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roligicn, ‘I'ioso may presently notice that Christ has never prohibiled the
usv of wine, but left it among the things that aro lawful * * * whowow
Buddha on tho other hand has forbidder it altogether.” It is not parhaps
univerally kuown what strenuous offorte are being mads to eaale Duldhism
at tho oxpenso of Christisnity, but I quote the ahove passages tu ahow how
strong a difforouco of opinion may exiet botween good men: for Mr. Pome
ber’s tono thioughout is distinctly condemuntory of pharisaical ascoticiem.

It is also a curious fact that the fast increasing mass of sceptics, freo-
thiokors, nnd —ns groat numbars may fairly he callod—atheists, hoth in
England and the States,nrn strung, not to say bigotted probibitionista.  Their
oxtousivo litarmture is not very nico roading, but any ono who can make up
his mind to wade « littlo way into it wiﬁ find ovidenco of what 1 say.
Somswhero in the South, I think in Tenncssco, they catablished six or sevon
years ago, u free-thinking village community which thoy called * Liberty,”
and in which they bonsted there was noither ohurch, gaol nor tavern.

In my last communication I quoted J. 8. Mili’s opinion that * thero is
10 invasion of hwman liberty, which the theory of this (’rohibition) move.
ment would not.'iualify." I recommend the parayraph which precodes the
ono containing that quotation to the reporusal of your renders. Tat them
road it ngain nud again, and yet again, and engrave it deop in their hearts
and minds. Already the footsteps of the furthor eneroa=hinent of pharisic
tyranny are audible. Tho man who sinokes a pipe is shortly to be relogated
by the shoopfold of tho elect to the wasto places of the goats. The ¥l
of July 16, aftor stating in rofuronce to some uncourtcous attack from the
Christian Guardian, that in the Scotl Act polling in Middlesox, 8000 only,
out of 20,000 eleclors voled (two fifths), goes on to eay, ** in the same num-
ber the Guardian complains of tho increasing wso of tubaceu, and proposes
to mako this nlto a church question. Ilow long wil' you stand it, uen of
Cannda ?

v It fe tho land that freemen till,
Thut sobee-snited freedom chise,
Tho land where, yirt with fifends< or foes,
A umu iy spenk the thing he aill.’

‘This was the land we, twenty or more year< ago, deemned Cavady to be.
It is fast censing to bo so.  Men ate nt prezont supinely giving themselves
over to tho domination of a shallow, but, blatant minority. But I think a
turning point has beon reached.  Men havo hognu to rouse thumselves and
{0 ask whethor thero is really grouud for Lhis outpouring of the viuls of a
sham righteousness, half a dozen of the representatives of which are said
to have quitted their grox in u hurry to vote agiinst the Senate’s amend-
ments.  ‘Lhreo Scott Act conteats have recontly gone ngaiuns. the agitator:.
Rational men know that Canada is not the country wiose citizens ate givon
over to remainiug * in saloons guzzling and tippling by the hour,” which is
the storck ilea of thu prohibitionist as to the mass of his fellow countrymoun
who are not to be led by tho nose by a pretentious nnd impudouvt clap-trap ;
and rational men will soms day, and that not far off, so vindicato Froedom

““Phat her fafr fortn may stand and shiue,
Make brizht our daya aud fieht vur dreams,

‘Turning to roorn with lipe divine
The falechonunt of cxtremes.”

But 1 fear 1 am again running to unduo longth, I had itin my miud to
add somo statistics which, if correct, are somowhat curious, but I had better
resorvo them for another occasion.

Frasc-Tmkun.

EVENTS AND COMMENTS,

“‘I'he Dane,” through the columns of tho Malifax Heraldl, informs the
public that the Proviucial and City Hospital is, and has been for o sories of
yenvs, in 8 condition altogether unlfit for the treatmont of the sick. o
tolls us that the building is not suitible ; the hygeionic regulations aro im-
perfect : tho diet unfit for the sick and convalescent ; the ldutidry departuent
a cess-pool of filth ; tho eooks and nurses ignorant, incompolent and insufli-
cient for tho performance of their most important duties ; the steward and
matrous are hield to be mere political mrchines who cara bLut littlo for the
wolfaro of Lhe unfortunato patients who sro placed under their immediato
charge.  Altogether 1 havo nover heard such an array of charges of incum-
petency, as aro made by “Tho Dane " against the managors and omployes of
tho hospital It alimost reminds mo of the charges made by the Federals
against the Confederates in roga:d to the colebrated ¢ Prison Hospital,” of
Anderonville, Georgia. It is strange that tho Medical Board ilid not resiga
long beforo they did, as they must have been cognizant of the fact that the
hospital was not being conducted in a wanuer conducive to the health and
welfaro of tho patirnts. Tt is unfortumate two that tho students of the
Halifax Medical Coljego must bo exposed to tho filth and contagion of the
hospital during their clinical studics thore. The “ Board of Charitios"” have
been derclict in their duties, or clse “The Dano” is Iaboring under a
dolusion. Which isit? Lot us hear from you gentlomen.

Tho Pall Mall Gazettr Ly jublishing London's secret vices has mndo an
ephemeral famo that will dic out long beforo vice and imnurality are finally
consigned to the tomb. It is a well known fact that all great cities like
Jondon, Paris and Now York, must contain a large porcontage of pavorly-
striken human beings, and poverly and crime must over go hand in hand.
It is a sad commentary upon the dopravity-of poor fallon men and women
to think, that, notwithrianding a) the offorts of the good and areat men of
tho past and present ages to put down vice and immoralitv, wo have
still theso modorn * Babylons ” in our midst. From the revelations of the
Gazelte wo are Jed to ask is tho world increasing in erimo in the faco of all
that Christianity is doing? Are tho countless millions ot Bibles «nd roli-
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gious tracts that am strewn brouleast throughout the Lind benefiting tha
publishees mora than the people?  Ato the mimsters of the Loxpel and
thoir congregations doimyg their duty 1 sonding misstonarios to fureign lands
whon theit laburs are a0 much nerded ot huma?  Is the purity of the
Ernino soiled by tho silken tresses of the harlot?  Are onr kiws and muni-
cipal rogulations so feohlo that such revolting erimes ne nro divulged by the
Guzclte connol bo checked 1 Without casting any relleetivns un the projne.
tors of the acheme, 1t does secin to mo that the time and money spent by
our . clobmted divines m rovianyg the Bible, could hwve beer mora profitably
used in ameliorating the condition of tho pour as woll a< trying to reform
orring mon and women in the wfamous dovs of Loudon and New York.
Tho «in and iniquity of the world demanded more attontion than tho rovis-
fon of the Bible. Men cannot tovise the great truths of the Bible any
mote than they can a heart-beat.  This  mystory of mysterics ™ has cama
down to us through all the ages of time, with its sacred influsnces ovor our
minda with such forco aud vizor that it cin never bo supplanted —naver
roviswl—sinfal wmen aml women need revising at the present day—nat the
Bible—that this axsertion is true is proved by the fact, that tho (fuztér, with
ils rovolations and pandering ta prurtent hotror-mungers, 18 mole eagorly
sought now by the peoplo than the revised edition of the Bible,
VETERAN,
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MISS CLEVELAND'S Buuk,

“ Goorge Eliot's Poetry, and Othet Studies,” s the tile of & luui publwhed
by Funk & Wagnalls of Now York, wlach has alreudy ereated great 1ntorost
among the reading public.  On the first day of 1ta publication, two editions
wore oxnnusted, and evon then wany ondeis were only partially filled,
Most of tho leading Amorican papers have given favorible eriticisms of tho
book ; the adversa opinions of othiers boing for the moat put eacily accounted
for on othor grounds than that of fair criticiem. 1t ¢ msists of nine osays,
which have been delivered as lectures hofore young Indies of varwous schools
and collegea. 1t would be difticult to give anything ke a full wmyiew of a
book of ess:iys in #o short a #pacn ; for each subject dlmlt with invelves a
ditforent modo of troatment. 1ut u wonersl stylo of thoteat anl oxpression
i8 discornable thronghout : anil at thix we muy bo alloweld to glance. 1t is
a sign of her robust Awmericin womwhool thit the elavation of Misd
Cloveland from the school ronin ty the State-house, far from ¢iusing hor *to
lapse into a lifo of social eaze and geuneral public naelessuesy, ls suggested
to her a means of widening hor sphero of Iabor  Sho ni long been making
stronuous oxortions in the causs of social refurm.  Vigor. clearness, and
stmplicity, aro the main charmetoristics of hor »tyle  Nue iz w thoughtful
student of social problems, in thy treatmusnt of which she wevinees broad
goucrosity, keon insizht into hunan charactor, and utter fearlessness in ox-
pressing her opinions  Tho Janguage is oftoa figurative, hor et iphors boing
apt and woll applied. :

Five of the essays treat of tho Middle Ages ; and much light they throw
upon various subjects of thatlittlo known and genorlly misunderstaad period
—“the dawning manhood ot Lurope.” as Chatles Kiungsloy says, ¢ rich with
nll the tonderness, the simplicity, the enthusiasm of youth, hut als0 darkened,
alas ! with its full sharo of youtl's precipitance and oxtravagince, fierce
passions, and blind self will ; ita virtues and its vices colossal, and for thet
very roason always haunted by the twim-imp of the colossal—the carica-
tured.” Some lengthy yuotations of Miss Cloveland's moro lofty passages
would givo the public a better idea of her book than any criticism ; but
apace will ouly allow a fow short ones. In her essay on (social) Reciprocity,
she says: “ I am convinced that peoplo think enough ; it is the utterance of
thought that is needed. It the habit of Lrave attempt ut this utteranco
could bo formed. erd despitoe all criticism, bo persevered iz, how much more
should we give to each other! What a world of enjoyment and improve-
ment would spring up ! How Athonian would Yankee lifo become! A
Socrates at overy doorway, an Aspasia—withont Aspasia's reproach—at every
tea urn, full of dicourse that would exclude the weary pettiness of thought-
less talk.”  And from tho samo essay . ** Manners are of tho suriace and of
the moment. Thoy do not have to do with the depths and the jongrun;
yet it is by tho surfaco that we enter tho dopths, and the moments make the
long run”  Iu advosating the thoreugh investigation uf sume historical pro-
blem rather than a cursory study of all history, sho expresses her thought in
this pithy sontenco : * An acorn in the mind is worth moro than an oak
forest at tho ond of the longue.” What a clear treatiso on the two usss of
imagination we havein the folluwing brief passage . * When, as in Carlyle’s
‘Cromwell,’ it assemblos togethor upon the fuieground mso and women who
lived in tho past, objective realities, veritable flesh and blvod humanity ;
when it puts acts and facts from tho lives of these upon its canvae, with
actor nnd time and place and scens, 50 that we see the past as presout, then
it deals with the facts of history, and the painter, however much a poct ho
may be, has made a histury. Whou, as 10 ¢ Paradise Lost," with basis of .
fact nnd knowledge it wakes the coneceptiuns of the brain objective realities,
and depicts upon its canvas 8 man who pever was fiesh and blood.a woman,
alas ! novor flesh and blood, angels and devils, Satan ard God. times, places,
sceues, —all the fabric of a vision, why, thon imagination deals with purely
montal conceptions, and the painter, however muach o histonau, has made
Joetry—or vorse.”

Excurson.
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A London sciontist says that the highest velocity that has boeen impartad
10 shot is givon as 1,626 fect pur second, being cqual toa mile i 3.2 seconds.
The velo ity of tho carth at the cquator, dus to a rotation on s axis, is
1,000 miles per hour, ¢t a mi'e in 3 6 scconds ; aud thus, 1f a crunon ball
was fired duo west, and could maintain ite ioitial velocity, it wonld beat the
sun in its apparent journoy around the earth.



