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THE COMMERCIAL.

WINNIPEG MONEY MARKET. |

As regards the woney market there 1s noth.
ing special to note tins week from what appeaved
in our last wssue.  The railway blockade which
stopped all movement of guun amd cousequent
flow of money, hag created a greater demand
for bank accmnmodation than there would
otherwise have been, Country dealers have not
been able to make remittances sv promptly as
they antisipated, and on this account the
wholesale honses huve been called upon to pro-
tect & good deal of theit custowers’ paper. It
fs expected, wuwer, that tius trouble will
ouly be of atemporary character, and that in
n week or two things will have returned to
their normal condition. "The banks have plenty
of funds on hand, but businsss gencraliy being
dull, they are very caveful as to whom they
graut accommaldation. Gilt-cdged commercil
paper is discounted at from $ to 10 per cent.,
and in some cases it has been negotiated at as
low a3 7 par cent.  Ordinary commercial paper
discounts at 10 to 12 per cent.  The loan com-
panies ave well supplied with cash, but report
alight demand for desirable loans.  On tirst-
vlass real estate wortgage scenrity the mate for
loans is generally from 8 to 10 per cent. Money
for speenlation is havd to get, aud private lend
crs geneally charge a high rate for accemmo-

dation.
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WINNIPEG WHOLESALE TRADE.

The past week has been one of more than or-
dinary quict in wholesale circles, at least it has
not been characterized by that activity which
had been antivipoted immediately previous to
the holiday scason. The chief cause of this un.
looked for condition of things is the trouble
which has existed in conncction with the rail-
way traflic.  Leading dealers tell us that many
of their customears from whom they expected to
have received heavy ovders, have been unable
to visit the city at the time they expected, and
as the season hecame advanced they have been
obliged to content themselves with orders sent
in by mail, as under the circun:tances it was
impossible to tell whether goods would reach
their destination in time for the holiday trade
ornot. Orders have heen much lighter than they
otherwise wonld have been, dealers not caring
to carry any stock over till another scason.
‘Theve is no doubt the wholesale Chyistmas trade
of the city has been very seriously interfered
with by the railway difticul‘ies, but it is confi-
dently hoped that now that tiaffic bas again
been resumed there will be some briskness in
general trade immediately after the New Year.
Remittances, especially from the country, have
been slow owing to the fact that no grain has
been moving for the past week, which means a
direct cheek on the flow of ready cash.

AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY.

The agrienitaral machinery trade so far as
sales are concerned, are at a standstill at pres
ent. The agents are actively engaged in attend-
ing te collee ms 1t yeur’s sales, and i
spying oat the laad ovnext scason’s operations.
So far collections Lave not been of a very satis-
factory <luwacter, and the past week has heen
no improvement upon its predecessors. Of

course, owing to the ciwck givento the grain

movenment by the stoppage of ﬁc'ght traffic on
the railway, thero was but little in’tho way of
remittances to bLe expected for the past week,
but julging from present indicativng the outlook
for collections during the winter is not so ¢ -
couraging as it might be. N

BOOTS AND SHOEM.

The leading houses have been kept tolerably
busy during the past week in filling onders
which had accumulated during vio railway
blockade. Considerable quantities of goods
havo been shipped during the past few days to,
country dealers and’ city trade is heeping up
better than was expected. Collections ave slow,

CLOTHING,

There is not much doing in clothing at pres.
cont, Country dealers were well stocked np
carly in the scason and what is done now is con-
fined to sorting-up orders, genevwtly for the
heavier classes of goods, Collections are slow
but not more so than was anticipated under ox.
isting circumistances.

CROCKERY AND GLASSWARE.

Business in this line centinues to keep up
very well, city trado being especially good.
Country trade is very fair, and theie has been
a very satisfactory demand for the finer classes
of goods suitable for Christmas trade., After
New Year a quiet period of business is expect.
cd. Collections are very satisfuctory, and quite
a large percentage of goods have been sold for
cash.

DETGS AND CHEMICALS,

Theve is no particular change to note in the
drug business. This line of trade is not so subject
to spurts according to the season of the year, as
many others, remaining steady the whole time.
Collections are fair,

DRY

What with the hindrance to trade caused by
the railway trouble, and this being a dull season
of the year, under any cireumstance, things in
the dry goods line may be said to have been al-
most at a standstill. Had the railway heen
running there would have been considerable do-
ing in sorting-up orders, but even this has been
curtailed Ly the blockade. There have heen
no travellers on the road for the past week,
and they will not start on regnlar trips fora
month yet. Collections are still slow, aud show
but little signs of improvement. \When the
grain again Legins to move it is cxpected, how.
ever, that there will be a genevaliy improved
tone in that direction.

FANCY GOODS AND SMALL WARES.

This is a branch of trade which depends upon
the hoiiday season for the best run of trade of
the year. Up till two weeks ago a brisk husi
ness was being done,  After that the railway
trouble commenced and business has be«n very
much curtailed thereby. The leading houses
report having heard from theiv country custom
ers stating that they had exp.ected to visit the
city and mzke their purchases personally, but
owing to the difficulty in travelling and uncer-
-aiuty in oluwining delivery of goods, they have
contented themselves with sending in small or-
Jders by maii. It issafe tosay that for the reasons
given above the trade in faucy goods for tie
past two weeks has been cut down to almost

Goons,

one-half of what it would otherwiso have been.
Collections for the same reason are slow,

FISIL AND VOULTERY,

There is o good demand for goods in this line,
The supply of fish is liberal and ave quoted the
same s last week, viz. :  White fish 7¢; Lake
Superior trout Sc; Oysters ave in good supply
at 70¢ for counts, 60c¢ for sclects, and 60c. for
stundards,  Game s in faw supply at §0 to G0
per pair for praitie chickens; 40¢ to §0c for
ducks,and 25¢ for 1abbits. The close scason for
prairie cluckens begins on Jan. 1st, after which
the wn. ket will be without that popular species
of game. Turkeys, geese and ducks are heing
hrought i in iu considerable quantitics, Quota.
tions range from 17¢ to 20¢ per ponnd,

I'RUIT.

T'he past week has beena g brisk one in
the fruit hue, and colleetivns are reported goad.
Heavy consignments have been received and
have sold quickly. Other shipments are on. the
way aund expected every day. Lemons aro very
firm and advancing in eastern mavkets. There
is no change in prices here, but they are firm
at §9 to §9.50. Oranges kave been received,
Flovidas ave melined to be weak and uunsettled
in Chicago owing to the lnrgequuntity of poorand
indifferent frurt in the market. First-class fruit,
however, is finm, and finds ready sale at 87.50

0 §9.90, according to quuiity and size. Mes.
sinas are firm at §7.30 to §5.  Apples continue
firm at £6 to $6.50 per barrel.  The market is
not overstocked and the probability is that they
will continue steady at the above guotation for
some time, Califurnia fruit is in sufficient sup-
ply to mecet all demands. Pears ave worth §6 to
$6.30 per case.  Malaga grapes arvo firm and
steady at §9 to $0.50 per barvel.  Figs in 141b
Loxes are worth 12¢ per 1b. ; Elewe layers 19c.
Nuts ave steady av old quotations, viz: pcunute
20c per 1b; almonds 20¢ to 22¢; brazils 22¢
cocor nuts §9.50 per hundred.  There is an act-
ived demand for slried fruit. Crown raisius
are scarce at from $1.75 to 5.00 for black ; triple
§7.00; four crown $8.00; loose muscatel are
steady at $3.25 5 bluck baskets $4.40; dates are
worth 10¢ per b,

FULL.

The cotd suap of the past few days has caused
2 keen demand for fuel.  Prices remain about
the same.  Saskatchewan coal is worth 89 per
ton in the yard or 8§10 delivered; Anthracite
ranges from §13.50 to §14. Tamarac wood is
worth from $6 to $7 per cord; poplar §5 to $6;
oak $7 t0 88,

FURNITURE.

‘There is very hittle domng in the furniture line
at present, Country dealers ave ordering very
cautiously and city demand is quiet. Coliecs
tions are stow.

GROCERIES,

T'he railway troable has severely affected this
as all other lines of busiress, Trade forthe
past week may he said to have been siow for
this scason of the ycar. A Lrisker trade is
lcoked for shortly. Recent advices from
Yokohama. to the wholesale tea house
in the city report prices advancing and firm
Quotations at present ave: Sugars—Yellow
9% to 10¢; granuinted 103 to 113e; Paris lumps
12¢; Coffees 15 to1Sc for diios; 2¢to27c fordavas;



