
TME CANADIAN ENTOMOLOGIST.'

CORRESPONDENCE.
DEAR SIR,-

Mr. Belirens (P. 200, Vol. cý) w~rites "Mr. V. T1. Chambers is
satisfied to get Tineidac dead and dry, and even untouched by a pin.>
"Satisfied" iii this connection -is alniost too strong a word, and miay, be

misleading. So a distinguislied Lepidopterist of Euirope bas rmadle an
obj.ection to niy w'ork on the brun that I only keep) specimieis packed
in cotton, and that, unpackîng themi. I place theni under a microscope
and prepare niy descriptions froni the app)earances thus presented. Tihis
statenient, like the preceding by Mr. Behrens, cornes from a isappre-
hension of the facts. I prefer alw'ays to have somie of ily specimens on
pins and sonie of theni with the wings spread. It is best to study themn
pir.ned and not pinned, sI)read andi not spread. When the opplor-tuniit);
offers. I prefer in the first place to observe themi closeiy alive, before I
take them, and wheni the quiantit3'r of material suffices, I also examine

*temloth spread and not spread after they are dead, wvith the eye, a
simple lens, or a comipound microscope, according to circuirustances. In-
deed. iii by far the greater nuniber of newv species described by me, the
insects have l)Cen examined not only in the conditions above mentioned,
but have also been dissected ; as is evident not only fromi the published
accounts of the neuration of the wings. but niuchi more by the multitude
of draw'ings of the neu ration non, in nmy possession. Ail of miy Tineina.
fromi Texas and froin Canada, ind nearly ail that I have received frorn
MKiss Murtfeldt, froni St. Louis, have corne pinneci and spread. Mr.
IBelirens wrote to mie that hc preferred not to undertakze the task of pinning
thiese littie things, and besides lie hiad flot tii-re, and I replied that I would
le glad to get theii 1)acked in cotton without pinning - and ail of his,
specimens hiave l)een sent in this, way. I have also received a few speci-
mens fromi one or two other Entomiological friends in the samne condition.
This mode, howvever, does iiot answer for sending Tineina, for any con-
siderable distance. l'le antenure, palpi and ttufts of scales on the %vinas
or elsew'here are alrnost invariably rubbed off, and the insect is otherwvise
worn and denuded, so that I hiave not attemipted to describe one speci-
mien in ten that lias been received in this condition. This plan, or rather
a modification of it, answers better for preserving 'Micros tak-en at homie,
and whichi do not have to be shipped. Of the greater numiber of miy
Tineina I hiave nlot attempted the preservation of rnany speciniens at a
timie. Ma\I-king but fev exchianges, I have kept but very fewv for that pur-


