
CIIRISTYANITY IN NU.Ari

Defcct of life anid cliaracter, not titknowvn aniong thoir countrynien, are
hardiy ever ixoard uf -aiiiong thein. They are obscrved and criticised iii
no friendly spirit, and if thoy foll or failed flot a few of their own country-
men, now whîsporing ont!y vague insinuations, ivould withi ceasoless viru.
Icuce and iIl-concealed ploasure proclaim. their guiît. Even a portion of
the so-called religious press iu England is in baste to projudg(,e and con-
dleinit thiem, as reccut incident-, have clearly shown. Thns they are wvork--
men who need net te, be ashaxned. Addel to character is their faith.
They believe they have a divine message te corunnunicato, associatcd wvith
which is a power te enlighten and change evon the worst of mocii, suchi as
beongs ti ne other religion or any philoscphicai or social systein. Thus
they are mnade strong and compotent for great and various service. They
write and compile and translate many books and tracts. They are zealous
edueationalists. They are indefatigable preachers, usually offering the
Gospel te, the poor and ignorant, but ever ready te converse or argue with
any class, and doing tixis habitually not oniy in the tewns wliere they reside,
but over a wide exterit of country, in to'vns and villages, at festivals, fairs,
mnarkets, te a crowd or a sinall coxnpany by thie wayside. The most
Iearned of tlxen-and they have neyer been few-have translatod the whole
Bible into every widely spoken Indian language. They bave a book and
tract soeietv, with, a great variety of publications in three or more langruages,
in at least six great centres, issuing an agreeate of some millions of
pages of good, sensible Christian literature cadli year. They have te aid
them net only the 4288 native ministers and catocliàsts already xnentionod,
but also some thousands of school-teachers. As the resuit of thoe variedi
agencits, a vast amouint of Christian information is spread abroad, leading
more or less te rnany changes in opinion, sentiment, and usage far boyond
the avowedly Christian sphore. This should ho noted in any fair estimate
of missionary resits. And thcy are part of the inevitable outeome of the
attempt te, convert a great race, individually timid, speculative, conservativo,
and collective1 ' ï1.rilled threughi ages te acccpt without question an ex-
traordinary system. of faith and usage. The Christian Church. is cm-
barkced flot onl>' in the attempt te convert individuals who arc as diffficuit
te influence as Jews, Romanists, and Mohainimedans, but the stupondous
task of converting an immense empire, long under the domination of the
three most powerfui, superstitions the world has ever seen. The best efforts
in the former direction often fail, but nevertheless contribute more or ?ess
teward the latter. Education, for instance, is rnarkedly doing thxis.

The Governmcnt is worthy of bigh praise for its policy iii giving, not
oni>' a superior education te the nil and highi caste, but for providing
commnon vernacular schools for the masses. It is neutral on ail religions
questions, and it is net easy te prove thiat iL slxould be otherwise. But tho
mnissionary sehools are ail avowedly Christian and propagandist. The
Bible is habitunîlly rend and explained. The best treatises on tixe cvi-
dences of Chnistianity are used as class books. The common lesson books
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