THE CHURCI IN SCOTLAND.
MEETING OF THE GENERAL
ASSEMBLY.

On Thursday, the 24th May last, the
General Assembly of the Church of Seot-
land met, according to appointment, in
the Assembly Hall, Edinburgh. The
Rizht Honourable Lord Belhaven and
Stenton, Her Majesty’s Lord High Com-
missionner, held a Levee in the Throne-
Room of [olyrood Palace, on the forenoon
of that day, which was very numeronsly
attended.  His Grace thereafter went in
procession to the ITich Church, where
the Rev. Dr. Buist, of St. Andrews, Mo-
derator ofthe previous General Assembly,
delivered the usual discourse. After ser-
vice, the procession was again formed, and
the Lord High Commissioner proceeded
to the Ascembly Hall, amid a numerous
crowd of spectators, much augmented by
the circumstanceof the day being theanni-
versary of ITer Majesty’s birth, and obser-
ved as a holiday.

Within the Hall there was a very large
attendance of Members of Assenubly, more
50, it is said, than on any previous occa-
sion since the Disruption.  The Lord
High Commissioner and the Moderator
having assumed their respective chairs,
the Assembly was constituted by devo-
tional exercises, and the Moderator (Dr.
Buist),in the customary manner, proposed
as his sucecessor the Rev. Alexander
Simpson, D. D, of Kirknewton. The
Rev. Mr. Henderson,of Kinelaven,propos-
ed, in amendment, the Rev. Dr. Bell, of

Linlithgow, as Moderator. Afiera length- |
i object which engaged the attention of the Com-
i mittee, after the meeting of Jast Assembly, was

encd discussion, the Assembly proceeded
to a vote, when the numbers were: —For
Dr. Simpson, 191; for Dr. Bell, 75; ma-
Jjority for Dr. Simpson, 116.

The Moderator’s chair was accordingly
vacated by Dr. Buist, and assumed by Dr.
Simpson. .

Principal Lee, as senior Clerk, then
read*the Royal commission appointing
Lord Belhaven Her Majesty’s Representa-

tive to the Assembly, and afterwards the |

Queen’s letter, which was of the usual
tenor,and enclosing the customary donation
of £2000 for education in the Highlands
and Islands. .

The: Moderator then addressed his
Lordship and the house, after which the
Assembly adjourned.

On the following day, I*ri 'ay the 25th,
the Rev. Mr. Robertson, of Edinburgh.
presented the Report of the Committee on
Correspondence with Foreign Churches.
The Report was chiefly taken up with
details connected with the Protestant

Central Society of France—a society .

which was formed in Parisin April, 1847,
by the union of four socicties, consisting
of lay and clerical members of the Protes-
tant Church of France, with the view of

promoting the Protestant faith in France. -

-

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

i In doctrine, the members of this society

were sonnd in the faith, and held the
principles of religious establishments. Mr.
Boucher, a member of the society, had
visited Scotland since last Assembly ; and
the committee had given him a letter of
recommendation to the ministers of the
churcli ; but the object which he had in
view of obtaining assistance for the so-
ciety, had not been attended with much
suceess, although he returned to his own
country witha grateful recollection of the
kindness with which he had been receiv-
ed. The society, with a view of extending
the kindly co-operation thus commenced,
had deputed M. Philippe Boucher and
M. Henri Grandpierre as a deputation

to visit the Assembly at their present |

meeting.  Mr. Robertson concluded by
stating that he had now to place in the
hands of the Moderator a letter from the
society, which was then read. It expressed
an carnest wish on the part of the Pro-
testant Chureh of Fraunce to co-operate
with the Clhurch of Scotland, as the two

! bodies held a common faitl, and were si-

milar in organization.

The Report was unanimously adopted
and the thanks of the Assembly voted to
Mr. Robertson, the Convener of the Com-
mittee.

On Saturday the 26th, Dr. Robertson,
as Convener of the Committee on Endow-
ments of Chapels, presented the Report of
the Committee, the following synopsis of
which adds some interesting facts to those
already givenin the Presbyterian, rclative
to the Glasgow Quoad Sucra Churches.

The report set out by stating that the first

the preparation of such forms of procedure as
were required by recently passed statute, in
order that the sanetion of the Court of Teinds
might be obtained to the constitution of these
chapels  This was a work of great difficulty to
the law portion of the Comunittee, and at length
drafts of forms or styles werg prepared by 3Mr.
James Hope, for which the church was under
great obligation.  These had subscquently been
revised by the Dean of Faculty; and the Com-
mittee were of opinion that the styles were now
in such perfect conformity with the Act of
Parliament, as to ensure the sanction of the con-
stitutions of the chapels by the Court of Teinds.
Notwithstandinz various causes of delay, the
Committee were happy in being able to say, that
the cases of all the chapels reported on at last
Assembly, with a single exception, were ready
to be taken into the Court of Teinds. The
artention of the Committee, in the prosecution of
their labours, had been chiefly directed to the
eases of chapels in large towns: the endowment
of which they couceived to be a matter of the
greatest consequence. In large towns it was

¢ found that o much greater effort was required to

promote this object than in small places, and
hence the Committee would anxiously press on
wealthy congregations in large towns the pro-
priety of making congregationul efforts to uphold
such chapels. A preposal was submitted, with
this view, to the Kitk Sessious of Edinbuigh, and
it had been very favourably received; bug just at
that very time, the decision was given by the
House of Lords in the case of the Glasgow
Chgrehes, and this induced the Committee to
commence the movement in that city in prefer-
ence to Edinburgh, A large, influential, and most
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enthusiastic meeting had accordingly been held
theve; at which it was agreed to appeint a Com-
mittee to obtain subscriptions for the endowment
of the chapels which had, by this decision, been
placed in their possession.  The labours of that
Committee had been attended with the most
marked suecess; and already subscriptions pay-
able in five years had been given to the amount
of £10,000. The Committee calculated on being
able to raise at least double that sum fur the
object they had in view; so that it would be scen
that it was perfectly practicable to wmake the
Church of Scotland again commensurate with
the wants of the country. Let other towns but
do their duty in the same way as Glasgow had
done, and what was regarded as a vain dream of
the Committee would be clothed in substance
and converted into reality, That valuable friend
of the Chureh, Sir James Campbell, in addition
to the munificent subscription of £300 to the
local endowment fund, was prepared to subscribe
£1000 to the general fund, or £20 to cach of the
proposed chapels. [ Dr Robertson here stated that
he believed another valuable member of the
church had followed the example of Sir Jumes
Campbell, and had subscribed £1000 to the ge-
neral fund.] The Committee heartily approved
of the plan propused by Sir James Campbell to
supplement local exertion, and they recommend-
ed it to the cordial udoption of the church. 'The
Committee concluded their report by waking
two suggestions.  Firstly, that the Endowment
scheme should be put upon the sume footing as
the other five schemes of the church. and Le sup-
poried by an annual colleetion.  Secondly, that
on some evening during the sitting of the As.
sembly a public meeting of the friends of the
church should be held, under the auspices of that
venerable house, to advise and determine on the
maost expedient weasures for promoting subserip-
tions in supplement of the fund sugeested by Sir
James Campbell.

The Report and its suggestions were
highly approved of by the Assembly, the
thanks of which were presented to Dr.
Robertson. N

Some steps were taken towards the
consolidation of the various Acts of As-
sembly relative to the course of study of
candidateggfor license, and committees ap-
pointed on several matters of local inte-
rest.

On Monday the 28th May, the Report
of the Colonial Committee was presented
by Dr. Clark, its Vice-Convener.

This Report gave the gratifving iutellizence,
that during no year since the commencement of
their operations had they been enabled to ap-
point so great a number of winisters and mis-
sionaries us during the one which hLud passed.
Sinee their last report the Committee had
been enabled to send out to different parts of the
colonies six ministers and two missionaries, who
were all actively engaged in their ditferent loca-
lities, and also two schoolmasters, of whom the
Committee had reeeived the most favourable ac-
counts, Former applications were urged with
increasing anxiety, and new ones made from
time to time ; but the Connnittee could not find
ministers nor missionaries to answer them. With
regard to the N. American provinees, the Com-
mittee had continued to receive most pleasing
accounts of the benefit which had resulted from
the labours of deputations seut to these provinces;
and during the past year they had endeavoured to
carry into effect the recommendations contained
in the deliverange of the last Assembly, and the
authority then given them to enguge the services
of preachers of the gospel for a limited term of
years, and also to send out schoolmasters and
cutechists to Cunada, but hitherto, they were
sorry to say, with little effect. There were va-
| cancies to be supplied at Halifax, Newtfvundland,




