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SIR GEQ., SOMERS AND HIS SHIPWRECK
UPON THE BERMUDAS 1IN 1609.

BY JAMES PARTON.

We are pleasantly reminded, at this
spring time of the yoor, of the Bermuda
Islands, by the abundar o of new potatoes
brought thence by overy arriving steamer,
and exhibited wheraver vegatables aro sold.
‘Those islands, ono would think, ought to be-
long to the United States, {from the nearest
point of which they are distant only six
hundred miles. ‘Why they ‘o not belong to
tho United States, how they became subject
to Great Britain, and whence they derived
the two names—Bormudas, and Somers Is-
lands~—the reader may gather from the
strange tale which I am about to relate.

In year 1609, a fleat of nine vessels sailed
from England, having on board more than
five hundred persons, bound for the Englisk
colony in Virginia, planted at Jamestown
two yoars before. The admiral command
ing this fleet was Sir George Somaers, a man
of note among the naval boroes who had
won distinction, in the reign of Elizabeth,
against the Spaniards, The vessel in which
he sailed, the iargest and finest of the fleet,
was called the Ses-Venturo; and on board
of her wero a new Deputy-Goyernor of Vir-
ginia, Sir Thomas Gates, and several gentla-
men of wealth and position, intending to
cast in their lot with the Virginia colony.
There were also on board this vessel a few
women and children.

All went well with the fleet unmtil it
reached a point not far distant fromx the
coast of Florida, when it had been soven
weeks at sea. July the 25th, a hurricane
struck the Sea-Venture, whick drove her
northword over the foamingocea:., for three
days and three nights, separating her from
jhe other vessels of the fleet.

The strained ship spranga leak, and ali
Lands wore set to pumping and bailing, but
in spite of their_exortions tho water gained
upon thom, until the men below, who woro
passing up pails and kettles, stood in wats~
up to their waists. Worn out with toil, many

i

of the men gave up, and werc «disposed to

batten down the hatches and await tbes-
sue.~Some of them brought from insir
stores bottles of liquor, drank to one an-
other, and then lay down upon the deck and
fell fast aslesp.
There was one man, however, on board
who remained at his post, and did lis duty
the Admiral, Sir George Somere- When the
stovm first struck the ship, he took his place
at the helm, and there, as one of his com-
rades arterward wrote, * he sat three days
and three nights together® without a meal's
meat, and little or no sleep, steering the
ship to koep her as »pright as ho could, for
otherwise she must neceds instantly have
foundered.” There hostill sat on the third
day, while the greater parfof the crerw, as
tho same chronicle informs ue, ¢ ware fallen
asleop in corners, and whercsoover they
chanced first to sit orlie.”” With his hand
upon the helm and his eyes peering into
distance, he remained hour after hour.
“ Laxp 1" cried the Admiral at length.
The word woke the sleapexs, aud put new
strength into the exhausted, The pumping
was resumed, and the ship kept from sink-
ing uatil she struck between two rocks,
which held ber fast and upright as in a dock,
about half & mile from the land which the

Admiral bad discovered. Instantly,asif by |p

miracle, the wind lulled; g0 that they wero
soon able to hoist ont their boats, and con-
voy the whole company, a hundred and fifty

provisions, utonsils, cordage, sails, and iron-
works of the ship,

marinars hnd been cast was one of the Ber-
muda Islands, tho one now called St. George,
which is the iucgest of the group. Theis

lands aro four hundred in number, but only
nino of them aro Iarge onough to bo in-
babited; tho rest of them being littlo more
t
habitable areadoes not exceed tventy square
miles.

miraculous, the island alsoappeared to their
wondering minds to have beon miraculously
prepared for their coming. No sooner had
Sir George Somers secured his passengers,

and all of tho contents of the ship that coul

be moved, than he looked about him to as

certain what thero might bo for thosupportof
80 largo a number of persons wrecked upon
land which no ship could be reasonably ex-
pected to approach., These islands had an
1l name among sailora.
storms supposed torago about them con-
tinually but they were reputed to be the
abode of malign spirits, and the scene of
horrible enchantments, suchas Shakespeara

ingof this, however, appcared to tho new

Tho land upon which these tompesttossed

han rocks in the ocean. ‘The entire in.

If the escapo of the company secemed

Not only wero

has described in “The Tompest.,” Noth.

comers,
“Xvery man,”’ says anold tract before
rae, “disposed and applicd himself to search
for and to seek out such rolief and sustenta-
tion as the country afforded ; and Sir Georgo
Somers, a man inured to extremities, and
knowing what there unto belonged, wasin
this service neither idle nor backward; but
presently, by his careful industry, went and
found out suflicient of many kind of fishes,
and so plenty chereof, that in half an hour ke
took s0 many fishes with hooks as did suffice
tho wholoe company one day.
Of somo fish they could take a thousand
at a draught; and thoy found along the
shore countless eggs of herons and other
sey-birds. Turtles, broad backed and very
fat, the largest furnishing a dinner for fifty
men, floated on tho surface of the tranquil
sea; somo of them containing “a bushel”
of delicate and nufritious eggs. 8o numer-
ous were they that forty large ones were
taken in aday. But what astonished tae
shipwrecked colonists most, was to find the
islands abounding in hogs. It scems that
Spanish navigator, Bermudez, from whom
the group was namcd, while conveying a
load of swine, in 1522, from Spain to the
West Indies, was wrecked upon the islands,
and a large number of his hogs swam ashoro.
There were such numbers of them running
wild iu the woods, that Sir Gecrge Somers,
on the first day that ho kunted them,
killed thirty two. And as to wild fawl,
they could bo capntured with the naked
hand.
In these pleasant islands, shaded by noble
trees and cooled by the breezes of the ocean,
the colonists established themselves., Tivo
children wore born there; a girl who was
christoned Bemuda, and a boy who was
named Bermudas. /A marrisge was also
celebrated; feuds and factions arose, and
life went on very much as it goes oa overy-
where,
Tho Admiral, however, and the officers
with him, aware of theill name which the
Bermudas had among sailors, and that ships
avoided them as vexed with evil spirits, set
about proparation for transporting the com-
any to Virginia, Two large pinnaces were
built of the Bermuda cedar, and rigged with
cordage from the wrock; the Admiral him.
self labouring *{rom moraing until night as

of nearly ten months, from July 27th, 1609,
to May 10th, 1610, the wholo company em
barked, with & supply of turtles, oil, and
salted pork, P

sob sail for Virginia,

river, opposito Jamestown, whore they -

rocured upon the island, and
Fourteen days after,
the two pinnaceo cast anchor in tho James

found sixty starving wrotches, subsisting
u{;on roots, horbs, nuts sand a little fish
when they could catch any. Threo hunder-
¢d hed miserably perished of hunger and di-
soase, and in ten days longer there probably
would not have beon ono left alive to tell
the tale.
The minds of the survivors were not less
disordored than their bodies. When Sic
Thomas Gates and Sir George Somors asked
them how they had fallen into a plight so
doplorable, thoy gave in reply nothing but
bitter recriminations and repinings, cach ac-
cusing the others of insubordination, waste,
idleness and mismanagoment. Tho two
knights saw that but one course was open to
them and that was to convey the colony with
all speed to o placo srhere it could be fed.
There were then about 200 of them and thoy
had provisions for fourteen days, They ro.
solved to go on board iheir vessals and
malko all sail for Newfoundland, where they
hopod to procure provisions from the fishing
flect and passags hometr. England. Wik
this intent, on the 8th of June, 1610, in thoe
afternoon the whole csmpany embarked,
Some of them held the place where they
had 8o keenly suffered in such abhorrence
that thoy wished to set Jamestown on fira
and burn it from tho face of the earth. ‘I'his
however, Sir Thomag Gates forbade, and tho
totvn was spared.
In four small vessels the colonists glided
awey down the broad and yellow James
with tho returning tide, relioved, and happy
only to change the scene. The next moru.
ing what was their amazemont to sce ap
proaching them from the ocean & weli-man
ned English long boat ! When it drewnearer
they learned to their unbounded joy that it
had been sent tc¢ sound the river by Lord
Dslaware, Capta:n General of Virginia, who
had arrived that morning with threo vessels
filled with supplies of all kinds, and bring
ing a powerful reinforcoment of smigrants.
The four pinnaces turned tneir prows up the
stream again and went back to Jamestow,
rejoicing now that the Deguty Governor had
interfered to prevent its destruction. The
next day Lord Delaware’s fleet, arrived. his
Lordship came on shore and after a solenn
religious service he read his commission and
delivered an address to the colonists, re
buking sternly the pride and idleness which
had well nigh proved the rain of Virgints.
Lord Delawaré hearing from the admirs!
of the marvelous productiveness of the
Bermudas, and especially of the num
ber of hogs running wild in the woois
asked him to go thither and bring bak
a supply to help through the noxt win-
ter. 1twas ahumble task for a man of his
rank, but he accepted it, and sot sail in the
very pinanace which his own bands had help-
ed to build. He arrived safely at tho group
whore, exerting himself beyond his strengih
he fell sick and died. His companions, one
of them his own son, regardless of ther
duty to the colony, set sail for England.
Such glowing accounts were published of
Bermudas—or the Somers Islands as they
were then :alled—that a colony was s003
planted there, and tho islands have never
since been without inhabitants. Atthobe
ginning of the revolutionary war, when th
colony was fecble and ill” defended Psdl
Jones urged Congress to seize and bold they

duly as any workmen doth labour for

in numbes, to the shore. Andnotonly th
poople were suved, but a great part of th

wages.,”! After a residence upon the island

for the United States. Hig advice was ool
takon and thoy remain under the Dominid




