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THE MARITIME PRBESYTERIAN.

not for you, but o you, let me offer it now
for the last time. It is that you would turn
to Goud, that you would yteld to His waiting,
yenrning, love, that yowwould accept of
Chrisv’s” grace, that you wonld surrender
yoavself to the strivings of the Holy Spirit,
and thes this benediction in all its fullness
of blessing will be yowrs,

And vow Imust draw to a close. This
morning  we were “Looking Backward”,
This evening we _turn from the kuown past
to the unknown future,  That past with its
memories of failure and suceuss, of hope and
fear is behind us, and

“We know not what lirs before us
1n the days that are fo coine
Nor into what varied texturo
Our well of lite may run.”

Bu. there are two things that we know.

(1.) That that future must in the mean-
time,so far as our relationship is concerned,
be pursued under somewhat different
circumstances from what it has been in the
past. For thirteen years ns minister and
people we have shared life’s changes to
cether. In some poor measure, the minister
s been able to realize that the joys and sor-
rows of this people were his own, and, on
the other hand he has been made glad by re-
ceiving in so large n measure their confidence
andlove. Tuthe future this must in some
measure be chunged. While I trust that the
ties, heated oftimes in the furnnnce of afilic-
tion and welded by strokes that were hard to
bear, are such as time, vor chance, nov
change, nor even death, can sever ; yet an-
other must fill my place, along separate lines
must our work be wrought, onr trials borne,
and our triumphs won.

(2.) This further we know that if God be
with us,all will ke well.  If the Lord be ow
Shepherd we shall not want.  Me willlead
us through green pastures and by still wat-
ers. Though we pass through the valley of
the shad..w of death, yet will we fear noevil.
Goodness ard mercy shall follow us all the
days of our life and we shall dwell mn the
house of the Lord forever.

In view of these two facts T know nothing
better thut we can wish each other as we
turn from onr united past to face our separate
futures,than to wish that wish, to pray that
prayer, which is expressed in full in the
worids of the text* “The grace of the Lord
Jesus Cheist, the love of God, the comman-
inn of the Hely Ghost be with you; which
is summed up in shorter form in the wish
that issometimes hear.l, “God be with yon';
and which, by long and constant use, has

THE STUDY OF THE BIBLE.

The profit of Billo study depends vory
largely upon the spirit with which we per-
use it. If we indulge the delusinn that we
are.wiser than the Omniscient, and go to the
Bible simply for the purpese of obinining
support for our preconceived opinions, we
shall find that of which we aren pursuit,
and we shall be likely to find nothing more.

If wo shoukl be benetited by our ctudy of
the Holy Scriptures, if we would obtain that
kno“ledfo of the truth through which wo
are made wise untu salvation, we wmust
bring to this exercise a humble and docile
spirit.  Wenust come feeling our need of
the wisdom that is from on high, and we
must come believing that the Bible is the
very word of God.

If we approach tho Bible as critics, as-
suming that it isa compound of truth and
error, and deciding what wo will believe
and what we will reject, we shall derive
from the exercise the benefit that comes of
critical study.  We shall become ore criti-
cai. Wae shall be wiser in onr own estima-
tion, though we shall not become better
judges of the truth. The benefit derived
will be essentially, if not exclusively, intel-
lectual. The intollect may be gquickened as
it would be by the critical study of Plato or
Bacon, but the heart will not be made bet-
ter. We shall not grow in grace nor in the
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ. God revea's himeelf in the S:rip-
tures to such ns seek him with a contrite,
believing, and teachable frame of mind.

This revelation is the work of the Holy
Spirit. In the person of the Spirit, God
takes of the things of Chiriat and shows them
to the humble student of His word, ¢ The
secret of the Lord is with them that fear
him ; aud He will show them His covenant.’
If we come to the Bible in the exercive of
filiol fear, desiring to know the truth, and
with a purpese to yield our hearts and lives
to 1lis guidauce, we shall not be lefy to fall
mto serious error.  God will 1evesl to usall
essential trutk, and the truth will m.ke us
free. \We shall obtain favor with the Lord
and rejoice in our experience of His merey.
But if we incline to our 0 va understaadings
we shall_be left to the consequence of our
folly.— Preshyterian.

The =hief end ¢f discipline is high personal
character. Character is triumph os er temp-
tation. 'The surest conservative of character

| is service. -&. D. Hitchcock, D). D.

The great fact is that life 18 a service;

heen worn into a still shortir form in that | the only questivn s, *“Whom will we seeve?

sad, sweet, word, Good-bye.

—Faber,




