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rope ; and bience the rival interests of'
parties cone in collision, and war is too
frequtenitly the result, even where( Ilhe
natives all Cali themselves by the nainje
of tile Prince of Peace : but rnany of
thc.ni are crita-fllvso called.-
The Iluanheineans, a fèw% years ago, gai-
lanîly defended their Country a(zainist a
French invasion, after Nvlich a Civil ivar
broke out zinotit thernselves, anti one
party then invited the Frenelh to corne
and lp tlîem against their igbu,
but the Fretich rcj etted their invitation,
althoughi it lias been stated Iliat Illc
Frenchi were the occasion of tis war,
wvhichi does not appear to be correct.-
A gyreat Change l'or the wvoise, no doubt,
lias been efl*ected in the inorals of' the
Tahitians in% gener ai, Sinre the French
liave rCiXiove(l soute of flie restiicîioîîs
of hated 1'uritanisni iii relation to hea-
then dances, and suecb likze thîngs, Nwlîich
inay have sonie evil influence on the
Cliuirches of tlie neighbouring islands,
yet, as ilhere is tnuch i'eason to believe
thiat the Tihitian M\ission wvas mucli iii-

jred by tradiiîg niissionaries belore the
Frienvli landed on that island-tlie
Freneli slîould 'lot be made scapego0ats.
The Frenich Government is now sekiiny
to relorîn flic natives by suppressing thue
heathen dances, wvhich it fouîîd to lie the
prolific source of destructive abomîina-
tions, -anîd now perniits only a moifiied
style of' dancing- in fitslioîî iil EMro-
peau society to take place on SabLatît
éveningS and sontie otiier particular oc-
casiotns.

WVe left the Rev J. l3arff and farnily
at Raintea, -%vlo are to seule at Taha,
anud sailed for the Hervey, lslaiîds on thic
25t1î, whiere we arrived on tlic 31st.-
Te 1-1 rvey Island-.- are seven in nuni-
ber, and lie fromn 500 to 000 miles west
ofr Tahiti. TIse wbole gi'oup contained
at one huile, it is supposed, a population
of about 1.1,000. It is no l'lut-il less.-
Maniyaia %vas tlie flrst of tliese islaiîds at
-whicli ive caicU. Early on the morning
of the Slst, ere Ille sun arose, ouir eyes
were greeted ýwith a lileasant view of
tbis islaiîd, %vidli presents a lowver ap-
pearance titan an3' of the Polnlsit is-
lands ivlich 1 have yet seen. lIt býeloDgS
to the liilly ciass of ishnids, and bas a
barrier reef like thse othier islaîîds of this

gup, ivhîicl mus paraliel te file coast,
(wb1)hit:h lias no hazrbour-,) and ernbraciîîg
the islaiîd preserves it safely froîn the
destructive powver of the proud Wavcs
iyhicli ever and anon break their hoary

lieads against it. As tlîuse islands have
ne asyluun for vessels flic " John WVil-
bialls;, d~ues liot m:st lier anchor liere,
and flic- Captait) eonsequently lias nîuch
dliflictzity iii landuîig tic inissionaries'
stores 11u npropi tious seasoiîs. Several
canoes starteil te nieet us, as soon as fic
flagr ofour ivelconie barque %vas spied in
Ille distant horizon, in one of whichi iere
the Rev Mesis. Geo. andi W. W. GuIl,
ivlio gave us a most cordial reception,
andi ive w'ce s1uieklv takes over the reef
by Ille natives, whlo stood in the ivater
on tflie rceeh andl as soon as tIse canoes
cainle utear seized theun and draggaed.
tlîen over arnid tIse joyilul acclamations
aîîd slîouts of' the multitude, ivlio seerned
tendsh îseased at Ilhe return of' tIhe Mis-
sion slip. Sonie of tIe sailorswîho were
iii flic vesse] to Engianfi are natives of
Mallgaia, and ivere received by their
frienfis in fheir lssual wav of iniani0Žestiniv
affection on suels occasioýns-by rubbing
of noses together. To touchl tIse lîand of
a fi'iend or straugier ivith bile nose seems
to denote ait expression of inuelh iespect
and affection. Our Biîglishi sailors
thouglit tîîat tlîis mode of' salutation ac-
counted foir tise phenonienon of the fIat
nose ivhiclh tiiese islanders exhiit.-
M'Ilen wve got to the 11ission preniises,
îviicîi exhiibit Foule finle buildings and
are very tastefully arranged, ire were
hsappy to fsnd Ille M ission luýni lies in Ille
enjovrnt of lseaîtl and nîany eoniforts.
To filie Mission flunmilies on soune of thesoý
isolated islariss Nvhiere tîiey live as if ba-
nislsedl troni thse îvorld, fli, rcturn of tlîe
M\issioni slsip is a ciicurnishaîce ivliich
soniebimes produces txears ofJoy. If the

,lnJohn Wi.fliaius" wvere scld, niîd no other
vesse1 provîded te take lier place, I fear
flie Mission stations on several islands
wvold be speedilv brokeii up. On tlie
3rdl of Api'il, îlr George GilI lsaving
kindly providedYJrs Gordon and n'ie with
isor-ses hO go over thie isîand to a Mission
station ou tbe opposite sidje, ive set off for
it in counpany ivith Mr W. W. Gi, and
in tIse kind proviudence of God had a
j)leasaust and profitable tour. Meanirbile
th)e nsatives took Up Clîaîlote Geddie
llposi their slde ini Mjrs Gill's carry-
ingy chair, aîîd ansid the shossîs anti tu-
inultuons noise of those irbo folîowed nsq,
rau où* %vith bei', and ive saw no0 more of
lier till ive got to tIse opposite side Of flic
isiand, Nileete ive found lier at the Mis-
sioni prenîîses in thle rnidst Of a largye as-
seibly of niatives ivho ivere. very kind to
ber, and seelued MUClI pleased with thelur


