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& —— stand at tho door and
" knock, I any man
" hear my voico, and
open tho door, ¥ will
, comoin to him, and
! willsup withhim,nnd
; ho with mo. Revw.
{ iii. 20,

) Theso words form
B |

|

™

a most fitting olosa to
themanyappeale, the

warnings, the exhor.
tations given to the

seven ohurches in
Asia. Thewords* He
o~ that hath an ear to

. hear, lot him hear
1 what tho Bpirit eaith
"} unto the Churckes"”
aro ropeatod to each
soparate ohuarob,
(Chap. ii:7, 11, 17,
29; Chup. iii : 6, 13,
22.) These words
come down the nges
with a deep, divine
meaning to every charch and every individual. If any man he.v
this voice of divine love and meroy let him hear it now. Tt is
ench of us here that is reminded, that the Babs of Bethlchem, the
Lord of Glory, stande at tho door of our hearts pleading to be ad-
mitted to belp, comfort and sanctify, ‘We have not a more tonch
ing illustration of tha attitude of divine love in the whole Biblo‘
Here the hea.t or soul of man is spoken of ay a house. This house
was once the awelling.place of God. Whon sin entared God was
driven ont, Like Nehomiah of old with the temple at Jerusalem,
God thus wishes to oomo in and repair the ruins and dwell in ua
and we in Him,

How thiz can be is a mystery, but it is a fact which we can
oxperienoce as we do the anion of our soul and body though we can
not explain their vital rolations. The pioturo presented hore in
thetoxéis at once sublime and yot mostaffecting. We are reminded
& great change has taken placs in the soul of man, made in the
image of God. At firat, when sinless, the sonl longed for fellowship
with God and Iel¥ incompleto without His gracious prosenco,
when His voios in the Garden of Eden brought joy and pesce to
the human heari, which opened to the whispor of His lovo a8 tha
flower opens to the light of thy sun and drinks in the dews of
heaven, but now it is otherwise. The nataral heart hides from tho
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presencs of God as vur firat parents did, and is afraid; yet whila

mmon refass o hear the voice of Jesna read or preached, still He
comes to thom and pleads with them to open the door of their heart
and lot Him in.

In order to oxplain this text let us ask ourselves three questions,

I. Why does Ohrist thus stand and knock ?

{1). Becausa it is His mothod. Bome may ask, ** Conld He not
break down opposition and forco His way through thoe doors of tho
hoart ¢ Yes, He zould but this wounld bs neither roasonable nor
natural. We cannot compel love, whaover tries to forcsono to love
shom fails, Lovo bogots love—'* We love Him becaunse Ho frst
loved us.” YWhon wo know and reslize somothing, ol the love of
God in Josus Christ and think how Ho thus stands and knocks to
show us His infinits love and long.suffering paticnos, a love not
our own is felt in our hoart and it cpens to Him and Ho comes in
to save und to bless us. Wo must romember that in this matter
Qod is not doaling with a lifcless, inanimato picco of clay or with
an unoonscious irrational animal. God in Ohrist here spsaks to
man, made in His own image, a morally responsiblo freo-will agont
who hag got tho power to keep this door shut crto opsn it at His
greciona loving call.  Tho bar is always on the insido of & door, so
it is hare in o mozal and roligious senss. * If any man hear my
voloo and open tho door I will come in to him.” Agein wo read,
91 any man willeth 0 do His will Ho chall know of His teaching.”
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(2). From tho words of tho toxt it ia indioated how very inti.
mato Jesns wishos to bo with no. Ho says, 1 will sup with him
and he with mo.” Jesus was made known ¢o His disciples after
Hig rosurreotion in the breaking of bread. His name iz oalled
Emmanuel, God with us. Wo as Christlans and ns friends know
oach other botter by sitting at our tables and partaking of tho good
things of thia life. At Ohristmas and New Yoar timos thio oustom
is more partioularly onjoyed when familics moot and henrts aro
warm and joyful. Here our Baviour wishes to havo intimato
followship with His poople. Thas there are mony reasons why
Joaus thus stande and knooks at the door of & heart intreatiug us
to let Him in to bless us and make us a blessing,

X1, How doos Ho knook ?

Qod has an infinite varicty of ways in which Ho speaks to men,

(1). In a gonoral way, Ho speaks through the voioe of creation
and providonos to those who will hear, Eaoch day speaks whon wo
geo the light come and go. *“Day unto day uttereth spesch
(Ps. xix : 8); not mexely in the storm and tho flood, the earthquake
and tho whirlwind but also in each day’s meroy, in oar own pro.
servation, in the fading loaves, tho changing scasons, decaying
troes and ruined walls ; all have & voioo tolling us how short and

unoertain our lifo is and urging us to hear tho voice of the Evor.
lasting Father knooking at the door of our hearts.

(3). Bat God comes nearcr and speaks more definitely and
partionlarly to nations, ohurches and individuals. During this
iear that is fast hastening to its olose, God, for example, has

nooked at the heart of Russia in the death of the Qzar; within
the 1ast fow days o knook lond and clear hes been heard 1o Windsor
Castle in tho sudden and tragic death of the Prime Minister of
Canads, Sir John Thompson, whiok speeks, not only to the throne
of Epgland, but more partionlarly to every inhabitant of tho
Dominion of Canada, This voice has been heard in the Church in
many ways bat especially at Knox Colloge, Toronto, in tho death
of Professor Thomson in tho prime of life and in many respeots the
primo of scholarship. Thus and thus God knocks and men aro
aroused. Reason and judgment say it is wise to love and serve
God in our daily life, and consocience saya it is right bat in many
this voios 18 evon dalled by indiiferenco and tho clamor for space
and power and thoy move on as if it were of no consequence to
t.hom,t whethor thoy attend to the voice of God in these things
or not,

(8). God has spoken louder still when E - somo and knocked
at our own door. Hopos have been blighted, plans apset, many
dear to us have been 1aid aside by sickness nng gome have been
romoved by the messenger of death; in all thess things sore and
hard to bear tho Savicur has been knocking at the door of our hearts
saying the same to us as Ho 8ays to the Laodiceans in verso 19 of
tkis chapter, ©* As many as I love I rebuke and chasten, behold 1
stand at the door and knock,"” and oncs more in His gracions word
read and preached God has been speaking to us here to-du§. In
tho great and gracious promises all yea and amen in Christ Jesus,
in olear and terrible denunociation against sin, and the loving inni-
tations and the intreaties of the Gospel, in the freqacnt exhortations
and appeals of pastors, parents and Sabbath-school teachers tho
Saviour bas been knocking everyday.

III. When does Jesus thus knock?

Ia childhood, in youth, in middle age, now, to.day. Some onse
hore to-day has often heard it, 1o ! these many years and Jesas has
followed you through your many wanderings, it may be into this
church, and here and now speaks to yon once again. No ono can
toll how soon this loving voico may bo hashed and give place to the
loud, hollow, awtul voioe of death. Beforo the greas clock of time
shall hava strunck theiast honr of this departing year some ono
here may pass into eternity. 1any who began this year with us
aro now gone and wo are left and the Saviour nuow stands and
knooks with a voico too clear and startling to escape thoe deafest
ear, the most seered consoience and arouse perverted resson and
stabborn will.

‘When man hears this voice and knows whe it is that knocks it
is for him to say whether or not the door is to be oponed and the
Lord of Lifo and Glory lot in. He said when on ecarth, Ho conld
do no mighty works at Nazareth because of their anbelicf. May
this not bo snid regarding tho work of galvation in any heart hero
to.day. There is no repentance in the grave. They at whoseheart
tho Saviour has knocked unheeded shall knock in vair. at tho gato
o heaven. They who would not opon tho door of their hoary and
let Ohrist in to sup with them must somo day see others going in
to the marriago supper of tho Lamb and they thomsclves in their
folly and madness shut out. Some oxcuso themselves by aaying
their heart is 8o unwilling and try to makeit a moro fit abode for
Him, and without Him fail overy time becauso He says * Withoat
mo yo can do nothing.” o must not try to do His work. Wedo
not wait till wo got well befors wo call the physician, we must not
try to do what Christ alons can do for us. His preasence in our
heart will soon make it His dwolling-placo. Let ourprayer to Him
over bo and He will angwer it

¢ Oh, make our hoarts worthior Thee.”

Lot us all givo tho Saviour a more anrcserved welcoms into onr
unworthy hoarts to enlargo and illumine them. When wo do this
our wesk Iaith will bo madoe strong, our oold luke-warm lives warm
and fervont in Hia servico.  When Ho drawas us day by day nearer
to Himself, ncarer to cach otber in luving fallowship till at 1ast oar
union with Him shall bs completo, when wo sit with Him and He
with us o the marriage supper of tho Lamb. Amen.




