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erns cdaim t(> bc equal to any educational institui-
tien iu Arnerica. Noiv this may bc truc, but iL. is
contrary to the sequonce that tAie higliest 'nduca-
tioîî van bo main tained only %vhent its resources are
in tAie rnost prosporou~s condition. Orie fluet notice.
able in the South. is the absence of public libraries
fi-oui the cliief cities and towns. Within the comn-
paratively large aud w ealthy city of Richmonîd
there is no library, of any aceotnt, available to the
lower classes.

But iii srnming tp these things it înust bc re-
membered thait wvar bias had iLs iii cifects and that
tlo country is only recovering fromi thw str-oko re-
ceivcd in tho enceuinter wvith the North.

.Altheughi the Souitheriiers are a~ very genial-and
syiiij)itthetie class of people, yet boncath it ail tiiere
seems to bc an clemeîît of wvhalt 'tpproaches fli'e-
uess. This is broîtit oîu in the frequent resort
to pistols as a mieanis of set tling (liffereilees. Iii the
recon t itcl a a t% o popuhti l.il(l dates for
Congrt3ss <irew~ pistol>3 on ecd otiier on the plat-
foi-in. The old custoni of' (lullin, lias not c t
whol ly disappeared ai thoîîgh the No rtli ru press
lias ridiculed aud huurled sarcasrn at this barbarous
custom. At thiepreseiîttiîne, aîîiyp)i-son, partticit-
larly one in a proninent position, c:uu surely af-
ford te refuse a chaîllenge, thiat îs he %votild prefer
to fight rather than flice the tauints or publie senîti-
meut and perhaý,p,, detract fromi his popularity and
social standingr

This state of a Ibirs cannot certainly e.xisL iii this
a..re of mental and moral activity, uniless tiiere i-, a
hîckz iii one or bo:lî of* tiiese elements. Aud xîot
iiiitil the South is willing to acccpt fully tho prin.
ciples of highier civilization and national progYress,
more firmly adhoered te by the Northern. States,
can there bo thaï; toue of superiority xvhieh sliotnld
characterizo tho .Anericanl nation as a whole.

Othcr miatters of intore.st regard îîg flue South
1 may bo able to produco at some future Uie.

B. A. C.

Carlyle snys of his classical education :"I n the
classica fie!'1 I am truly as nothing. ioner 1
learnedl te read ini the original witlî difliculty, after
Wolf's hroad flash of Iighit thrlow:i ilito it; £ýEschylus
and Sophecles miinly lu translations. Tacittis aud
Virgil became really interesting te nie; Flomer and
.,Esehylus above ail; Hlorace egotistie'l in Sad fi-ct I
iiever cared for ; Cicero, after long aud varions
trials, always proved -% w lady 1 zrsor and a wearcii-
nfess te me."

DICXE N S.

The miarked andi potont quality of Dickens la his

power to Sec aîîd ewouoind(iVidulal pculliar-itief3.
Hi pesnae impress uis witlî ail the vividness
of reality, -and Luis real ity arises froni biis kceen sud

doscribed. Iii readiug the works of mauy authors,
wc foel tlîat tne persons introduccd to our notice
are nie mytlîa, but in the casa of Dickens wo are
coinplelle(I to rct.urd thiem as actuall[y exîsti ng. Wo
enIter into thliir liVes. Wrc SOrrow, we lauigh %vith
themii. WVe are lircd with augovr, or 11110(1 with :ap.
pr1obation at the wvihl of the anthor.

It lias becu objeeted that is persouîages are n-
philosophie and strainied, his bad characters too
horrid, bis qucer euies too eeccentrie, aud luis geo(l
ones to tauîc. 1h ose objectionîs arc l)Srtly auswcr-
cd by the fact tliat inany of hii-, hast, personificationis
wcrc taken f'rorn i-cal life. The ch:uraeters hie ha.l
observed were iîîtenisifiod by bis imiagiation sud
giveri Lv us iii a welI dcfiuîed picture, the oxagrger-
ation. oly inicrcai-ulg Our' -Ouse of theit' reality.

So exact and cutting at timies werc hijs repre-
sentations, Lliat 1usd thecy dared the ovigioulpr
sons -%vou1d have proseeuuted thue suthor. Nearly
Overy Yorkshire s(.11ol 111ias'tel tholighit hinîself th
veritabte Squîers.

The seond great characteristie of -Dickens is bis
exhauuistlcs3s faund of î-il sud inimitaible humior.
Ile lias reuderecd gre-at service to EnlaiLitera-
turc by fuirnishiîîg the people wvith an aliuost un-
tiinited 1:, Yy of' harinlesa amusement. lus first
great worlc, the Pieckwice Papers. ca-rried the iEig-
lislu spealçing world wvith a storîn of laughiter. It
became a rage. »livei-ybody bouglît it, 1-ead it,
ltugbied over it sud talkzed it. Sai W'eller is a,
Pei-sen 'sui gars'No one eau doubt him.
Everybody likes lu i n. The jolly face of Pickwick
bearns upon us ever- witli genial coniplacency, wh ile
bis, coînical miisadvcatures cannqt fait te provoke a,
smile upon a cynies l'iee. Sam WeIIer's valentino
and the trial of Bardoîl vs. Pickl-wiek arc pcrhaps
the bcst exînulcs of Dicizons' iîappiest view». To
this wvork,> however) bis humeor is net confined. It
is seen ha nez.rly ait of thein reliev-iîg their scverity,
and rofrcshiîîg the mmiid b; iLsý liveliness. Tbhe
detecticni of weakz points is the very lifo of Dickens'
humerons perception. *Witiu discriniinati ng oye
hie selects lus persouages irom the odd ivorld
around luim, cndows them.witli appropriate defects,
then in that forîn caricatures the -%veakr.esses


