
;for a

ar, bie

auds,
cro88
otton
g en
lécu.
au've
know
iy b!
lac is

baud

i bai

wben
I the
Bheor

a; it
bhave

IMIE 0

been the original Eve yeu would have worsted the serpent,' bier husband
maid, ln his leisurcly voice. 1 How d'ye do, hlérreday. 1 met IIalmtead just
new.' Hé mat down vcry slowly. 1 Ne seup or fish, is the eirc cold 1
L's tho firat duty of an entrée or a sweet lit this tigmc cf ycar t: get ltsclf
leed. What was 1 saying? 0i, I met Halmtead leeklog rediant an heur
ego. 'Upon my life I b.icvz ho's bée up te semething. I heard the
athor day that he was afttr that handsome L-ambert girl. By the way, eld
Limbeit, by ail accounts, is vemy shaky; had a queer attack at bie club thu
ether dny.'

' Sornetblng sent Merrcday bick very quick ly te Eccleston square. As
be let himelf in with the Iatch-key llalst!ad camé out ef thé smoklng-rooem.

' Corne ln bore,' he said 'I 1Want te tell yen Oomeblng."
Merreday fellewed himu curieaaly. Halêtead wvent up te thé fireplace,

ioeked for a match-box, 9«ruck a light, and put it te bis pipe before hé
spoke.

« I-'m engaged te Helen Limbcrt. L've grown fond of ber lately.'
Hie stopped, bat Mermeday wss silent, as If lie dld net quite taire it ln. 'l
didn't want te tell yen before. I dldn't knew if ilhé'd have nme.'

Mermcday Iooked at hina for a moment blankly, then thé radient look
came over bis face, and be hareît eut j yfnlly, with genuine rej ,lcing-

' Yen are ln luck ; sbake bauds, eld man ; sit's splendid 1 You are in
luck.'

Yeu, 1 thlnk I arn. Have sme soda water?'
Splendid luck l'

' Thank yen,' said Halstead, with a litile sinile.
'Yen are a cool beggar, though, upon tny seul; as cool as the moreieg.

I should be chantlng on the bousetop if I weré going te rnarry a girl like
that. I believe yaud taire thé day of jadgment witbout tumning a hair.'

An amused suille came inle lIalstead'a eyes. 1 Perhaps,' bie said.
Merreday Ioaked at him critically fer a moment.

« By Jove, thougb,' bce xclaimed, « you'Il maike a splendid couple. It
will hé Ilike tbe marriage of the sun and mocon, aud the littie stars shall b!
your children. Wben is fi te hé?'

' As seen as pessible,' llalstead answered calmly; «'in a month pmobibly.
There's notbiog te wait for.'

« Fil bc yonr best man. Thé number cf weddings I've seen tbrougb in
Cairo 1'

' Yen shail sec mine througb,' Halstead said wiîb a dreamy look on bis
bandeome face.

SI 'wonder,' said Merreday, as hée walked up and down bis ewn reoom an
heur later, ' If be knows bew to make love te that girl. I wouldn't mind
betting tbat hée hardly kissed ber, if hée did at ail.'

CHAPTEIZ 1lv.
Mirs. Lambert iras well content. Her siep daughtet's marrIage was te

taire place ou the ist cf JuIy, mnd tho day bcd nearly arrived. There were
ne excltlng incidents ln thé engagement. Liarence Haistead w.'s ther-
oughl.y ln lave with bis pretty fi'anc'L,, though bé didn't talle te ber mach ;
but hé did everytbing else that waag generoas and lover-like. i>erbaps as
thé day drew néar bis silence, wbich was that of an interesîéd sud ihoughî-
fui rather tbtan a reserved mari, gave way a litie, ced hée always listened te
bIer happy ialk w.îb an expression en bis face that satiefied bier. Lwve-mak-
inog wras a litilé eut cf bis liné, hée neyer knew what te say te weeien, stili
less how te make tender speeches, and te tbis girl, for whtn hc cared wlth
aIl bis he2rt, it ec!med unnécessary te pratest evermucb, as îbeugh bils lové
wcre a daubtful quantity that needed constant assurances te strengihen ber
confidence in it. Hé thcagbt of everythinig tbat could give bier bappincss.
Travél ? Sho should ga cvérywbere. Hie pictured te bîmsélt the deligbî of
ehowing ber ail the places that as yet were but dreamas Ie ber. Music?
They ivauld bavé a couple ef stalîs twice a week when there was epera, aud
hc baed a littie day dréam cf tréating bier te a bi for thé scason liter on, se
that shé migbî have thé pleasareof inviting ber fîends. Blooksil Ub. yes
He fitted up a litile reomr te hé dedicated wbolly te bier le Ecclemton Square,
and was quite clated when hé saw thé compact shelves demligned for it by a
Gimion girl, wbe b.d tkrnéd lady det.orator. Hé put on ihen ail] that hé
thougbî wonid please ber btat, arid a ltile smilé came ovér bis face as be
toak op thé volumes cf Herbu-t Spencer, and rcmemb.-red Merrédays8 re-
mark that she would read hlmn ie another yesir.

4 Véry wéll donc,' said the démon, as hé lookéd over thé ebgelves.
Poctry aed fiction, a dash cf thé classics, a little hiography, a spice cf

travel, a few meré refcrcnce-boaks iiugenieasly put iute a corner, soe phil-csopby, and a littIe uadaîterated unbelief te Icavern évcrytbing. Now, il .1
wert nsi.kng a iibrary for inyself or thé wornan of my heart, 1 should say
thé Bible and Shakespeare, Confinental Bradshaw, Army and Navy S!ore
lisi, aud Wbitaker's Aimanac-quitc cnugh fer any mie or womin wbo
lives.'

' But thlen yen are a scellier at books, remember. I added th: spécula.
tIve philesophers te the library,' flalstead aient on apologehically, « brcausr
a womau likés te affect a litîle nb.-lief at soemre or othér. lt neyer goe
very deep, and it gîves lier an intellectual meargie.'

'An intéllectual cxcuse for geîng te thé devmi, and thinking fi praise-
worîhy,' sïd. Mlerredzy, ln bis dogmaîîic mariner.

1 And thén,' said Haistead, with à certain hésitatIon, 'I1 boe we shahl
disca aIl manner cf tbings.'

«Discuss ail manuér of tbinge l' groaned Merreday te bimscîf. 'Oh, you
consohldated idiot. A woman would rather tbat the mnu ohé loved kL-ised
ber, aed told ber shé was a daiieg-,which I expcct you neyer de-tibm
dîscas beavon and eaith and thé dobitablu land cailed pargalory with the
greatoat sge on earth.'

But lulstoad, knowr bis ilancée botter than Morroday lmagined. Thore
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badl been uigns-unknown te herseof, but cla. enough to bim'-that sho
would not be satisfind without an intelleotuel aide to bar life, j net se theo
bald been signe-a il lai ln lier oye, or a quick, eager iwerd-that showed
slle would wàko up by and by into a woman, cf wrham the girl, with ber
indefinable longingi, was only a garn.

Meanwbile life %vis a vory degairable tbîng to bier. Siho was a little enb-
dued porhaps, and ber happinees had au element cf roverence in it. Shte
fIL lt eretignes as if sho %vore pong te mrgrry itn archangel and livo in a
aithedral to the sound of churcli music; elle knew this wia abeurd, but s
rather likod the feeling snd encouragcd it. It had seexnéd quite presnmp-
live at fir8t to ciii bigl Liuronce, but she grcw used te it, oven ventured, on
Liai metimes, and once iv len ho brouglit ber aime moinetones et with
brillianti elhe was 8o cirried aviy with oxcitment thit ohle put bor arms up
round bis neck of ber own accord and kiseed bii ciat callar. Altogether sho
was tharougbly content; areover, eho knowi that allo wai pleasing bor igtop-
mother and igitisfying hot father by matrying Lit but had they auddeuly
turnod againet him, and lied ho beau tranefortned te a crossing-sweoper, shte
would bave taken hirn ai tho saune.

' Oh, I amn Very happy, sbe said te bimn oe day; 1 i is sncb a wonder-
fui thing that yua should wanL te marry me.' lie Ieeked down at ber with
his quiet saile.

No1i1w, I think ib is rernarkablo that yen sheuld svant te marry me.' She
rubbéd ber cbeek againet tho back cf bis band by way of aflswor, and hoe
thought it a very good one. Saddsnly ho asked with an arnused exproisien
in bis eyes, ' Have yen raido up your mind yot whoeo yen will go for your
boneymeenr lV

«Oh ! I don't came in tho least if 1 only go witb you.'
« Yeu are flot likely to go with anybody else,' and thon thoy bath langhéd,

and Lat gra *w quito tslkative. and told ber that ho baid heen tbinking of
Petis and Lucerne or of tho 1l[editerraneau. They xnight rush down te
àIîrýcil48, it weuld bu very hot theme, but they could getaboat on ti Ganest,
and me te tho lakoB and on up te Monte Ganérose.

'LIt would bo levely,' ahé sighed, ' but it la aIl now te me, rie yen muet
arrange it.'

« We'll leive ttat to Frank ; hé ptides hinaseif on fulfilliug every pusai.
ble duty of a best min, snd ho appéars te take as mucb interéat in eut wed-
lng as il it were bis ewn.'

'Yes, doésn't ho V she answered. 'LsBt night héwasmisorable because
théy bad net carried eut bis designea fer tho bridésraid's bangles proeémy,
and ho bas arranged oeéything fut niothtr. It aséorne ralher a pity t.b.t hé
aheald throw away se mach eniergy, and net bs married, himself as well.'

<To lie Coitlinueil.)
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