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ETERNITY.
021 sbet st thou, Evrnity ¢
& ragd, uncbbing, shioreless sea !
Toe spurit’s Uietine, when resnmed
TBE fhly dress, 50 long 1nhnmed
Wby Earth's bosotn~una on high
Shadd bo uplited towand tha sky,
Tha coliossean, mizhity hand
“7aitn, tieangel, whose broad stand
B2l bo, cotfointiy, aca und lang,
While be pruclainietti, i the name
"Uf Hup who did Creation frame,
dad Who existeth evennore—
Tine’s uag-protracied nigu 1s o'er.
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a1 whatart thou, Eternhy 1
Locral with the Deaty,
Tamn o Ieguttng haa'st, With Iim,
* Presang Uis pratse the Seraphim,
R fuou wast! yea, €70 Ohe star lts raco
- Begam through s cabounged space !
Tansawit ol Mo and Chaus pass,
] Whea Gud il = Lizut —and light thero way 3
R~ Al thua Bebelu'st when ctherlung,
E.. D plotlous warld 1o bang spruag ;
A from thiuo altetude subljue,
il warch thia birthday of young Time,

* Qh ! ‘shat ast thou, Erernity ¢
Tilsshomable mysiery 1
Anants’d thouxut reculls from thes ¢4
Valaly It strives 10 compretend
Whatno beluning hasd—~nor end
B Salever kaow ! Mun's fecble miad,
RE-- -T2t clccumseribed crrdes bind,
. & Wrongbioat by Tunc, invaincssars
IR~ Todelculnte thy lenzih of days.

Tet. od, subime Eteraky !
Logaected with Man's uesting
oz urt; ums with hitnself Jotk rest,
* {¥en bis aliode shall B3 thy breas,)
. Waciher a curse or vitasing thou
E- ' Wlipcore unto uim : onhis sew,
* That fitde apace, tas s alure Langs.
e with endleds 2oy sor peugs,
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The Sisnér muscs, tremblinglr,

E . Oaides, oh, dreay Kierany

. And. kb a spirit fear-subdued,
Coniemplates thy infinstude ,~
Notso the Clirisisan ; though whh ave,
8e feels T mument duth bim drav
Hearer chv enprance, st no fear

F - "Sthdocs bh soul: Lictteasures fhere
Aro all laid &p, wnd sately, whero
N¥ moth nor rast can c'or destruy
Heespoliers thede vite arts employ.
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" THE CHINESE.

b 18wl on *bis topic, becanss i is e
s wderstacding of a difficulty tht mects the
My 09 the threshald of his work, hdalso bo-
? itkant 3 corvoet siew of it. the eefler canuat
T xeteod idolatrs, shicl, like a huay incavne,
P33 ke min 1, hirdening the heart ad destroy-
9%l From this siew of facts. ito unio 1n-
fetdat China is ot a pranieg 8eld fonre Chny
pMiaaay. A mor tudiang sphecaannos bo
. T T —————

* Coneludrd from lass weck X

| found in all the pagan world. The conditin and
! eharacter of the puaple, tho sigus of the times, and
{ the plam interpretation of prophecy, all vonspire to
* warrant the expectation that tho dwellers in !llu- laud

of Slinim. rlmll cro long both know and oboy the
truth.

The propagator of this * now doctrine,’ o3 tho
Chiners often call our religion,—~now only beeause
of their ignorance,~must come down to their low le-
vel, ond texeh them the elements of roveuled rulie
Kion, commeucing with its firat and simplost facts.—
The Chinese are not wanting in intellect ; but in oll
watters of religion, they have rendered themselves
weak.  For this weakness, this want of life, thers is
one remedy, a sovervign remedy 3 and it rosts with
those who holl this remedy, to decide whetlicr or
not it shall by upeeddily enjoyed by all the inhaljtants
of tho Middle Kingdom. ~ With the proper men and
tieany at command,—such as Christendom esn abun.
dautly  supply,—~ten yoars would umply suffice to
gil\'o the volunis of inspiration to all the familias of
China,

Christian reader, besr with mo a linlo longer ;
aud as the gals of the Chinese. and their ministers
of religion. their temples, their altars, their sacrifices,
&e., pass rapidly in review befors you, contrast all
thers with \t‘uat you yourself enjoy.

Tho of the thico orthodax scets aro these,
and others liko theso : Heaven, Earth, Ancestors,
—these aro the great gods; nest come goils of the
hills. the rivers, und the seas; the god of fire ; god
¢ rain; god of thunder ; pod of the kitchen ; and
#0 on, to the vory lowest objects, and to things inna-
merable.  ‘The common namp for theso deilied olx
jetts, to which they offer prayers and sacrifices, and
for which they build altars and temples, is Shin, a
generio term of wide extensian 3 and, in both tha
colloguial and classico! languagw of the Chineso, this
word Shin, holds the sune placo as Elohim did ia the
Hebrew, Theos in the Greck, Deus in tho Roman,
a?'dh our plain old Saxon Ged and gods in the En.
glich,

Centuries ago very strong cfforts wero made by
certain Josuits to xot uside this term Shin, and to
substitute the title Z¥ents, * Celestiol and Ruler,”
asa translation ofthe name God ; aud within tho last
twenty years these effurts have bien renewed by some
Protestant missionaries. At present, the Jesits
and all thoother Romanists uso Tienchu, ¢ Heaven-
Iv Lond ;7 the few Protestants, who now contend for
Tica-ti, now use Shangti, * High Raler;® whilo a
latge majority-of their Protestant brethren adhero to
Shir | as the only suitable word for God. It is wow
the settled opivion, I believe, of all our Protestant
missioyaries in Chiua, that, in translating the He-
brew Seriptares into Chinese, the proper name Jo-
boval should be tmusferred, and  Elokim always
translated.  Wo can sy in Chinese. * Jehovah our
Shin,” just as we do in English, ¢ Jehovals our God.’
Nothing ean be more plain and simple and unmis-
takable than this, and withal it corresponds well to
Chineso urage

although it has not ulways been so, nor when adopt-
ed by the Gavernment, “has it always excluded the
vther sects.  The winisters of thir stato religion, aro
the Emperor and his officers; he, the.Son of Hea-
;cn.] is the great, High Priest, and they the Priest-
O
selfconstituted orders of priests and priestesses. The
Budhistic arc far thg most numervus, and the majori
ty of them are mendicants.  Tho others are support-
ed cishez by endowed catablishments, or by phvata
means
Tho temples and altars are numerous and costly ;
{ and these and'the
! pal places whero

Chinese do homage to these

*buree, thereare prisate altars and shrines and ima-
ges, i numbers almost infinite.

The times and scasons fisud on for petforming Chuch, whh an -
d the weakening and Julnsinggﬂgcnou of | their religiuns services.aro tarious s soino aguual of | of the Chunh, shich ar nuw guing un amuag o

i apuual;, some monthly wr semrmuntkly , others

" aro daily , and others oocasivna. Tho Jews Year

unetals, marriages, dhn dag-slen ang new work is
t0 Yo underfaken, ot when a-chis i born, or when
»a%zseeliv 9 be sent to.roa, and'sach like-cvents,

Cenfucianisnt has been called  the State religion,’ i

OF the other two orthodux socts, there are i

ves of the dead are the princr- |
T

m? *he ncy moogs, the equinuacs, 2 the solsiioes,
: ;i;d atker like fermp ane - carefally remoembered.— )

——— —— - —

aro among the accasionu! searons, whica it is custor-
i ary to celobmto with religious sercices. In the state
‘ religion, the stato dress und a ceromonial estalilished
by law. are required. Their rites and coremonies
are many and tedious; auwong thom are numerons
ublutions, bowinge, kueelings, chauntings, cte.
i Tho same ceremonics obtain with tho utlier sects ;
but their official robes uro less costly and less ole-
| gant.  Theie sscrifices cnnsist of oxou, shoep, goats,
pigd, fowls, fish, rico, eakes, various fruits, with obla.
tions of wino and strong drink. On theso, after thoy
have been duly presented to the gods, tho dovotees
and their fricnds are accustomed 1o feast.

Tho cast of all these,—god«, tomples, altars, sa.
crifices, incense, processions, with all their appenda.
ges,—is very great ; greator fur, I suspoot, than is
onlinarily paid by tho peaple of Christiun uations, for
the support of tlieir roligion. On the effcts wwhich
must result, and which § have seen resulting from
this perversion of things, T now leavo you, Chris-
tian reador, alopo to jonder.

Thave perused sundey papars, receotly written,
to prove that tho ancient Chineso wero Monotheists,
not Polytheists ; having a ¢ Monotheistio religion of
patriarchal tradition ;' ‘but such *notions’ I' have
never seen substantiated.  Sobor listorians, so far
a3 1 ean nscertain, givo us no ground for such an
hypnthesis, . -

Being, as wo believe they were, tho deseendants
of Noah, the remotest ancestors of all nativny, wero
Monotheists. But then, when did the Chinese be-
giuto bo anation? Wo find, in their Historieal
Records, well authenticnted dates back to B. Q.
2357 ; and alt traditions, so fur as I know, gecord
with tho history.of that age, in dealaring the nation
to be tho worshippers of inany gods.

The wionarch and ki ministers woro accustomed
to engage in acts of religious homage. And so it
was with the people ; and so it has continued to bo
down to the present day.  On the accession of tho
second Monarch, ealled Shun, sacrifiees were offered
by im to all thy gds literally, Pek Shin, * the
hundred divinities,” to the Gods superior, and the
gods inferior.  From the great divinities heaven and
carth, called Skang 74, i. c., high rulers ; and thoso
of the <un, the moon, the stars, the cold, the drought,
aud the four seasons; down to these of the hills and
rivers,~including local divinities,—* not oro was
neglected.’

llis Londship the pious and escellent Bishop of
Victoria, (Hog Kong,) has during this month, put
forth bis yiews in favor of this * monotheistic ruli-
gion,’ firtin an editorial of the North Chipa He-
rald, October 2d, and afterwards in a charge to his
missionary clergy ; parts of which cliarge ure alrea-
dy published in the samo paper, and more are et to
appear.—Cor. £. Ree.
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SIGNS.

This is an age of ** indications.” On all sides,
and of all kinds, are signs to be scen.  How much,
they may mean, or what they mean, is a matter.that.
i i3 not always readily determioed.  There arg seme

signs however, which cannot readily be mistelen.—
Fop 1y betoken progress, some i the right aud some in
the wrong dircction. ,

Wa have faith to belicve that the Christian wosld
is on the whole, advancing in the vight direction, so0
that ero long there will be mare of teath and lexs of
error prevailing amorig the great body of those scho
call themselves Christisngthan thers is at present.

Weare glad to sco the signs which here and there
greet tho Churchnian’s oye, indicating that our bre-
threa, who many yearsago ¢ went out from us; and
yuito forsouk * the guod old paths,” are cuming-toa
better mind, and are boginning to understand and to

sental t0 2 | they hare deified.  Besides the public piaces of cop- | Appreviate, what their fathurs esteemed as oot unly

iy rufituble, but abaulately perilous Wa svund Sitn
and a holy life. .
«he Janges in favour of the usages and scrxa:s
bedivs of Chiridians, are buth gl’,'.\(;f):ug and promis
ing.  We are quits certain that they will oot sop
short of changes which will in a measuro involse pnp-
qples. Whea denominations begin to eall their
meoling houses Churches, 2nd designate parishes by
Apostolic names, and sdopt clerical robes; then they
! Jetermine to presch old doctrines, teach the eld erced:




