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THE IRISH QUESTION.
(Continuod).

Thoro is nothing invilious in recapitalatihg mco-traits which the long
courso of history has shown to bo broad truths. It is only in tho light of
broad truths tuat I presont thom. As it all generalizations, there aro largo
oxcoptious, and, taking tho Irish as tho reprosentatives of tho Coltio raco,
Macaulay's ¢ ovory ecliool-Loy ** knows how fair a typo of humanity is the
higher Irishman. But extromes meet.  ‘Tho meo which can proiduco the
highest is vory.capable of also proditcing tho lowest, aud it is vain to afleot
ignorance or disbalief that Ireland is prohfic of both. Spoeaking for myself,
1 have too high a regan! for many Coltic qualitios, joo intimate and too
friendly a koowledge of hundreds who are reprosentatives of tho Coltic
idoa, to have an invidious thought iu discussing the question of raco
idiosyncracies. But I am a student of history,and 1 study it bocauso I
boliovo the study of it is tho surest ganle w Lruth at presont pormittod to
our limited concoptions. All oftorts of tho human mind are futilo unless
we can, by means of thom, attain a mtional balauco—unless, by practice, wo
can attain to somothihg hko an intuition as to what is intunseally tevo.

If 1 am asked what kind of thing w» sutrinsically true, [ avall anawer
that the typo of Samtield, Grattan, Burke, and I’Atey McGoo, is not the
typo of Tyrcounell and U'Dunovan Llussa, and that 1f Sarstivid or Burke
wero to appear in Ottawa to morrow, thoy woull bo assassinated, liko D' Aroy
MecGee, by bad Irishmen of tha Tyrcovnell and Rossy type. < 'Tis true
'tis pity, nnd pity tia "tis true 1

Now lot us sea what the Celtie, and what the Toutonic idoas, in the
broad are. Speaking of the secent ebullition of Fronch raco-feeling 1u
Quebee, tho wrniter from whom 1 quote, so far as his thoughts aro my
thoughts, says: ** Apart from the Jows, who constitute ouno of tho fow
oxisting mces which can lay claim to purity of descont, thero are only two
races which enter largoly into tho composition of tho [woplo which now
occupy Lhe greator part of tho continont of Iurope, and the British Colonics
in tho J2ast and West, Tho une is ‘the Scandinavinu—Toutonic -or Indo-
Gorman, and tho othor is tho Celtic.” ‘That these ““aroe remotely conuected
is no doubt truo, but Latham points ont that tho Ceits must have diverged
provious to the ovolution of tho declousion of nouns, and this throws us
back to such a remoto period that practically we may look upou the races as
distinet.” ‘Truo enongh : yet ono touch of human nature makes us all akin ;
wo find those touches everywhere ; wo all profess Christinnity ; why cannot
* wo agreo to differ and romin frionds in spilo of differing opinions? Hardly
eo long as thero is agareasiveness ; never, purhaps, so long as the aggressive
ness is o tho sidv’ of ignorance and supmstition, and—the possimist may
say—that will Lo till the day when tho power of vhe sun fails, and the
human raco is gradually contracted to the tropics, and ultimately frozen out
of existence, -

Tho Scandinsvian-Teutunic raco still cxists on the shores of the Baitic,
thoe Celtic on tho west enast of Ireland, whero “ thoy presorve not only their
raco but its traditions in such purity that thoy probably differ but slightly
from their ancestors of n thousand ycars ago. But the rest of Europo has
boen tho battlo ground of the races for centuries,and thoy have now bocome
8o mixed up that it is almost impossible to uniavel the taugled skein. That
tho early settlors in France wero Ceoltic ig, of course, beyond doubt, but tho
vory usme of France is Germau, and tho population had already received a
strong infusion of tho German elowment from their Fraukish conquerors,
when Rolls and his Normans took peaceablo possession of the city zi}' Rouen.”

The writor from whom 1 quote proceeds to show that- tho early Fronch
sottlers in Canads were principally Normen, that tho Gaspé district dorives
its population lergely fiom the Channel Islands, and that thore has beon s
Scotch iufusion along the shores of the St. Lawronce. * How then,” ho
says, “ can the French-Canadian clamm to belong to a distinct raco?” This,
however, is but a sido issue, but there is truth in a sentenco which follows :
“The Englishman, like himself, 1s a mixture of Scandinaviar, Teuton, and
Colt, and although considerably less Celtic than the Frenchman, it is werely
a question of degree.” Tho degree, owever, is masked. The Frenchman
unquestionably retwins very much more of the Celtic, snd less of the
‘Foutonic, tene of mind than the Scotcliman or tho- Englishmau, and the
roasons aye, 1 think, to be found 1n the circumstances of the Roman Empiro
during tho first four or five conturies of our cra, and the differont nature of
barbaric conquest on the continent and on the British Isles. .

¢« No racg,” says Mr. Greon, speaking of the Celts,  has shown a groater
power of ‘absorbing all tho nobler charactoristics of tho people with whom
thoy come in coutact.” ¢ Bu¢,” as the writer 1 have reforred to bofore, adds,
* they have dono tmore thau this. Thoev have absorbed the Goth as a sponge
absorbs water, and all the * nobler characteristics® of tho Goth have gonoe to
strengthen a race which always has been, and always must bo, his most bittor
onemy.” To this proposition I do not assent. There is, unhappily, much
bitlerness existing, but the Celt has too many nolle qualities to permit tho
holief that it is unappeasible by tho ultinste redress of wrongs; cspecially
as it mey safely bo said there 18 uo corresponding bittorness in the Teuton.

A glance at the map of Europe during the sixth century shows us, it is
truly observed, the Gothic conquost so completo that tho Colt might Lo
supposed to have beon altogether suppressed.  But tho outcome has boen
vory differont, tho Goth has vanished, and the mixed races which have
resulted from the graft of the conquorors on the conquered have remained
Celtic in thought, fecling, and method, and have only taken on from the
‘Teutonic admixture enough of the Toutonic steadfastness to rendor them
moro formnidable than tho unmixed blood. It is this mixed race, the des-
condants of the Normau and Saxon-Irish, who are to-day tho backbono of

-

‘That tho wontal characteyistics of the two racee havo strong poink ¢
differenco {s unquestionable, but wo would fain hopo that they are nyt e
‘“absolutoly autagonistio as tho wiiler I havo Leforo mo aflirma
indeod Iays such stross upon tho opinion as to puttho words initalies. «yy
if,” as ho goos on to ey, it might “appoar that Providonco had dolibery
sont two races on tho continont of Europy (tho ouo with n constructive, 1y
othor with a dostructive intellect} for the axpross }mrposo of keopiug upy,
nott of porpotunl political motion, and proventing Kuropo from actily
down inte a torpor like that of China"; it would bold to alliem g
thore is not sgmo good {u that. ‘Torriblo as tras the IL'ronch Rovolutig,
Liuropo s fndebted to it for tho shock, rude though it waw, which arm
tho orystalization of despotio tenduncins, It may ba said that the resuliey
American indopondence would kave dono tho samo thing in the Joug runj
o steadior, if mildor, manner. .3 tho run wonld liave been much lopw
as affocted ISuropo, while the Fronch Rovolution domonstrated at onca il
dangor of troading down a pooplo as tho Fronch nation was down-trodiy
by her royalty, hor noblos, and her pricsthood. In tho middls ages neits
thought nor forco (oxcopt tho forco of tho mail-clad barons) woroe ripe, or it
Jiequeris might havo taught tho losson five hundrod yoars oarlicr. . 8o i
day tho rosoluto uuitmfo of Irish national feoling, alboit disfigured 14
lnmontable foaturos, will really do England scrvico by startling hor ou ¢f
tho stolid sclfishusss which is her chamctoristio shortcoming, and wing,
in thesp lattor days, soams to bo sapping tho foundations of patriotism 1ty

8o doad, indeed, does that noblost of passions seem, so raroe nox,
patriotio uttor:mo%inalinct with the true ring, that a passage taken from
*Cruiso of tho Daicchanto,” a dinry—nud something moro—kept by il
young Priunces of Walus during thoir voyazo in that vossol,comes upen ury
o surpriso as woll as a ploasure. In tho Wosl Indios it was porhaps natyn
that tho shades of Rodnoy, Boubows, Drake, Preaton, and n scoro of olhw
naval horocs, should have risen boforo the mind's oye of the young I'ninea,
who soem to havo kept their porceptions alive to overy nssociation s well y
to overy duty, but ono is scarcoly propared for such a passago as this ,—
*“Truly hero

4 Tho epirits of our fathors
¢ Might start frumn overy wave
¢ For tho deck ft wax thelr field of fame,
* And oosan wom thele grave -’

start and ask ue, their sons—* What havo you done with theso islands whi:)
wo won for you with precious blood.'  And what could wo answor? W,
have misusod them, neglected thom, till, at thoe present moment, aghamed ¢
the slavory of the past, and too ignorsut and helpless to govern them u
dopondency of an ovor-burdened colonial bureau in London, now slavery y
gone, wo are half-mindoed to throw them: away again and ‘give thom up
no matter much to whom. TNut waa it f¢ this that thesoe islands wero ke
and rctaken, till ovory gully and every foot of tho ocean bod holds th
skelotor of an Englishman1 Was it for this that those se3s wero redidess
with tho blood of our own forefathers year 2fter yoard Did all tho
gallant souls go down to IIados in vain, and leave nothing for tho Engluk
man but the aad and proud memory of their usoless valour?

This is tho Princes’ own, not Mr. Dalton's, their governor and editor”

T'ranc-TirEvn.

P. S.—Dormit me to mnake two correclions in my firat article on thu ques

tion. I alluded to a sedulous, not o xedifivus cultivation of vovenges, w!

to ngsble, not nofalble traits of Collic character. F.T,
. (To be Continued.)
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GEORGE WASHINGTON'S COURTSHID.

Noar tho end of May, 1758, Washinglon was ordored by the Quarte
master-Genoral of the Dritish forcos to Joave Wincheator and make all hai
to Williamsburg, thare to axplain to the Governor and Couucil in whatt
desporate condition “tho Virginia troops woro as rogarded clothing ac
cquipments. Accordingly ho sot out on horseback, accompanioed by bu
sorvant Billy Bishop. . . . .

Tho two moen had reached Williams Feorry, on tho Pamunkoy river, atd
had crossed on tho Dboat, when they met Mr. Chamborlayne, a Virgina
gontleman, living in the neighborhood. The hospitablo planter insisted the
Washington should at onco go to Iiis house. It was forencon, and dinzs
would bo sorved as usual, oarly, and aftor that Colonel Washington coo
go forward to Williamsburg, if go ho must. Besides all that, thoro waa
charming voung widow at his house—Colonol Washingion must havo knom
her, tho daughtor of Joln Dandridge, and the wifo of John Parke Custit
Virginia hogpitality was hard to resist.  Washington would sley to dinc
if his host would iet him hurry oft immediately aftor.

Bishop was biddoen to bring bis moster's horss around after dinneri
good scason, and Washington surrondered himsolf {o his host.  Dinme
followed, and tho afterncon wont by, und Mr. Chamborlayno was in exs
lent humor, as ho kept ono oys on the restless horses at the door, and th
other on his guests, the tall, Indian-liko officer, nnd tho gracoful, hazel-cyd,
animated young widow. Sunist came, and still ‘Washingion Hngersd
Thon Mr. Chamberlayno stoutly declared that no guest was over pormitnd
to leavo his houso aftor sunsot. Mrs, Martha Curtis was not tho one #
drive tho soldier’away, and so Bjshop was biddon to tako tho horses bickk
tho stable. Not till tho noxt morning did the young Colonel take ks
loave. Then ho dispatched his business promptly at Williamsburg, sl
whenover ho could get an hour dashod over to White Houso, whero 3n
Custis lived. So prompt was ho abous this business, nlso, that when b
roturned to Winchestor ho had the promise of tha young widow that sk
would marry him as soon as the campaign was over.—From  George Wosk

the Irish contention.

inglon™ by Horacs E. Scudder, in St. Nicholas for April.




