
PAPAL EUROPE.

IT is one of the Nwoîîers of the ages
that, changes so radical and revolu-
tionary should, have takien place in
Europe. In the age succeeding tlic
Council of Trent, Papal Europe em-
braced the oldcst and grandest of
monarchies: the Germian Empire as
tile political and military center;
France as the intellectual and social
center; Spain and Portugal as the
"ýcenterof expansive force"; Italy os
the historical and ecclesiastical cen-
ter of all. Papal Europe thien repre-
sented ail the old, polislîed languag'es
and every great historieal city, art-

* cient tiniversity, and every influential
* nucleus of letters, art and civiliza-

tion, except those developed af ter the
lRefornmation.

la Lutlier's era R~ome held Europe
in lier livra grasp. Great moral and
political revolutions have eut off En-
land, Scotland, Holland, Denniark,
Sweden, Prussia, and part of Ger-
niany and Swvitzerland; and even the

* countries that have not thrown off
alle-iance to the Pope have under-
gone great change. Papacy has lost
bevond calculation or restoration, and
in nowhiere more suzely than ini Italy
itself. "Papal Europe" has now a
differentnîeaning ; Protestantisyu lias
been, and is, steadily gaining in nurn-
bers, wealth, prestige and in power-
intcellectually, xnorally, politically and
spiritually.

The balance of powcer has bccn act-
vazly reverSecZ since 1789. At the
Period of the Reformiation, Spain and
Portu«al and Austria Nvere the domi-
nant poivers in Europe. Spain, thlat
made England quake ai the terrons of
lier"« Invincible Armada,") liad threc
tines--, perhaps six timeqs, the populaZ)-
tionl O! England; now England, after
ail the millions shie baýs sent to colo-
flize India, Anierica and Australia,
has stili twice the population of

to 1875, England gained 119 per cent. ;
Prussia, 72; Austria, 27; France, 12;
or, taking excess of births over deatlis:
if France be represented by 1, Aus-
tria Nvili be represented by 3, Riussia
by 5 ; but Prussia by 6, and Britain
by 8 1 In 1825 Protestant population
-%as to Papal as 3 to 13 ; and, iu 1875,
as 1 to 3.

The transformations in Italy are
incredible to one whio lias not wvit-
nessed them. Where two-thirds of
the people could not read or write,
education is now compulsory. Where
the very consoience of the people
seemed paralyzed, and the sense of
personal. responsibility and accounta-
bility dead, we have seen tie churcli
party in Rome opening numerous
sclîools, issuing clîeap literature lu
large quantities, establishing soup-
kitchiens, relieving poverty, and in-
forminzgignorance. Whýlere the Pope
swaycd withi an absolute scepter, Pius
IX. mras a prisoner in the Vatican,
bewailing the loss of temporal power;
and it is obvious to the wor!d, if not
to the Collegc of Cardinals, tlîat even
the spiritual scepter is very loosely
hield, if niot a[ready broken. The
Pope wvill ne-ver again niale emperors
bow as peuitents before hlmi, or tor-
ture liereties in the dungeons of the
Inquisition.

The ignorance wvhich is the mother
of superstition is giving way before
the intelligence that is the handinald
of faitli and devotion. In fact, as to
the Z'apacy, w-c mark a grand crash
iu the wholic waIl wlîlclî bas shut out
the Bible and the pure gospel front
the people. It is like the falling of
thê raiparts of Jericho before the
trunipet blast of Joshua's hosts ; and
wlicrever the urniyr of God faces
lRozianisni, eveî*y nian znay Ilai-ch
into the bceach straig-ht before hlim
and take the -ity.

W'e cari hardly credit it thiat
Protestant churches and Protestant,
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