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‘Winnipeg Clearing House,
The clearing house returns this week,
compared with the corresponding week

in previous years, show as follows *

Wecek cndt(:‘q Nov. x‘z. 18981.......51.5,'?,634

Corregpondink Witk I 1121l Basain
Following shows the bank clearings
at Winnipeg by mouths, for three jears:

15938 1897 156
JANUATY eoeoossnse 6,347,465 5,009,819 4,977,200
8,517,000 3,551,000 4,032,000

4,230,000 4,250,000
£;162,000 4,032.000
5,014,756 4,246,208
5.331‘000 4,094,000

6,316,2; 3 16,003 4,971,377
6.150,3°3 295,874 4.616,u59
6.4-4.%5;, $,035,201  4,030.7%
ce eI 13.391,579  7.5¥515¢

Financial Notes.
rictoria clearing houss returns for
th‘o week ending November 15ih were
$591,888. ¢ the Bank of
Willson, manager o e Bank o
Hgmuton. at Winnipeg, left this week
on a trip to British Columblia.

¢ ye Bank of Montreal hus opeasd
a oranch at Greenwood, B C., under
the temporary charge of G. A. Hen?elr-
son |

The Beuk of Hamilton will gpen an
agepcy at Plam Coulee, Man., which
wiil be under the direction of Mr.
Russell, manager of the hank's branch
at Winkler, another point fn the same
districs. W City, B

The village of Rap! ¥ an.,
which went out ¢ existence some
years ago as & corporation, on ac-
count of financial difficultles, 1s to be
reorganized. The citizens now Teel
able to grapple with the situation and
are applying to the provincial govern-
ment with this oblect in view.

‘There appears to have been consld-
erable competition in the opening of
pank branches at Greenwood, one of
the new Britieh .Columbin towns. The
Rank of British North Americt and
the Bank of Commerce appeared on
the scenc about the same tine, and
in the rush to secure accounts, a bll-
fiare room was turned into a banking
office. with the tables for connters,
etc.

he city council of Victoria, B. C.
rh:ltds a st{rplus of $83,223 at its dis-
posaf, the revenue for the current year
having exceeded cxpectations, uand the
oxpenditures belng kept below the cs-
timates. It hus bezn declded, thore-
fore. to expend part of this sum on
the entcrprises for which the rate-
payern recently refused to allow
money to Dbe “borrowed; includiug
waterworks improvements and @ new
vridge at Rock Bay.

Maunitoba Oatmeal

The Winnipey Free Press gave the
following comment on ontmeal.in its
market column one flay thls week :

“Tt, scems strange that tho United
States article can tumpote with our
own production, after paying frelzht
to this conntry from Jowa. Manitoba
gatmacsl «alls for five cents per sack
low than Unitei Gtates be-
cause it 38 of Inferior quallty. Tie
Jdiffereace 8 not caused by wny lack
of quality In the rew material, but
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in the milling. the loca) goods contain-
Ing black specks wod hulls.”

The writer of Rhls jtem shows com-
plete iguorance of local commerclal
couditions ae wgll g&gross ignorance
of the quality of nitoba meal. It
is not at all strange that importel
meal hns been selling for some time
in Manitolx, but it is passing strange
that one who would undertake to pre-
pare market reports for a journal of
any kind, gliould be so ignorant of the
local commercial situation.

Unitod States ocatmeal has been sell-
ing in Manitoha freely for some tlme,
firgt on nccount of the fallure of the
ont crop of Mauitoba last year: and
secondly on account of thwe tariff dis-
crimination, which imposes o much
higher duty on oats than on the man-
ufactured product. The cat crop of
last year was practically a fatlure in
Afanitoba. Very few oats were ob-
talirable at any price, and the few
marketel were very poor quality.
There wag not in sufficlent <upply for

feed purposes of ail qualities, much
legy . of cholce grain sultable
for milling purpoe:ss. A larpge

number of car loads of corn were
imported from the United States to
supply the deficiency of feed stufls
caug2d by the scarcity of oats. Oats
were selling in Winnipeg for feed pur-
poss at oR high as 47 and 48 cents
per bushe) for car lots. while the
fown ontmeal mills were buying thewm
at 18 to 20 cents per bushel. Uader
guich comlitions it ik not strange that
the Manftoba mills were compelled to

.lcg2 cown and allow the southern

millers to supply this market. ‘The
imnorted men} was not sold “in com-
petition” with the Manitoba com-
mondity.
The southern millers had the market,
to thermrpelves. Owing to the tarifl
dlgsrimination referred to. the Mani-
toba millers wore not able to bring
in cats to mil Hers. the duty Leing
much higher on  the raw material
than on the manufactured nrtiecle.

Now ng to the auality of Manitoba
meal. it 8 Cerifedlt runerior to a
great  denl aof the imnorvted
meal which has been bronght to Mani.
tohn during the past season. Some
fairlv gond meal has hosn brousht in.
Hut muach of it would he classed as
noov. compared with Manitoba menl.
The small auantity of menl made liere
from last year's oat cron was much
noorer onallty than usual. owine o
the exceptionally poor anallty of the
ont cron. which was the worst ever
fnrvestet sinee oatmenl milline h-came
an induetey here.  The onantity made,
howeve~. was o small that it Jid not
cut any ficare fn the market. With
an averace oat eran to work wpon. the
auality of Alanitoha meal will avernee
better than the imported meal. whinh
hns been sold in the Winniner market
for the nast year.

The Manltoha oat cron this year is
a great den, better than that of last
xear. hut the harvest ling heen <o de.
layed by anfavorahble weather that the
focnl millers have not been able to
et n safficlent supply of onts eo far
to fiit  thelr orders. 1t  they
could (et delivers of oats
fn  sufficlent anantities thex wonld
armn gton 'mnovtatione, Nat » ween?
nf fmhorted meal rould come in W~
unier normnl ennditions It '« net n
mntter of annl'ty at all. ne "Hn FPoor
Tress ramortt wolld mnke it nosmeas,
but n result solely of the fua o Ine”
year’s ont cron.

fome Man'thha meal fram the o
cron §18 now heginnine th ecfmain -
is piving cvery satisfaction. B Nich.
olaon. commisslon agont Winntpeg.

“fThare was uo competition. ¢
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who hns been one of the principal -
porters of United States mval, says
thut the new crop of Munitoba metl
'g glving excellent satisiaction. Bags
«f the Manitoba and imported menl
were opened in his warehouse and the
comparigon was decldedly favorab'e to
the Manitoba article, which was en-
tirely free from hulls and other Im-
purities

Grocery Trade Notes,

It is reportel that the crop of
Fuard dates is short.

Cables report an advauce of 28 in
the price of Valencia shelled almonds.

The crop of figs in Smyraa is  les
t'"il,." 25 per cent. of the ordimary out-
pu

Prices for nutmegs are ndvancing in
foreign markets, and rumor says Slf 7=
apore black and white pepper will
also wivance.

The San Francisco market for cau-
ued salmon is firm. The pack is esti-
muted there wut 900,000 cases less
than last year. )

Stocks of Jupan tea in primary
markets are low and in consequence
prices have been advanced one cent
per pound.

AB o :sult of the use of a aew
raisin seeder invented by W. North-
rop., of Tphronto, 4unit which has bve-
come very popular, Torouto iwhole-
81)e houses are advertising sceded
raisins In cartoons as one of thelr
specialties.

Thos> who Tollow our grocery pric
will iave noticel the ingreusas;gpor?
ol lust week in dried apple prices
This is due to excessive competition

.among exporters. 41-%¢ i8 sald to

be the ruling price ln eastern mar-
kets, but as high as 4 8-4¢ has lx;ocrn
3

pal:l by jobbers.

Bright & Johuston, Winni
poect to receive the fimt car of new
82as0n Californin naval oranges on
Monday or Tueslay next. This wil)
bhe fully 2 month earlier than usanl.
The car {9 belng made up by select~
ing the ripest frult from a number
of Niverside orchardy,

The price of all grasles of o :
rofirel sugars ot New. York hg? Sl’zt(i!;’l
advanced one-eighith of a2 cent a
pouml. Thls makes the price of gran-
uinted 5 1-8S cents @ pound or 4.84

peg. ex-

cents net, exclusive of trade
<comnnts and is the first ger:em.! ?:3:

vance since the teginning of the cut-
ting of prices letween tgf'»e Amerlean
Sugar Refining company and out-
s‘xd']? refiners.

he Winnipeg market is a very
much larger thing than it usedct::)
he some years ago. Bvidencos to
tl‘nis effect are frequently notlceable.
Where broken  lote were formerly
handled, car lots are now the rule,
and commodities which formerly mov-

ol in bar lote. are now handled al-
moet in train “Toads. The other day
nrlghf. & Johwston recelved n full
car df honey from ‘Brighton, Ontarlo,
which I8 believed to be the flest
?ltruclght. car of honey ever handled

cre, '

Lanned tamatoes are in & compara-
tively stromg position this fall maml
when we take into conslderation the
fact thnt in Canada the consumption
of these ool has largely increased
during the past year and ls likely
to stili further increase as & result
of the demand from the Britlsh Co'-
ymbin and Yokon minlag districts, it
Jooks as if the quotations might be
i1 farther before next
season’s pack 18 on the market.



