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" THE BUSINESS STTUATION.

WiNNtera, Saturday, March. 16,
Though the weather has been cold for the
season lately, there aro signs of spring busi-
nee  lmplomont dealers avo display - g thoir
wares, and o few plows, harrows and sceders
are being enquired for  Iu the dry guoods and
¢hthing trade spring orders have now been
mostly fitled. The fur trade is waiting for
the report of tho London sales, which opon
neat week,  There is an increasing move-
weut in hardware. paints, ete.

WINNIPEG MARKETS,

WINNIPEG, SATURDAY AFTERNOON, Mar, 16,

Al quotatlong, unless otherwise n?eclﬂcd. are whole-
u’e for such quantitica as are usually taken by retail
dealcrs, and are subject to the usual reduction on lange
quantities and to cash discounts.]

GROCERIES, —Sugars were a little higher in
New York this week, but latest advices did
not report any advance 2t refineries in this
conntry, granulated suger being quoted nt
d3c. and some Jarge lots sold at 1-16¢ lower at
tho refineries, with second grade of granulat.

ed held at 83c. Anadvance later was thought-

probable. “\Willet & Gray's revised es-
timates of thecare crops are row 8.417,(48
tons, againat 8,507,681 tous last season, k-
ing Mr. Licht's latest reduced estimates of
the beet crops, the total of cane and beet is
8,528,058 tons, agninst 7,402,943 tons last
year, an oxcess of .‘5?25,111 tons. A moderate
amount of this oxcess has already gone into
increased consumption in Herope and into
increased exports of refined sugars from the
continout to the East Indies. but tho tutal
stocks 1 all countries still show a visible suy-
plus uf 593,110 tons to be disposed of beforo
the next beet crop matures in October. Al-
though the declino of prices is great, <till the
large uversupply must continue as a check to
muchif any advance, until it isdefinitely
known what the sowings for the next beet
crop are to be.

tirgkEN  Frueirs, -California oranges are
having & wider sale than usual tiis year
owing to the destruction from {rost in
Florila and the damage to the Italian and
Spanish orange crops [rom storms. At the
Montreal Fruit Auction Co’s rooms Montreal
on Monday, the following prices were
realized : Apples, $2 to $5 a barrel; lemons,
8150 to §2; Valencin oranges, $2,50 o box;
Messinn oranges, $L.80 a box. The local
market is about the same. Choice apples are
geprce.  DPrices are as follsws; California
orangesseedlings, 21 per box ; California Nayel
oranges, $1.00 per orx; Messina lemons,
& to 000 per hox; apples St to 6
per barrel as to quality and condition ; Cali-
fornia Faster Beurre pears $1.50 per box; ban-
anas, when obtainable, 88 to 4.50 per bunch;
Malaga grapes, 311.50 per large Leg, Spamsh
onions, $1 to$1.25 per cratoof 50 1bs, Layer figs,
10 1b poxes, 1d¢c per pound  Sweet potatoes.
.5 per barrel. White comb honey. 22¢ a
b, now dates, 7 to 7ic a lb.

Fisit —Manitoba round (not gutted) frozen
fish are offering lower, as the season for
handling this class of fish is getting advanced.
Finnan haddies have been sold as low as $1.50
per box. owing, it is said, to the consignment
of futs t» Jmiries here who have sold at low
prices  Oysters are back ot the old prices
agam The scason of Lont makes a Dotter
demand for fish, Wequote: British Columbia
salinon, 14¢1b; British Columbia halibut, 14c,
Fresh mackere), 123¢ 1b.; cod, 7c; haddock,
8, swelts, 12ic; sea herring, 85c dozon;
Lake Superior herring, 25¢ doz ; Lake Superior
trout, ic, whitefish, round (not gutted) 83 to4c;
whitefish slit, 5¢; pickerel, 2% toSc; pike i
to2c. perch, 2¢; smoked whitefish, 8¢ 1b;

simoked goldoyes, 30 to 8iedozon ; red herring
20c box § finen haddica, 6 to 6iolb; Oystors, 82
for standards and §2,23 for selects, per galton.
Shell oysters, 7.50 per barrel; enns. selects,
48u ; cans, standards, e cach; dry cod, 7e
1b; boneless cod, 7 to 7ic; honelexs fish Ge,

LussEr.—~The new list of lumber prices
fram the Winvipeg yardas kas beeu ssued by
tho dealers. Aq srated a couple of wecksago,
the disconnt has been increased to 10 per cont
instead of & per cont as formerly., This
amounts to quite a reduction, averaging
about 81 per thousand feet on ordinary lum-
ber and over §2 reduction on high grades.
Tho only chnnch in quotations, as compared
with the liss jast fall are. 81 advance on ©
inch spruce shiplap to 819 and B.C. clear fir
is qnoted ot 310 per M instead of & asin the
old tiat.

Waoab Frst. Cordwood is perhaps a trifle
firmer, and as soou as the roads hreak up an
ndvance in_ prices i3 expected, Some ship-
rers aro holding out for §1 for tarnarac wood
on track here and they any they will not
sell any lower. ‘They are not selling any at
this price. Tamarac is to bo had at 83.25
t0 83.60 percord on track here as to quality,
good quality is held about 350 to $1.60,
pine about 33.00 to 23.25 per cord. Oak
brings about the same as tamarac., and extrg
good oak goes o little better sometimes,
Poplar ranges abonut §2 to 32.25 per cord on
track here,

IARDWARE, PANas, 01,8 &e— Eastern ad-
vices report weakness iu prices of metals, cut
prices being reported in  several lines.
British pig iron appears to have been driven
almost completely out of Eastern Canada
markets by Nova Scotia and [inited States
pig iron. Bar iron. tmm plates, tanala
plntes, tin, spelter, galvamized iron are all
reported easier at Montreal, and lower prices
being accepted there, It is also reported
from Montreal that the recent agreement to
sell cut nails at$2.11 hasalready baen broken,
orders having been tahen at $2 wett. ivis
alleged  The tack agreem -1t is also reported
to have been upset, one hem having with-
drawn, and prices ave now said to ba lower,
Manilla and sisal rope are ic lower eaat.
‘Turpentine holds firm at the recent advance.
In oils petrolum is strong. anothes ic ad-
vance being reported in Canadian refined
petrolen,  Quite an nerease 1n activity at
the Ontario oil centres i3 reported. in conse-
quence of the recent advanco in crude
petrolenm. Glass has taken a frmer turn,

GRAIN AND PRODUCE.

WuBAT.—~This has beon quite a strong
week in wheat and prices have pulled up con-
siderably in United States markets. On Mon-
day the visible supply statement showed a
decrease of 1,044,£00 bushels in wheat stocks
at principal points in the United States and
Canada east of the Rocky Mountains, makirg
the total supply at such pomts ameunt to
76,721,01) bushels, as compared with 75,389,-
000 bushels a year ago, 79.083,000 bushels
two years ago and 41,556,000 bushels three
years ago. Breadstuffs on ocean passage in-
creased 1,410,000 bushels, due to larger ox-
ports from the United States. The United
States government crop rvport issued on Mon-
day afternoon makes the amount of wheat in
farmer’s hands only 75,000,000 bushels, or
89,000,000 bushels less than a year ago. Theso
estimates of wheat in farmers' hands wo must
say aro mero guesses, and very little confi-
dence can be placed in them. At the same
time the belief seems general that farmers in
the United States are sold oat more closely
than usual., The report helped to ‘‘boom?™
the markets at any rate, and as a consequenco
prices made a big spurt on Tuesday. Free
selling broke prices on Wednesday, but the
bulls wers on top again on Thursday and

prices were nearly maintained on Friday,

though the market was irregular, with weak
spots and liberal selling. Firm cables sus-
tained the market.

Exports of whe t, flour included a3 wheat,
from both conet  .f the United States, this
week amount o 2,791,000 bushels, comypared
with 8,272,000 bushels last week. 8.25%.400
bushels in the week o year ago, 2.88: (00 twe
yoars ago and 33wy an the week
three years ago,

Wapar Locatly.—The loenl market is
very flat, In fact there is nothing doirg.
Those who control the limited available
stocks are not offering and there aro no
buyers looking for stutl,  We quote about
63e for No 1 Em‘d, May delivery, Fort \Wil-
liam, but this figure is nominal.  The little
wheat being marketed by farmers in Mani.
tobe conutry marketq, is taken by millers, at
an average price of about S per bushel.
Country millers have very little wheat on
hand, the bulk of the stufl being held by
tho two large milling concerns. "As a con-
sequence the mills will not do much gringd-
ing the coming summer. As farmers will
soon bo starting their spring work, country
markots will soon be clused up, and the few
remaining buyers will be taken off about the
first of April. According to a grain rircular
one load of Maunitoba wheat sold in New York
on the basis of 9c over May option, f.0.h.
afloat. Mail advices from London reportsales
of purcels No. 1 hard Manitoba wheat at 28s
9d per quarter afioat.  Freight engagements
of wheat from Duluth to Kingston are report-
ed at Bic, which is a low rate, He being the
rate last spring.  Stocks of wheat in Store at
Fort William on March 11 were 410,836
bushels and a year ago wero 2,115,083, Re-
ceipts last week were 25,218 and <hipwments
8554 Liashels,  Stocks at Fort William the
correspanding  week a Year ago increased
11,25 bushels.

FrLotr - A better demand is reperted from
the Bast for Maniteba flour, I'rices hete are
steady and unchanged.  Sales by niillers ave
made at $1.83 for jatents and $1.455 for
-trong bakers por sack of 98 lbs., delivered to
city rerail dealers. with a discount of be per
sack for cash in 80 days. Sales of country
mills nre made at about lue under quo-
tations on track here. A\ sul~of 1,009 sacks
of Maunitoba patent from stocqs in store at
Montreal was reported ou Tuesday at an ad-
vance of 6d, for export to Copenhagen by way
of New York.

MILLSTUTES.—DPrices  are steady. The
quotation is 812 for bran and 313 for shorts,
per ton with small quantities held at St
per ton more. Manitoba bran is selling in
Montreal at $18 per ton, a further advance
of $L there.

Grouxp  Feep —- Prices are firm.
Prices range from $18 to $20 per ton, as
to quantity and quality, for ground oats and
bavley feed.

OaTMEAL —Rolled oatmeal is unchanged
at SLY to $2 per sack of 82 pounds, in
broken lots to retail dealers, as to quality.
Standard and granulated meal, $2.15 in
small lots, per sack of 100 1bs. for best grades.
QOatmeal has been advancing in Ontariolately,
in sympathy with the higher price for oats
there. Rolled oats havr s0ld there at $1.90 to
82 per bag.

0a1S.—Are much the same, though the
holders are talking firmer. The bulk of farm
ers loads are taben at 2%9¢ per bushel of 8¢
pounds, though 80c is paid for a few. There
18 some demand for choice clean samples for
seed. and one car waereported sold at 82c,
Car lots are held at 2%¢ on track here
for feed grado and up to 80 to Blc for milling
oas. A few cars have been going east, as
the recent advances there will permit of all-
rail shipments of Manitoba oats on a small
margin. About 41 to 42¢ per bushel was
quoted at Montreal this week, which shows o
further advance there.



