stoppage of the external
meatus by impacted cerumen, for such closure
does not give rise to any subjective sensation,, |
It is true that if the canal be stopped by the fin-
ger a sound is heard, but this is derived entirely.
from the body, and i8 probably from the action:
¢f the heart, the circulation of the blood through

the tissues, muscular contraction, etc. A cork
or other substance put into the ear so as to
close the canal and left there without being
held by the hand does not give rise to any
sound. If, however, the fingers hold it in place,
it transmits the sound from them as would any
other solid substance.—N. Y. Hosp. Gazette.

LONDON LETTER.

Perhaps the most interesting communication
made to any of our socielies lately is that of
Dr. Matthews Dunean to the Medical Society,
on Antisgptic Midwifery. So important was it,
and listened to with every atlention by a dis-
tinguished audience, that an abstract of it may
be acceptable to your readers. Being a great
personal friend of Prof. Lister’s, having left
the northern metropolis at nearly the exact
time Prof. Lister turned his steps southwart, it
might a priori be surmised that Dr. Dancan
would be an advocate of the antiseptic plan of
treatment. Consequently a large number of
practitioners. came to hear, and also to learn
how antiseptics are applied to every-day mid-
wifery. Dr. Duncan commenced by saying

“that there is no subject which excites more

professional interést or more interest among
the general public than that of puerperal
deaths. A wife, the mistress of a household,
the solace of her husband, the proud mother of
a number of happy children, is suddenly
snatched away after an auspicious event.
There is something so sad about such deaths
that all would welcome with heartfelt joy any
plan which promises to lessen such disastrous
events. Puerperal deaths own various causes,
but by far the most frequent and prevalent
causes are septic@mia and pyzmia. Both these
diseases involve or imply inflammatory pro-
cesses, and both are cssentially septic. It is
against them that antiseptic .midwifery wages
war, and in which, he said, it had already
achieved great success. The object of the
paper was to spread and diffuse further know-
ledge on this important matter, and to stimulate
further inquiry into it, with a view to the more
gencral adoption of the beneficent antiseptic
methods.  Already, said Dr. Duncan, more
pain is prevented, more life saved by-antiseptic
rethods than by all the recont improvenients
of modern midwifery combined ; and there is
no prospect half so bright and encouraging as
that held out by the general adoption of the
antiseptic treatment of the parturient condition.
And, it is certain, all fervently wish that these
high hopes may be realized. He would not, he

said, proceed to discuss that division of the

subject; the treatment of the blood by which
the fermentation or sopsig is:carried throughout
thie organism, us by the ‘use of hyposulphites,
ig;gcglucel by Polli, of Milan.” Hoe would



