
207 Dit. STnATFOan on the Hip-Joint.

liere remain; the blood globules may be dissolved and the base-
ment membrane be highly colourecd with the dissolved pematim that
mnay occasionally give a tint to the fluid effused in the joint; or
again the fluid forced into the dense basement membrane may so
distend it, that oume of the blood corpuscles shall pass througlh it
by laccration of its fibres, and so become mixed with the serous
fluid in the joint, and give it a red colour. I think this, however,
but seldon happens, unless ulceration of the basement membrane
lias occurred, vhien the open mouths of the bloodvessels may bleed
and it be msixed with the fluid serum. When the effused fluid
iecome profuse in the hip-joint so as to distend the capsular
ligament, although it cannot be felt to undulate, its swelling may
be perceptible, through the muscles of the iip, and it may be dis-
tinguished both in the groin, and at the nates. As the disease
proceeds, the parts in the immediate neighbourhood of the joint are
now inifluenced in the conjestive action ; the capsular ligament, the
perichondrium, and even the areola tissue, without the hiip-joints,
part i tie hyperemic action. The patient complains of a
sense of weariniess and lassitude down the limb, even amounting to
pain, especially if the neiglbouring nerves feel its influence. The
pain is now acute upon the movemient of tihe joint, is inicreased on
pressure, or wiens the patient attempts to walk, or even allows
the limb to swing loose, so as to operate on the inflaned surfacee.
Tie pain, however, is not of that excruciating character whici
exhausts the powers of the patient, as wlen matter is formed in the
joint, as wien it exhibits the more serious infituence whics that
product of disease is sure to produce upon the constitution ; for after
rcst the pain in a great degrec subsides. As the inflammatory action
inîcreases im itensity, the least inovement of the socket produces
exc:uciating pain, and a spasmodic condition of ail the muscles of
the limb occur-an effort of nature to preserve perfect quiet.
Should this state of things last for a considerable period, or tei
disease becomne chronie, a wasting of the glutci and other muscles
of the hip, is the resuit of this imnperfect action of tise miiscuar
fibres. Tie bold contour of the hip is lost, and the parts are
shrunk and wasting. The saine necessity for a state of absolute
rest causes the patient, soulid he stand erect, to rest the whole
weight of the body on the sound leg ; nay, even so great is the
desire to prevent the least pressure ut the infiamed surfaces one
uponi the other, that a curved position of the spine is aiso main-
tainied wliie Iving in bed,--the trunik is inclined upon the tihigli,
and ail the muscles connected with the joint are perfectly relaxed.
As a conssequence of this position, tihe pelvis is changed from the
horizontal lise, and inclines towards the affected hip. Tie spiCe
aiso is twisted, and one shoulder is raised Iiglier than the other, so
that one imagines froin tieir appeatrance tie diseased thigh is short-
er than the other, but ipon due exanination we find tiat the lengthI


