J 2, 1871,

THE l’l\;b1‘ OF THE ALABAMA
CONTROVERSY-

(From the Pall Ml tiazelte.)

We do-not proposo to discuss the chances
of Mr. Morton’s daclaring war ngainst the
British empire, merely remarking by the
way that tho bloody struggle now proceed-

ing in Europe is uot of promising omen to '

nations or - governments who pick quarrels
with their neighbors after this ¢ lighthenret.
ed' fashion. But, war or no war, the Am-
erican Minister, whoever ho may be, must be
prepared to find the whale group of Alnbama
questions discussed by the British public
cortainly, and probably by the British Gov-
ernment, in o somewhat chiforent spirit from
that which presided over the oviginal nego

tintions.  The subject has ripened by keep-
ing. We have learned much from the pre-
sent Eurvopean war and have taken the les-
son to hieart. ‘Tho domestic character of the
struggle with the Confederates first blinded
the Amoricans, and next in some degree out
selves, to the hearing of the incidents which
marked its courso and close upon tho public
law of the civilized world.—Thero could
hardly, in fact, b~ 2 greater misfirtune for
mankind than that the wb ‘e of tha Aweri

coan claims should Lo suceessful,  “Lii~ one
tonablo pretension among them, that de-
mands redress of the grievancas founded on
the allcged carlessness of the .uthatitiesgin
lotting the Alabama escape, wears nwholly
new and differont air when illustrated by
later passages in diplomatic history, We
now see clenrly that the rulo sought to bo
enforced agninst us was a very modern and
a very doubtful innovation on inte: national
law. ‘The Jaw of Nations regarded in its in-
togrity and 23 a system deduced from 2
number of definite principles, did not in
any way imposo on the British Government
the duty ~ preventing ships of war con-
structed Ly private traders from getting to
sea. The genoral public obligation whick
that law created was the duty of submitting
without complaint to the capturo or confisca-
tion of such vesscls by the ships of the Uni-
ted States. Nor did the passing oi the fitst
Foreign Eunlistment act alter the question
betwean nation and nation.  Thenew duties
which this legislation established were duties
of a purely municipal order, and their ne-
glect or infringement by British citizens or
the British Government raised a question,
which properly speaking was of wholly do

mestic concern.  The novelty in public law
madae its appearance a little iater. Insen-
sibly a number of preeedents weeo allowed
to collect which afforded some basis for a
now publicrule that one nation might com.
plain if another did not cufotee municipal
legislation of the nature uf the Fureign Ea-
listment acts, These precedents were com-
parativel few and veiy modern, and they
derived. Laeir principal tarpo:tance from the
fact t.at some of them weie sct by ourselves.
After we had once complained, in the year
1854, that the Rus-iwm Government did not
onforca its own legislative decrees against
tho transit of arms and ammurni ion from
Belgium to Russia, we could scarcely con-
sider tho-Americans out of court when they
made it & grievance that the British Custom
House authiorities hiad not shown siuficient
alacrity in stopping the Alabama. A rule
had been established which we entirvely
ay “awith Lord Penzauce in regarding as a
rule full of tho gorms of future trouble. Al-
though, however. the English Foreign Office
had estopped itself from resisting the Am.
evican clawun uit the queston of publie law,
it is much to Le regretted that its admissions
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led as they were.  ‘The noveliy of the new
international obligation wWhich tho Amerj;
cang accused us of violating its departuro
from internalional principals. its doubtful-
ness and its dangerousncess might have been
insisted ypon; and it might, at least, have
been argued that tho claim to cufoeee 1t
;should be construed with tho ntmost striet
|ness.

Uno of tho great dangers of theso Ameri-
can novelties consists tn their eontagions-
[ness.  What w s the origin of that now
famous doctrine of benevolent neutrality
which, though explained away Ly its author,
vas not with bawn tll it had been honored
with tho astonishment of tho world? Wo
believo that an American origin can be con-
idently sssigned toit. It will be recoliect-
ed that the first news the English pubhe had
of tho Prussian complaints about the ex-
port of contraband to I'runco reached us in
the form of a telegeaphic announcement to
this effect: that the Novth German Minister
at Washington had publicly stated that the
English were interpreting nouteality in vo-
spuct of tho [Germans just as they constru-
ed it in respoct of tho Americans in the
Alabama cage. Tho inculent was not mucn
noticed, bus it does not scumn impossible
dat Count Bismarck taade a stioke at Wash-
ington not unhke that which he made in
I.ondon with such distinguished sucecess by
tue publication of the Benedetts treaty. o
may be suspected of trying to utihize Ament
can susceptibility on the Alibama question
just as he utilised LEnglish susceptibilities
about Belgian independence.  Whether the
attempt succeeded nobody catisay.  Munute
varviation of topic in the hatatual abuso of
this country indulged in by Aincrican weiters
and speakers are diflicult to trace; and, for
all wo know, the doctrine of benevolent
neutrality may have its day with Ameriewn
Jjournalism, However thut may be, the
local parentage of Count Lernstortl sdoctrino
isnot to be doubted. ‘The notion that an
unfriendly neutral incurs responsibilitiy

notiun that & benevolent neutral incurs du-
ties through his benevolence. It is time
that both notions should be energetically ve-
pudiated, as fraught with every sort of visk
to the permancnt interest of mankind.

CORRESPONDENCE.
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NUTES ON THE NEW FIELD
EXERCISE, 1S70.

BY MO GO P DARTNLLY, Late Shrgv.

SQUAD DRILL IN TWO IANK..
See. 37. Men to be sized as for a company.
Lefg fite of right halfsquad to be centre.

Sce. 40. Cautions and commands furopen-
ing and closing ranks to be Open order,
Mareh, and Close order, March.

See. 45. In forming fours on the march
rear rank to step short tvo paces (the step-
ping short pace being now 21 inches.) When
moving to a flank in {ours, each man, on the
words Ilalf rigit (o It) Turn, to mihe a
half turn to the ordered flink, as in the.di
agonal march; and & squad moving toa
flanlk by the diagraal march may be order-

ed to form fours to that flank, Ly turning

of the principal were as broad and anqualiti |into file and forming fours as when in file.

through his uafriendhiness -produced the |

[43]

SHIRMISHING.

"I'ho rules for skirmishing aro inttoduced
into recruit drill at this point.

Skirmishers to comio to attentionat the
Last cxeewdive irord,

When skirmishers in wotion arc ordered
10 halt, they aro to staud, kueel or lic dvien,
as ordered, laking advantagoe of any cover.

Nac. 49, Exfending. 'Thenumberof paces
is «lways to ho named. The front raak
nian of the named filo stands, knoels or lies
Jdown as ordered, remainder turn outwards.
stepping off in quick time, &c.; the rear
vank mon of the named file continues mov-
iug to tho flink until Le decides the ordered
interval between Lis front rank manand the
front vank man on his outer flank, when he
' nlen fronts and moves up into thealignment.
' Ascich file gains the ovdercd interval the

renv rank man taps the front rank man,
! who at once halts and frouts. the rear yank
f man moves vp mto the alignment on gaining
. his proper iuterval. A lino of skirmishes
| in singlo rank is thus formed.

All corrections of interval, &e¢., to be mide
while the men are in motion.

See. 3. O sing—=Trom the halt.  The
tront tank nian of the named filo to rise and
stand at ease.  Remainder rise turn towards

- him, sl closo in quick time, front rank on
front rink rear rank (Jisengaging to vent)
!ou 1car rank, cach man to halt front aud
i stand at ease as he arrives at his place.
Front rank man of named file may bo
turned in any direction, tho remainder to
form up in die namad divection.

See. 63. Skirmishers to change front (1)
by heeling on the principal laiid down for a
‘whcel; or (2) by file fermation, in which
| the menol the named file are first placed in
I tho required direction, on the word donble,
I'the rest move across by tho nearest way to
. their place in the new alignment.

L
\ DISMISSING,
]

Sec, 5. The words to bo Riykt, Turn,

Lismics. When drillmg without arms, the
| hands not to he struck together,
i PART 1. —COXNALY DRILL.

Sizing a Company.—Men in singlo rank.
Right band manto take three paces to front,
next to place himself three paces m front of
left, 3rd tallest man. in se@r of right hand
maa, th iu rear of left hand man, and so
on; the half companies closing on ¢ach
! other and dressing.

The tormer direction o tell off' as a vight
(or left) company is omitted; when the
number of files is odd, the right half com
pany to be the stronger.

Companies are to be exercised with the
rank chunged during the drill. On the words
Clanye ranks the company is to turn about
and, the b_uperuumer;uies‘,:‘\.u,d captain are to
turn outwards and double around to tho
new rear. The men to bo told off afresh if
intonded to remain in that formation. Whilo
drilling cer tain files or'men to be ordered to
fall out without re-lelling off.  Companies

.



