
ORIGINA. COMMUNICATIONS.

maer resultm g froin the operation of an organizing ageî'cy on the one
ham aid tof clheiiîco-pt y.meal firces on the otier ; which, actîng as tlg
do reipîoe.ly, serve to promice a delinite relative arrangement in the
partieles of' matter .su as to lrOrm and maintain the condition of organie-
tio.-dlav ing now di':tme tlese prelimilnary onnsiderations, for the
better eineilatio of lie process ofI Nutrition, let us now proceed t0
enter into detail riespecting th nutritive process itself, as manifested to
us in tie simplest as well as in the more cormiplex forms of life; and
notice those intimate changes observed to take place in all texture,
fronm the time they are becoming organized te thé period when disor-

ganization or deconpositiun takes place.
And, in the firzt place, let us remaïk that al organized or organin

ble matter is derived more or less directly froin the inorganic world
E'very aton, particle or cell, both animal and vegetable-simple as iti
organically-is constituted of iniorganic elerents, which, takeu xq
singly, com bine in certain definite proportions, ut the same time inflq
enced by a new power whiclh subjects theni to an arrangement fitte
for their organization. This transfereice of inorganie to organic matte
-tis transfbrniation of inorganic elcments inîto organized structure-i
very beantifully marked out to us in flic vegetable world.

Do we not fin d an intimate relation between the.inorganic and veg&
table kingdoms of nature ? Have we not discovered the fact that a cor
respondence relates bctwe en the consmniption of certain elements of tif
one and a proportionate appropriation and development or growth in the
other ? The vegetable seed sown in the soil and placed in circumstance
favorable to its developient, is duly excited to activity by the mutul
operation, on ic one h:nd, of that organizing agency which previously
lay dormant in it aud ou the other, of the forces resident in the inorgan
matter which surrounis it. Thus stimulated to action, it appropriate
certain inateriais from the soil, with which it builds up its structure. 'lhe
inorganic clements taken up observe on arrangement favorable to their
being organizable. They become organized, and in their organizati.
they virtually become a portion of the vegetable, which is nourished by
a process of selection and assimilation. But, connected with the proces
of organization, we observe another change of quite an opposite natna
continually going on. This change consists in the destruction of pdt
of the organized texture, its decomposition and return to its primitiw
elernents, whicl are inorganic. But this decomposition is accompanie
by a process of elimination or separation of the decomposed elemeih
from the vegetable. This process of elimination of effete matter i,
esential to the preservation of the orginized structure, for by thm


