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Poctrp.
"7 ALL THINGS ARE YOURS.

reom Nigkt Watches. or the DPeace of tio Cross.
nY L. L.

* For all things are veurs whether | the world, or
Jife, or deathi, orthings bregent, or thing: 1o comc; all
arv vours . and yo are Christ's, und Chriat’s 13 God's.'—
2 Cor it 2-23.

Ot Christian of weak faith ! Why art thou fearful ?

Why ie thy soul cast down ¥ Why sbould'st thoubo
Disquicted, and rorrowful, and tearfu),

When Christ hath promised still 10 Le with thee ?
Jh sinking hieart, bear up, nor dread the trial,

Qur loving Blaster sces thy soul may need;

“Th¢ path tv Heaven is by self-denial.—
The passport is the Cross whero Clrnt did bleed.

Ixthlle serd sorrow in thy path ef duty ®

Ol fear it not i the phantmn dark and grim,
That with its gloomy shadow mars hic's beauty,

Can ne'er obstruct the way whih leads to lim !
Press anward boldly ; donot fhrink or falter,

And thou wilt find tho dark form in tho road,
1% huo, and character, and features alter

Intoan ANGEL leading up to Gob.

"Tho eruel tharns which threat to picrce and wound thee,
Ifthou persist the natrow way to tread,

W1ill, as thy feot press on, with pain surround thvy,
Bat, vuh the wound, mysterious bealing shed :

And tender flowers, at first unscen, aro lurking
Bencath the prickly hedge, to chieer thy hearts

Their fragrance thou'lt inbale, whilst nobly werking,
1Vith carncst 2eal, to pain ibe * better part”

Wot to luxurious ease is our vocation 3
Qur Master Lids us bend bencath tho Cross ;
And, in His strength to work out our salvaton,
And, save 113 grace, to © count ail things but loss.”
11is Love, afull free tido for cver flowing,
Revivas the soul through all the weary night §
And Fatl, Ly tho still waters cver sowing,
Shall reap at last g harvest of delight.

All things aro ours - Yes, all to us are piven :
The world—or life—or death—or things to como—
Or precent things, and promises of Heaven.
Our loaged for 1L -t—our sure abiding Iome 1
And e are Chrict’s . and Chnist s God tLe Father's
A glricus ownership ; Exoltingly,
In patient hope, we wait until He gathers,
is s1en, 10 share 1is great Eternity !

Religious Wigcctlany,
AMW\."M"-‘\W\’Y”-' L B A L 2 VN
THE BELIEVER'S SURETY.
(Coneluded jrom last 1w 1))

Some have founded Christian comfust not on the
7ot we bring forth, buton the cunxivusaess that we
helieve. Nodoubt we are conscious of what is pasung
wp our minds ; but many arc conscious they beheve,
whosa faith is not the faith of Chrizt. Wenay believe
-pany thingd whi'e in the gall of Litterness and bond of
miquity.  Savl of Tarsus was conscioas that ho desir-
~} to d» Gol service while trampling an the Divine
watbority. (Otur hearts are deceitful above all things,
1od, therefore, nevher consciousness, nor any other
fecling, laysa solid foondation for hope. We are com-
manded to rest on Christ bimself, the great object of
Aith, and in propartion 10 ur confidence in Iim, will
bo cur arsurance of szlvation. To pguard us against
she deccitfulnees of sin, we are commarded to compare
aar condact with the fruit of the Spirit, as sct forth 1a
tho Bcriptures of truth.  An spostle says, ¢ And bere-
by wo do know that we know bim, if we keep his com-
mandments.” * My littlo children, lct us not lova in
word, neither in tongoe ; bat in deed and in truth.~
Aod hereby wo koow that wo aro of tho truth, and
shall aceuro our kearts beforo Lim.* (1 Jobnii.S;
ii. 39, 19.) It bas boen crrouconsly maintained, that

| ing upon the name of the Lond, we have the promise

it i impossiblo for a beliover to entertnin a doubt of
his aceeptance.  "Thoss who hold  this sentiment sup-
pose. that when wo are commanded to wake our call-
iy and clection sure, it means making it surc to
others ; but when the apostio spehks of asaurig our
Loarts betoro Him, be speaks of our own hearts, not of
the hearts of utherz. We may, through temptation,
loso our consolation in Christ.  Wo may, in a measure
let slip the truth  and grieve the Holy Spint, thus los-
ing tho carnest of our inheritance. (Eph. i.14.) This
is figured by Bunyan's pilgrim losing bis roll, and be-
ing vblized to return forit.  In this case, a behover is
called to repent, nnd do bLis first worke, to awako out
of sleep, to arise frem the dead, and Clinist will give
bim life.  Our clection can only be made sure by as-
certainivy our calling. Thus the aposle knew the
cleetion of the Thessalonians—(1 Thess. w4, 5)=and
he encourages the Coriuthiaus by reminding them of
the faithtulness of God, who had called them into the
fi-llowship of His dear Scn, and who, ho was assured,
would confirm them to tho end. (U Cor. 1. 8,9.) The
sum of the matter is, that every sinnar, without ex-
ception, who hears the Gospel, has tho most ample
£ ~unds for the fullest confidence in Clrst for salva-
tion, and whea the Sperit takes of the thngsof Clirist
—the dignity of 3is person, the infinite valuo of his
atonement, and the freeness of his salvation—and
shows thern to the mind, in other words, when God
roveals his Son in them, they put thew trast wn IHim,
obeying the truth through the Spirit.  The supply of
tho Spirit is as cssential to tho continuance, as to the
commencement of faith; and, although bo who hath
begun a good work, will perform it uatil the day of
Christ , yet we arc in constant danger of losing sight
of the truth, which can only be kept in viow by watch-
fulncss and proycr.  Wa onpht never to be satisfied
witha peradventure we ehall be saved ; the quostion 18
too momentous tobe luit in doubt ; let us then give di-
Jigene to the full assurance of houe unto the end, and
never be eatisficd with «ut baing able 10 say, who loved
1ue and gave himself for me.  In order to this, it is not
neceesary £or usto Loll that Christ died for alt man-
kit 3  Inthat cas., Lis dying for me could atford mo
ny satisfaction, fur it miust be adwf®ad that many pe-
rish ; but all who hcar the Gospel are comuanded to
trust in Chriat for ealvatisn, with the zssurance of ac-
ceptarre. I then, baving renounced every other
pround of hope, we lock to Christ for salvatien, call-

of GoJ, coafirmed by his cath, that we shall be saved.
Ifvze know the Lord as the Saviour of sinners, it is
becanse we were first known of him. (Ual.w. 9)—
What a proof is it of the cotruption ofour Liearts, that
we are 2 frequently diverted frem celtivating the en-
Joymeut of tuawslup with God Ly the lying vanitics
of thisevil world!  What is all arcand us when view-
¢din the light of ctermty ¥ What are the days of
man's vain life wlich he spendeth av a shadow, cor-
pared with 20 exeecding and wternal we.pht of glory,
or 1o Leeast into the Jake of fire, where the smoke of
their torment shall ascend fur ever ard ever —Laot us,
then, desire one toing of the Lord, and that It us seck
after, that we may dwell in the bou:e of the Lord for
ever ; while we are in this wotld, It us not be ratifi-
¢d without the cnjoyment of the hight of God's counte-
nance, and tLe anticipation of the rest which remaimn-
cth for the people of God.  Let us quard agangt fall-
ing into temptation, notguerely to open, but to seeret
ein. Wo must® take us the foxea, the butle foxes,
that «p-il the vinces, for our vines base tender grapes.”
(Cant. ii. 15.) Christ sy, and the meseage 1s ad-
dreszad to believers, * Bebold Istand at the door and
knock ; if any manlear my vuce, aad open the door,
I will come in to him, and wdl sup with lum, and Le

withme.” (Rev. fii. 20.) Let us plead with him
who has the key of David, who sbuuteth and none can |
opca, and openceb and none can shut, that ke would |
take entire paesession ¢f vur hearte, and reagn there
without a rival.
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WnaT 1T pors—Temperance puls woed on the
fire, flour in tho barrel, vigor in the bedy, intelligeace

ip tko brain,and spiritin the whele ccmpesition of man.

ot —_—

MODERN INFIDELITY AND TRUE FAIT;

Tur Lomlon Christian Observer, in o sreview o
Vinet's Jiseours sur g lyues supts elipieuz, presouts
the folluwing just and practical views :

 "There is an objection which is continually cast in
the teeth of bolievers : and from the pronunent place
assigned ta it by infidelity, %o might expect to fiod it
cither really sound, or at least specious ; but earcfully
dizected, it turnsout to bo tho very quintessence of
shallownuess. ¢ ‘The word of Gad,' says our opponents,
* i3 full ol mysteries ; theroforo we cannot believe it
Iow lightly do some persons decide generally upon
the most important subjects | LThe pretension of un.
derstanding everything in a religion given to us by
Gol, is unjust and stravagant. It Is unjust ; for it
wa have tho means of ascertainiug that the Bible is
indeed a revelation fran above, if we aro placed in
sn-h a position that we can be fully satified as to the
authority it clails to possess, wo bave no right to ack
anytbiog wmore ; and by cxpressing any further com-
phaint, or scrking further for an imaginary pledge ot
safety, we a-c questioning God's intentions towards us.
and expecting from 1lim what Ho nover promsed to
giveus. Let us now take anotber step, and see who-
ther the murmurs of iafidelity are reasonable. Vynat
is religion? God Ilimself coming into contact with
man,—the Creator wih the creature,~the Infinte.
with the finito  ‘This is already a mystery comton o
all religions, and in all religions equally insoluble.~
If, then, you are scandalized by such things as are be-
yond your understanding, you arostogped on tho very
threshbold, not only of Christianity, but of that reli-
aion called natural, because it rejects sevelatiohs and
miracles. For natural religion must atall cvents pro-
suppose a relationship, a communication of eome sort

between God and maan ; otherwise wo arrive at Athe-
istn. You aro then driven out of tho pale of cvery bo.
lief, and you are not oven permutted to be consisteny
Deists, Lecauso you havo refused to be Christians,

¢ Wo, bowever, concedo to you for a mamensthe
right of clearing this first dithculty, of admitting the
boud of upion we havo ju:t now been alluding to
and whith you profess you caanot understand.  Have
you carefully examined the coosvquences of sucha
supposition? Do you see whero at Jeads 102 Yo
nre as you yourselves acknowledge, connected wii
God, in somo mysterious way ; thercfere you are toth
frco and dependent, and that is beyond your ¢ nipre-
bension ; therefure your prayers can insloence Goi=
will, and that i3 beyond your comprebension.~sne,
are o few of the mysteries which you are compedid te
devour (dervrer), and for what ? Tor tho sake cic--
tablishing with the Deity a Zfew very vanue, very snper-
ficial, relations immediately bordermg upon Atbeito.”

From the quotstion just given, the reader will « .-
N. Vinet i3 no mean lozician ; and it i3 certamny bu:
undoabted superiority as an intclligent wnter thn
prevents bim from autaching sn undue importance t
the weapons he uses 50 wull.  ITesces Thatin questicn.

connecting with relijion, tho undentanding alene can-
not suffico ; the most concluave s)llogisms, the clear-
cst deinitions,arc powerless per s¢, a man thoroughly
at home in arelozetics, a first-rate controversialst, may
still be no Christian. ¢ Love is necewary. Jove s,
the only frue interpreter of the verities of the Loy
‘The learning of this world, and of the Princes of th:s
world, is overcome by the simphienty of love : Yovo may
be described as the wisdom of those who are perfect,
acrording 10 tho declaration contawned in St. Jobn's
Epistle, ¢ cxery one that ioveth, 13 born of God, awel
Lioweth God.” (1 Jobn av. 6.

* The same thing happuens, then, between God anid
wman, which we sce taking place betweea two persor:
speaking different languages.  An interpreteris vecd-
cd who, thoreughly acquainted wab toth idioms, will
render arcessible to the understanding of A., by a care-
ful traaslation, tho thoughts expresscd by B. Novw, love
is the interpreter of the Gospelto the beart of man .
love sbeds light over all thoe truths relating to she
cessence of God, and the knowledge of which is, o5 we
have sten, neither allaineble by us, nor useful for ne,
but all the veritics bearing upon cur cetoceticn with
God, end {orming the vory basis of religico. Tlese



