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A famous lawsuit which has been runniog, or rather sauotering for nine
years, has recently been sottled in the Pansian courts. Sarah Berohardt,
the defendant, was sued for expenses conoected with the upholstery of her
special box at the theatre. The box had been fitted at great expense, the
malerials and designs being selected by the wily actress, who well knew the
value of a back-ground for her peculiar style of besuty, but her l.wyers
hove won the case, on the gtuund of an catablished custom in Parisian thea-
tres of providing a box worthy of the *star,” and by the cleim that the
jewel case in question was wnone too rich for the charming Sarah, who
among actresses is held to scintillate as brightly as does the kobhinoor
among ordinary diamonds.

The farmers of Eogland are in a sericus position, which is daily growing
wo.ie. It 1s no longer possible for the small farmer to make his own and
family’s Hving by culuvating the soil. The price of wheat per quarter
actually fell twelve shilliogs during the past year, leaving the growers with
an absolutely profitless margin. The free importation of foreign grains has
paralized the small grain growers, who find the lotling of their farms as pas-
ture lsnd slightly more profitable. The ancient farm lands are passing out
from under cultivation, and the farmers’ sovs and daughters are beiog
absorbed 1o the factories of the Island. With the excoption of the cases of
dairymen, market gardeners and poultry kecpers in the neighborhood of the
large cities, there are no thioiog husbandmen in the country. Canada ia
ready to welcome these men as settlers, Toey are fitted by habit and
traioing for farm life, and if they will but come to our shores they will
obtain thar coveted privilege of working their lands with the profit which
has becn denied them io the mother country.

The upemployed masses of London took part in a gigantic but most
orderly demonstration on November 13th. Trafalgar square at ao early
hour was thronged with processions and brass bands. Vigerous six-minute
speeches were made, banners were flaunted, on which such mottoes as
*Workers of the world unite and sow the sced, but do not Jet the tyrants
reap,” were emblazoned. But tho wholesffair went off without riot or blood-
shed—a fact which was duz perhaps to the fict that several hundreds of
mounted police were, although out of sight, yet withio call, and an
ambulance corps with stretchers and other paraphernalia was kept constantly
before the crowd. The trade unionist population of London severely
criticises the policy of the local goverument ic its endeavors to
modify the distress which is bzcomiog so prevaleat by employ-
ing the “out-of-works” in the construction of roads and sewers. The
government is also endeavoring to create a labor exchange with branches in
all manufacturing cities, so that the work and the worker may be brought
together, greatly to the displeasure of the union men.

Maby cattle dealers are watching with interest the action of the British
Goverpment on the subject of the so-called intested catile of Canada., The
fist has gooe forth—--our cattle sre to be slaugh.cred immediately on their
arrival, but although they are pronounced to be diseased they are yet con-
sidered marketable in the form of beef. Our British brothers evidently are
not so fussy as Canadians on the subject of diseased meat. The last exam-
ination of the cattle resulted in a disagreement of the authorities. Principal
Williams, of Edinburgh, agrees with the Canadian authorities that the dis-
ease is Cornstalk, and not Pleuro-pneumonia, but his views have not been
allowed to weigh in the decision. This bas been a sorious blow to the
cattle dealers, but a suggestion bas been made which may briog about a
much-desired benefit. The cattle have, up to this time, been fattened for
matket in Great Britain. Why should they not be prepsred for market
before leaving our Canadian shores? Protectionists and freetraders agree
in the doctrioe that the more labor is expended upon Canadian products
before exportation, the better for the country. Therefore, {f as a result of
the fiat the cattle are reared or fattened in Carada, the restriction will have
wrought us not evil, but good. If the Canadisn farmer can reap two profits,
first by the purchase by bimself of his hay, grains and vegetables, and can
then export the finished product to Great Britain, he is 1o be congratulated
on his improved position.

Several of the school teachers of Gloucester County, N. B., have not
only proved themselves to be highly intelligent citizens, bat they have also
won for thcmselves a populanity which has accorded them seats on the
County Council board. Whiie the successful candidates are to be con-
gratulated on their elections, there is also a reverse side to the situation,
which both teachers and parents will do well to consider. That schools
should be kept free trom politicsl stnfe, in order to concentrate the atten-
tion of all concerned on the welfare of the pupils, is an accepted fact.
Yetaf teachers are to exeretse a twotold hfe and vary their teaching hours
with election mattcers, the political feeling will be at once reflected in the
school. The county politician will lose the confidonce of his opponents,
and bis Influcnce will be impaired in the community as well asin the
echool. The schools of the Upited States have suffcred severely from ward
polltics, and the lesson which they have taught should be accepted
here without agaln giving the satject a practicalillustraion. Ouar Canadian
teachers are too valuable, and too fine a body of men to be destruyed in
ward pu 1tics, and the man who ti.flcs with the assured influance which Lis
position: as an ipstructor of the young gives Lim, has been uatrue to the
responsibnlity cotrusted to bim. Wuth all carnestness and sitcerity we ask
that all teachers sha.l cupsider the twofuid aspect of the quesuion, so that
should th:y be invited to active paruzinship in a county campaign they
may be firm io their determination to be true to their chosen vocation,

Notwithstanding all prophecies on the sutject no appointment has been
made to the vacant laureateship of England, The poet Swinebura, who for
a time scemed first in the race, daes not covet e honor, and although there
arc maoy lesser men to choose from there is not a single master singer in
the whole world of British poetry. Many critica think the laureateship
should be abolished, others claim that an immediate appointment should be
made, but I'rof. Max Muler, with much quiet goud sense. maintaios that
*no greater honor can be paid to the dead laureate thao to leave the place
vacant uonlil it is the wish of the nation to honor some great singer.”

The Chicago girl, for so long the butt of journalists, is to have her
innings next year, when the ¢ distinguished furriners ' are to be captivated
by her charms. Before beiog served up to the * crown heads " the Western
maid is, however, to undergo a refiiog influenco pot ualike that which her
paps may fiod to the advantage of his business in the pur.fication of—lard.
Eastern social ideas ore to bs implanted in the short interval of six months
—the favorite Mother Hubbard street gown is to be banished —skirts are
to be lengthened until they succeed ia hiding the too generous pedal
extremities—gloves are to be en reyla for the street and for evening enter-
tainments—the soup-spoon is not to be used in cosjunction with a tilted
soup-plate—and the kmfe is to b2 discarded ss a foad-conveyer in favor of
the fork. Naturally, these abrupt changes come severely on the Chicago
git], who may no longer chew gum with impunity, or indulge io the off
hand salutation of * flap us your flipper, old fellow.” In short Chicago i3
to have a bran-new aristocracy for use at the World’s Fair. That fairly
over, tho maiuens who have not succeeded in capturiog Eyetalian counts or
other Eurvpean potentates will probably retarn to their primiiive coodi-
tion,

The recent terrible fire at Milwaukee has done immense damage to the
city, the financial loss being estimated at some five milii»n dollars. The
firc originated in an oil storehouse and spread at once to the adjacent
building, where both o1l and hiqaors were st.red.  Altough the fire bri-
gade is an excellent one, a large force could not be summoned, as the brigade
was distributed about the city engaged in quelling the three smaller fires,
for which alarms had previously been sounded. A stroog wind fabned the
flames, the wooden houscs of the city burned like tioder, and it was not
until the Rames lapped the shores of Lake Michigan that the copflagration
died. Although not yet fifty years old, Milwaukee is a thriving Western
town with a population of two hundred thousaud, with well-established
industries, Twenty-one years ago Milwaukee stocd that test of a new
town, a colossal fire, but she rose again from the ashes as speedily as did
Chicago, Sacramento aond San Francisco. The last fire is, however, not an
unmixed evil, as it betokens the end of the days of frame houses within the
city limits, and it will also give rise to city regulations, preventing the stor-
age of such inflimable commodities as oils and liquors in the business centre
of the city.

Many of our Nova Scotian school teachers will heave a long sigh when
they receive the new si.plified registers which are now beiog sent arouad.
At the firstglance they seem even more complex than those lately discarded,
but in a short time they will be found to be much more satisfactory, both
to the teachers and to theinspectors. The Eilucational Revicw gives a few
timely hiots on the subject, advising teachers to carefully read the explana-
tions before making entries; to answer each question at as early a date as
possible, for by so doing the inspector will be aided io his work, and the
teacher's interest in the school fully proven. The Revicw asks teachers to
pay particular attention to the fact that at the end of the year a atatement
will be required as to the exact time spent on each subjzct mentioned in
the time table, and to remember that careful aod definite instruction must
be given to the teaching of hygiene and the effects of narcotics on the
buman system. The requirements of the new register, when carefully com-
plied with, will be of advantage to the whole community of young sch ol-
able persons, and the teachers who take up cheerfully with the ionovation
will find themselves much benefitted by it, as it decreases the responsib:lity
of the teachers and widens the sphere of their usefulness.

Temperance workers and liquor dealers in the United States are alike
displeased at the innovation lately introduced into U.S. A. circles—th:
establishment of the military canteen. The temperance workers claim with
reason that the * canteen system”has been fouod demoraliziag to the
soldiers of Great Britain—1hat the temptation to drink is constantly before
the meu, that idling and loafing will be increased four-fold by its introduc-
tion. The liquor dealers remonstrate because they will no longer be allowed
to supply that army pariah, the sutler, with the 2ccustomed cheap and vile
mixture. The Goveromznt proposes to buy good liquor at wholesale rates
and retail, without profit, to the soldiers, a plan which effectually shuts out
the middle men. It is ioteresting 10 note that in many British regimeats
where coffze and recreation rooms have sapplanted the canteen, the highest
worali.y prevalls. The regiments which carry with them their own tem
perance lodges are found to be the best conducted in the corps. The war
ships known as * temperance ships™ have almost no occasion to post m.o
as deserters.  The late disturbance in the ¢ Life Gusrds® at Windsor is
direcily traceable to the dnoking habits of the men. The endorsstion of
the new cantesn policy by President Cieveland will do much to ipjore tis
popularity with two sections of his people who diffzr widely in thzir
mcthods of thioking and acting.
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