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Another example was that of a pentleman re-
sihng on the Contment, whose contiibutions coni-
nmienced about ive vears ago with a sumple dona-
von ot £.20. I 1851, tus years wilt bad risen
to over L.2700, m 18535, to £ 5665 ; and. last
January, he intunated his readiness 10 mahe his
donatiens for 1856 crther £.13,000 or £.16,000—
adding, that, when they v ere goue, moie would
be fortheonung. “Fhis geutleman’s auswer to some
mquiries was, that the more he gave, the more
he got.  He was a richer wan now than when
hie first began to give.

RELIGION OF THE CAUCASUS.

It would be very difficult to point out pre-
cisely what are the religious doctrines en-
tertained by the mountmneers, as they are
extremiely vague and indefimte. The ruined
churches—the  decayed awnd monldering
wooden crosses, fonnd in many places
groves and forests—the frequent oceurrence
of seme Christian rite being found sull in
use among the tribe< of the Western Cauca-
sus, lead inevitably to the conclusion that
at some pentud the Christian rcligion must
have been prevalent heie j by, if so, the
spitit of Christianity has long since entirely
disappeared and been supetseded by that of
Ishunism, introduced n days of yore, 1t is
suid, Ly 2 certun princess and her nobles.
The majority of the people have buta conlus-
ed conception of a deny, whom they worship
in ceremonies compounded of the usages of
Chnsuanty, Mahommedauism, and Paran-
ism. Some of the uibes 2ill pay homage
to a God of Thonderand a God of Lizhtnne,
as well as the Gods of Winds, Waters and
Tore«ts s but, as they have no priests except
the Mohammedan Mullah<, the office of con-
secrating the ovenand sneep,brought assae-
rifices 1o these deites, and offered in tradi-
tionally sacred gioves and forests, is usually
performed by agzed men of uniapeached
chatacter.  The teast of Easter is <ull hept
nevertheless with comething hke Chnstian
ceremonies; and in the beginning of Spring
the people observe a long fast, after which
theyhavea festival,at which they present col-
ored egus 1o one another, a custom prevalent
in Russia aud many pants of Germany at the
same scason. Iu a few scattered monntain
caves a hind of worship is paid to the proph-
¢t Elias, but without any reference tn a
Christian tradition ; and the people in zencral
we greatly under the inflacnce of child.<h
supenstiions and fears of witchealt aud of
ghusts.—The Caucasus. By L. Moser.

Tir LITTLE GIRL THAT FVEVYRODY 1OVED.—
. Doddenlize onc day asked hislirtle guirl why o
was that everybody loved her.” 1 hnow not. she
vephicd, ¢ cxcept that love everybody.” Tlis
is the truc secret of being laved. ¢ He that bath,
or would have, friends,” saith Solomen, * must
show hunself fiiendly.™  Love begets love. II
nobody loves you, 1t 1s your owu fanit.”?

NOTICE OF BOOKS.

Tug EXTENT OF THF ATONEMENT ;) ¢ Sermon
delivered by the Rev. Rodert Branelt in St J1a-
drew’s Chureh, Hum lon. Oclober 20, 1856.~~
‘Tlus scasonable discourse contains a concire schies
ot sound and foraile remarks in delence of a
fundamental truth of the Gospel.—It appears at,
aume whenfibe pulput is, 1o a wide extagd, the
vehicle of a Kind of negative theolagy, and hiabie
to censure more forits sitence than tor s direct
uncouadness ; more for What 1t does not say than
for whai it does say.  The doctune of an asone-
menl ol oveieinn wul detetmnatc extent, secunng
ihe elemnat satvation ot obt Whot ity design cme
Wiaces antt whose st coven, sounds haish
the ¢ar of that seeular and eelfish thing, so widdy

TIIE PRESBYTERTAN.

current for Christianity, bwfthe author has suc-
cesrlully shown it to be the very truth of 1uspired
Senptute. Itis worthy ot specsal notice, too, that
11 bas been held sacredby the holiest en of every
age, many of who have lud dowan thewr Jives
iy detence.  Accordingly ot bas a pronunence
worthy of its impoitance m the aiticles of the
famous Westmunster Contession. It 1y gieatly
to be dewired that the Sermon of our esiimable
author may be very generally perused ; and,
shonld it have no happier result, 1t will serve the
purpose of a testimouy which has always been
beld fast by the fasthful witnesses of Christ—
Jluasnddton Spectwtor.

Nebuchadnezzar. By the Rev. John Colvin,
Glusgow : Robert Ande:ison.

Tisis an eloquent and instructive exposition,
analysis and apphcation of the character and his-
tory of one ot the most strihing persons and
extraerdinary series of impressive events 1ecorded
in the Sacred Volume, In the graphie language
of Mr Culvin, “in the group of character Jeptet-
ed by Daniel, Nebuchaduezsar stands conspreuons.
Like another admouitory pullar, but m the realins
of thought, hie rises at ore tinse boldly fromn a bauis
of teries'sial splendour rarely equatled.  Around
that basts e profusely scatiered the elements of
wealth, luxury and sensial enjoyment. At
another, the basis s desolation.  Those elements
of maygmficence and ram concentiate ther nnport
in the deeply-graven mseriptions which mark the

piiar.  Letus try to decipher them by the hght
of Nebuchadneszar's hfel  In thus elevated

strmn the awhor procceds 10 illustrate the entire
story. as recorded 1 the sublime pages ol the
prophet, heeping i view throughout the profound
lessons whis’ it is so well caleulated to bring
home to every Chnstian heart.  All the bghts,
derived alike from ancient history and modern
researcly, are retlected in the discourse most effec-
uvely, yet anpreteadingty.  We wish the work
success for another reason—ts circulation will aud
a cliarsiable object in the reverend author’s parish
—an object which is the unmediate cause of its
being commmutied to the press.

A Trealise on Juslification by Faith. By
Paton  J. Gloag, Assastant Mimster ot Dun-
mag. Edmburgh : Paton & Ritchie.

We regard this treatise as of very cousiderable

value ; 3t appears to us to supply a deswderatumn

i theological lterature, and to belong to a class

of works ot which there are, we believe, by far

too few. [very oue must bhave felt the ueed
there 1s of lomical and readable statements of
the great theological truths., as they are held by
the Frotestant Churches.  We donotmean works
of popular devotion ; such worhs have their value,
but there 15 no waunt of them. Neither do wo
refer 1o complete and scholustic expositions of
theology. ‘There 1s, indeed, great necessity for
the labour of the clergy in tlus departmicnt; and
much requires 10 be doue before our thcolagical
hieratuse can be regarded as i 2 condition so ad-
vanced amd matured as almost any ather branch
ot study.  But there 1s a class of boohs, ditferent
from both of these, for which there 1s a necessity
stull more iturcdiate—books appealing to the gen-
cral 1eason of men, mather thun to devolonal
fechny or scholarly eruditton  Such works ap~
pral to tie great majority of readers and of think=
ers 3 and there 1s no reason why they should
nat be at once clear, readable and theologically
sound. We do nut beheve that religions truth
can be sufficiently apprebended without consud-
crable excreise of thought and uquiry @ bhut, on
the other hand, sull less can we behieve that a
satisfactory and rational rehigious belief can be
acquired only by the scholar, or 1s out ot the reach
of any man whatever who will sufficienty and
cartiestly mve his mind to the subject.  Xet, of
works of this kind. the tnore popular and the
greater numbeor ate not, to say the least of i, on
the side of orthodoxy. A wman’s old religious be-
hiet, which he has gathcicd s the teaclung of

the clergy, must be rozed fiom the very foundas

tion before he can accept the theological system
Maunce. Thete v great need, therefore, b
such works wanmtamanyg planly. and with logicy
force, the old orthiadoa ductrines of our Chureh, fr
15 not 1ight that there shouki be so vast a disere.
paney lLetween the doctrines dehvered from the
pulpits of wur Established Churches ard e
abler and more rauonal theological hierature

The treattse befure us 18 an able work of the

kmd of which we have spoken. It contas
a statement aud argument, clear, compreher <
and logically conistent of the doctrine of Jusuy.
canonti)y Faith; undoubtadly the most importa
of all those rehigious doctrines which may fe
styled peculiatly Protestant. There is, bestdes,1,
doctrine of vur Church with has of late been maz,
formally or powerfully assailed: and we confiy
ourselves glad to meet which a statement of or.
thodox truth on the subject so well reasonee,
withal so reasonable and so free from bigotry arg
prejudice, as the work beforeus. It s @ shon
Woik, indeed, considenny the scope of the subject;
there we other books which diccuss the top.e
mote fully, but these are not for the general rea¢.
er, and are full of old and worn-out discussions ,
aud we hnow of no work on the subject whick s,
on the whole, nearly so satisfactory asthe treatss
of MrGloag. The work isextremely condensed,
tuere are practical appeals ndeed, and we &
not understand how a theological work could b
without them ; but not aumless or meamngless ihe
oric ; and in son:e portions the author has g e
us the result of lus studies, rather than the tully
developed process of reasomng.  We think, .
deed, that too grent brevity is the mam fanlt of
the book ; but a learned and valuable appenan
ably discusses those points which appeared to 1ne
Auathor to require fulier exposition than thay could
fitly reccive in the text.

We regret we cannot afford space for quotatio
or for exaunnation or Mr Gloag’s arguments ; bat
our readers will find that, both in style and mai-
ter, Mr Gloag’s work willamply repay the mogt
attenttve perusal.—Scotlish Literary Guazclle.

WE commence in thix issue the publica:
tion of the Annual Address to the Students
of Queen’s College at its opening. As
is usual with the emanations from Dr.
- George’s pen, it is powerful, vigorous and
instructive, and will well repay perusal.

MORAL COURAGE.

Tar heroic virtues, as they are called, hase
been greatly celebrnted in ali ages of the wonw
1 need searcely do wore than 1enund you thaia
large portion of that ancient literature, wik
which you are wade familiar in this plaee. i
cmiploy ed to unfold the cownge and triumphs &
the warior, and, were it my ann specakiy
commend and glustrate this kind of heromm, 1
cuuld do nothing better than direct your atten 2
to the Epic productions of Greece and Rome.
It is well known to every echolar that the wee
derfal genius of Homer, as well as that ot sowe
ather poets, has Uirown around wilitary advemes
& pecahar glory ; uor can it be dented that come
of these wiiters have set off the powers of the
warnor with such fascinatiug charms as mar &
not a httle dangerous to young and ardent minés
But the evil of this fascination is not, thats
tenches men o be bmve, but that it is apt®
chensh a reckless ambation, winch secks bsd
ciids by bad means. I will not deoy that tie
pretty to which 1 have referred may have beed
made subzervient to tius.  The labours of gems
have not always been conscerated to holy por
poxes; nor can it be doubted that the worst par
stons have somctimes drawa nourishment frod
the loftiest productions, as well as endeavourcd 8
find m them apologies for the darkest crimet
Yet the well-inforted do not need to be told
that the marstial poets of antiquity did not
much awaken and direct the warlike apint
' their age as celebmte tho heroie decds of 1
| people among whom they lved.




