~-

.1 -this class hus been made np by the
Deoukhiotors. I cstimate the total
number of scttlers now living in the
west a6 over 50,0100 more than we had
‘1ast year at this time. That is 50,000

‘.arrivals, you understand. These :re

not the numbers that registered at
thir office, of course. The number fls-
tributed throughout the country from
Winnipeg would.come close around 35,
000 souls, That lcaves 15,000 other
gettlers who came In from she United
Qtates via the Soo line through Nocth
Portal.”

“What class ol people were they?”

“Well, rightly speaking, they should
be classed as citizens of the Tuited
States though originally they are all
classes, Germans, Norweglaus, {ce-
Junders, aud oilers. Taking chem,
herefore, as United States agricultur-
st with thelr familles, numberlaz 15,
000 people, that is the biggest number
to any ouc class. As one «<olouy, of
course, we have the biggest in the
Toukhotors, wha are now settled hiere
for thelr first Christinas, to the num-
Ler of about 9,000 souls.”

“Do your reports show ilow much
land i8 now oceupitd by these set-
ticre 2

“They do, ana when completed it
wili be found, i I am not very much
mistaken, that when the number of
lhomesteady, C. L. R. lunds, and Hud-
sonr ¢ Bay lauds which have been pur-
chased this year ic kuown, that is
when all reports are completed, thas
thie increase over last year will ULe
close on to 200 per cent. By the
amount of land takm up you will be
able to check off the number of new
settiers and it wou't be necessary to
allot to eaclhr tomestead us has Leen
done formerly {ive persons to make up
our 50,000 new arrivals. It Is no guvss
worl. in giving this number cither, for
there s not onc that I conld not tell
you of his wheratouts. We have the
namec and destination of every one of
thicm.”

.

C. P. R. Land Sales.

Tho C. . R. Jand department is wind-
lngz up onc of the most prosperous
years in the company’s history. ‘The
Increasc in the sales of 1899 over the
previous year is very marked and
ove~ the previous two years shows an
mcrease of 100 per cent. In an inter-
view Comrcmissivher Hamilton stated
that in giving tte total amount whizh
represents the ear's business as 527,
00,050 i made a conservative sti-
wate of what the returns would ~how
at the clese of the year on Satarday
niehit. This amount covers the farm
land- sol¢ in Munitoba, the Territories,
the town lots amd various town sites
ane; farm land< which were. handled
by the land departmont. The land
gijes of the C. F. R. company Jor the
year of 1899 arc given by Mr. Hawlil-
lon as 410,000 acres for $1,350,000.
Tl Canuga Nurth West Land  com-
pany's sales agavegate $1535.000. lrow
the sale of £3,000 acres. Tais com-
tares very favorauly with last yecar's
fioures. The sales of €. P. 1. lands
for the year 1898 were 318,000 acres
for §1.121.000; tho C. N. W. Land “om-
pany's sales belng 71,000 acres  for
SU53,000. For the year of 1897 tue
salor amounted to 199,000 acres for
s6C5,000, atout 100 per cent below
aia years figures. The coliections
this year. Mr. Humilton states, are
guite In keeping with the increaso in
the business, showimg that the finan-
cia! condition of the country is good.

Tho monthh of Decemter has besn 2
busy onc, some of tho hoavlest xales
over made Lelng transacted. The Vig-
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gest day’s business probably ever fone
wa. put thirough i this month, 10,000
acres of land Leing sold through the
local offices.

“There arc several reasons for this
Increase over laes year,” said Mr. Ham-
ton. “One Is the construction of
brancl: Mneg by the C. P. R. A otrip
of land was s0ld 4long the newly upen-
o branch of the €. P. It from McGreg-
or anc on the extenslon from Leloraine
10 Waskada. The extenston of the Pipe-
stone lne to the Moose Alountain dis.
trict inducei a number of settlers to
piel: up 1and in advance of the road.
There has been 2 big percentage of
land taken up by farmers of the better
class who have come from the states.
The Alberta district has especially felt
the Incoming of these farmers; vnly as
far back as yestorday cleven guarter
section2 were sold to 2 man and his
two seis Who came from Makota, in
teng sottling near Wetaskinven, Siles
in the Alberta district have been for
the year i the neighborhood of 120,
000 acres sclling for about $400,000
whicl: iy neariy equal tothe¢ales innde
in the province of Manltoba. It is ex-
traordinary that in @ district pko Al
berta, where there are free lands under
the homestead act, that the company
are able to dispose of §0 wmuch !and.
The reason is that the settlers go in
for mixed farming, having a certain
number of cattle which makes it fm-
perative that they should have, to
make a successful farm, about 8GO
acres, hut as they «an obtain unly 169
acres by homestead they must add to
this additional lands.

“There 1s now greater encourage-
meny te farmers tosettle in the west on
account ot better wmarkets obtain.
able for produce in Britlsh Columbia
There is no district in Canada in swhich
farmers can better dispose of their
produets than in British  Colnmbia.
New towns have been springing up,
the populations of which are so in-
creasing. owing to tho mining re-
source:* of the country, ¢hat an in.
crease in the demand for the products
of Alberta is bound to be created. It
wil; alse follow that an increase in
the sule of lands here can be looked
for.”

Commercial Reports.

New Tork, Dec. 29.—DBradstreet’s ro-
view of Dominion trade for tho week
states that it was scasonably gulot in
tho wholesalo trade, but the hollday
business has been the best for years.
Collections at Moutreal were uaffuvcted
by lack of snow; mouey is tight, bat
regular comnergial borrowers can get
cccommodation as old rates, discrim.
ination Leing auaiust call loaus on col
lateral. Business in tho maritime pra
viuces has been moderate and holiday
trade was notl up to expectations, and
British Columbia Christmas irade has
been heavy, thuugh prices are report.
od cut owing to keen competition and
collections are only [alr. Toronto re.
ports tvholesale trade slow, bat holt
day trado returns were in many lines
tho hest ever reported, both as re.

ards volume and value of purchases.

ales for 1899 show gains of 20 to
50 per cent over last year. Canadlan
ctociG are recovering some ol the
ground loust last week.  Busluess fall.
ures for tho week in Canada numboer
22 ag comparcd with 29 last week and
16 in this weck a yoar ago.

R. G. DUN & CO.'S REVIEW.

R. G. Dun & Co.’s review: The holi.

day trade was exceptlonully good

througliont Canada, but many sections
report the usual quict at this scason
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in wholesale business. St. Joln's re
port is qulet trade, with general stock-
taking. The year's husiness has been
good and advances in prices in most
llues gave better marging and bad
debt lo=es are small, withh prospects
encouraging for the coming year. Hal
ifax reports the best in many years,
with collcetions satisfactory and faile
ures few, while the outiook for the win-
tor Is most encouraging. Quebec has
had a brisk holiday trade, but whole-
snles circles are quict, although remit.
tances aro comiug in well. At Mon.
treat wholesalo trade is of the usual
hollday character,but Chiristmag retail
trade l:as Leen excelient. Money :is
firmn at 7 1.2 per cent, but casier rates
are capected for the new year. Toron-
te reports wholesale trade quiet. but
a profit In excess of furmer years.
Trade conditions are utichanged at
Winmpegz and  collections  continue
ratlier slow. Victorta reports whole-
sale trade cnly fhir. but retail busi-
ness during the holiday sexson was
oxeceptionally good.

BANK CLEARANCES.

For the Dominion of Canada the
bank clearances were as follows:

Montrea: $18,750,641, increas? 15
per cent, Toronto $9,120,999, in.

crease 2635 per cent; Winnipeg $2,-
263,629, Increass 308 per cent,; ilall-
fax §1,448,632, increage 40 per cent.;
Hamilton $700,£94, increase 12,5 per
cenl.. St. John £§600,925, increase
183 1or cent.. Vancouver $746,750, in-
crease 37.1 per cent.; Victoria $3541,-
234, decrease 12 per cent.

Minneapolis Markets.

Tlour—Drices in barrels: First pat.
ents. §3.35 to £3.50, sccond patoats,
£3.15 10 3.80. .

Ailifeed—=Shorts in bulk, §10.G0; bran
in Dulk, $10.50; corn fced, $11.00 to
£13.30 per ton, as to quality.

Oats~—No. 3 white, 23 1-4c.

Barley—3C to 40c.

Corn—Quoted at 27 1.2c for No..S8.

Flax seai~S1.43 3-4 per bushel.

Lgrs—16 to 17c for strictly (resh,
Including cases.

Butter—Creamery, 22to 251-.2¢ for
choice to extras; scconds, 21 to 2833
dairy. 21 to 22 for cholce to fency;
ceconds, 19 to 20c.

Cliese—9:to 121.2¢.

P itry—=Spring chickens, 7c; fowl, 4
to 5 1-2c, turkeys, 7 to 9c; ducks, 6
to G1.2c; geete, 71-2c.

Patatocs—=30 to S3¢ per bushel
car lots.

Jides—Groon salted hides, 9 3.4c for
No 1, §3-ic for No. 2; steers ovor
60 1s.: 91.2 to 101.2¢c; sheepsking.
30 o 75¢ each; veal calf, 10 and 11.31.2¢
for Nu. 2 and No. 1: tallow, 414 to
41-2¢, senecx root, 30 to 35c.

Hay—Timothy ranges at $6.50 to 89
as to quality.

Dressed meats—Veal, 6 to fic; mut.
ton. 3 to G1-Z¢; lambs, 5 to Y¢.

Beans—Hand plcked; $1.50 to $2.00
per Sushel; good medium, $1 to $1.40.

Honey—DPer b, 7 to 10c, sections,
1 to 18c. . -

Livo stock—Hogs, good packers, $43
light, $3.80, butcher cows and hclfers,
33 w $3.50, butcher steers, $1.10;
stock cows and heifers, $3.25 to 33.95;
stockers nul foeders, $3.00 to $4.10.

—

The Nortiern Paclflc Railway Com-
pany has opemed general offices In
Yancouver.
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