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064 " The Presbyterian Review.

Tins bronght ont apecchos from Rev, Dr, Laidlaw who thought
the amendment wonld provent the publication of hymns in separato
baoke ; Rov 1) J Macdonnell who thought thoamendment should
bo reserved till a Iater stage, Rov, Dr. Scrimger, who hold that the
Committee had not dealt faicly with the Assembly 3 from Dr,
MacRae, Collingwood, who thought thoe book would be too Inrgoe for
children and prayer meotin

Dy, Cavan atated that ﬁo had tried to understand tho seven
recommendations of the Canmittee and had been miore puzzled by
them than ho had ever been by the Fyustle to the Romans. (Laugh-
ter ) It was preposteroun for the Comnutteo to pul-linhox\o Inrgo ook
cantaining the wholo psalter and the wholeof v.  *_.mns, cto.,then to
publish a aocond ook, s snmlier one, containing only sclections and
then call thom one book. % hat hio wantod was that the book of
praiso annctioned by the Assembly should contain the wholo psalter
and that no book should be sanctioned by this Assembly which did
not contain this,  I{ anything was to be cut out let the hymns
suffer fn this, but dov not cut out the psalms.

Dr. MacViear called attention to the fact that the Conunitteo
proposed to publish threo books and ho ventured to prophesy that
the ono with tho hymns and only sclections from tho psalins would
displace the one with the whole psalms.

Rev. Mr. Horridgo do ended the action of tho Committeo from
the imputation of unfairness. The Committee really desired to
l:mnmlo and conservo the use of the paalis throughout tho Church,
Still tho Committeo was anxious to give tho plo o choco, viz,
that thoso who wish to havo the wholo of tho psaltor with the hymns
may have an opportunity to do so, and that thoso who prefer only
aclections of the paalms may have tho same liberty and so tho
debato goes on, amid periodic attompta to stop it.

Rev. R. Jolinaton contonded that the Church cannot nfford to
put ont any of the psalmas nor can we afford to allow the Church to
think that wo aro attempting to improve upon tho spirit of David.

Rov, I, Scott said: Wo ﬁm‘o to-day n soparate Hymnal from
tho panlter, but the fact is that people buy and use theftymnuwhilo
tho psalms are ignored. He would prcl%r that solections of the
psalms bo printed with the Hymnals so that the people cannot
ignore thom,

Tho sccond rocommendation of tho Commttee carried by 156
to 89,

Dr. Gregg then movod the third recommnendation of the Com-
mittee, which was to tho effoot that certain sclections and now ver-
aions of the panlms form thoe firat part of tho new Hymual.

Dr, Cavan opposed this fn a very serious wanner. He asked
why certuin seloctions of the psalins should be made in addition to
a book which contains the wholo psalter.  Are wo not going in a
wrong dircotion :  We virtually send forth & disparagoment of the
psalms. Hemoved in amendinent : ** The General Assembly favors
tho introduction into the new book of praise now and improved
versions of the psalms, hut in view of the fact that mix book
includes the whole psalter it is unnecessary and undesirable that
acloctions from the psaling should also be comprised.”

The Assembly resumed the discussion upon the third recom-
mendation of the Hymnal Committeo in the afternoon. One of the
moembers delivered w aprech a half an hour in length, during the
manfost impatience of the Assembly. At ats close one brother
moved, * Seeing that there aro two gundml members zishing to
speak, earh one bo limited tothreo mmutes.” The Moderator ruled
that the debato st go on.

Rev. 1) J. Macdonnell contended that the Committeo aimed at
conrerving the use of the psalms in public worship, while Dr.
Caven's amendinent wonld tend to end theiruso forover. A debate
took placo hetween Dr Caven and Mr. Macdonnell as to the mean-
ing of tho former'a amendment.  Queation and answer, and cross-
question hotween the two gianta continued for fivo minutes; then
ﬁlr. Macdonrnell continued s adidress, holding that his position
had not been shnken.  Soveral others wanted to speak, but on vote
it was dechiled to take tho vote.

Tho Committee’s recommendation was sustained by 126 to 94
votea,

The fourth recommendatian of the report was unanimously
adopted,

In the fifth recommendation the following amendment was
moved by Mr. W. B MeMurrtch, Toronto: **That the Committeo
be empowered to proceed with the publishing of the book of praise,
having regard to the provisions of thia report, and to any sugges-
tions that may he received from Presbyterics up to the hyrst. day of
December next.” It was after someo discuesion, withdrawn, and
the recommiendation adopted with tho addition of the following
words - ** With a view of ita publieation for submission to the
next General Assembly.”

‘Tho mixth recommnendation was adopted unenimously.

The fullawieg was sulstituted {or the soventh recommendation
on motion of the Rev. 1. J. Macdonnell: ¢ Thai no book contain-
ing any portion of tho materials included in the book of praise
shadl receive the imprimature of the General Assembly unleas it
contains either the whole psalter or the selections from the psalms
whieh shall be approved by the Asrembly.”

The rewnining recottuendations of tho reporl were unrmmously
adopted.

The following aro the conclurmons to which tho Assembly has
now cote  **That the complete collection shiould be ealled * Book
of Pearse,” and xhould mclude (1) the whole of the pralms intho
metrical version, now ju use ; (2) selections from the prose version
of the praltna and other partions of tho 8. vipturo for chanting ; (3)
selections froa the psalms in the ordinary metrical version and
in othor : . raions; 14, hymns approved and adopted by tho Assembly
{51 Seripturo sentencys ; (84 that Presbyteries report thewr views
upon it to the neat General Assembly through the Committeo.

Fraternal Greetings.

During the debate on the Hymnal tho procecdings were sus-
&ndcd for tho introduction of a deputation from the Mcthodist
sonferenco of Canada, consisting of Revas. Dr. Stewart, Douglas,
Clapman and David Allison.  Thoy wero ‘prcacntcd to the
Moderator by Rev. Dr. Cochrane, The deputation then presented
an address of greeting. Tho address was couched in beautiful
langunge, oxpressing good feeling toward the Presbyterian body.
The membersof the delegation each made a brief speech, oxpressive
of the uuity and fellowship existing betwoen the Methodiat and
Presbyterinn Churches in Canada ; apoko of the excellent work of
the churches under the Assembly towards tho betterment of
Canada, both from religious and educational standpoints. It was
the deairo of ench church to sectho Canadian nationality character-
ized Ly that rightcousness which exalteth a nat{on, and cach was
%i\-ing ita best efforts towards that end, Intemperanco snd the
difficultics botween capital and labor were spoken of as lines along
which the offoils of churches should be directcd. Tho practico as
well as tho principles of justico should bo uphold, and the practical
working of benevolenco sought for in tho maintenance of tho oqun!
obligations between man and man,
Rev. Principa) Grant moved, seconded by the Rev. Dr. Forrest,
a resolution, *That the Genernl Assembly has heard with profound
atification the greotings of the Snprane Court of tho Methodist
“hurch in Canada, and would assure the highly-respected represen-
tatives who havo conveyed these greetings that thero ia no
that haso larger share of affection that wo fecl for tho Catholic
Church than has the Methodist Church of our own Dominion, and
that tho General Assembly thanks them for their presence and the
gencrous and eloguent words in which they have expressed their
sentiments,””  The resolution passed, and the Moderator tendered

. the thanks in an eloquent speech.

FYRASER RIVER F1.00DS.

Rov. Dr. Robertson read a telegram from J. M. Browning,
Vancouver, as follows :— **Reports as to floods in British Columbia
much cxagﬁomtcd. So far as yet known outside aid not required.”
Rov. Mr. McLaren sad he would like the Assembly to know that
p}:pbnbly hinlf the mission ficlds will he unable to contribute much
this yeur.

Assembly Preachers.

Rev. R. Johnston, of Lindsay, Ont., and Rev. J. Fraser
Campbell, of India, wo-cappointed to preach in St. David’s church
next Sabbath.

Home Missions.

The report of the Western Section was pablished in last week’s
Brvigw.

EAsterx SkcTioy.

Tho report of the Eastern Section was presented by Rev. John
MoMillan, Halifax :—Forty-nine ordsined men and fifty-nine
catechists have been at work during the whole or some portion of
the year. Of the ordained, twenty-nine bad appointments as mis-
sionaries for o year or more in particular fields, Somo of these
spent only & shiort part of the past year, compleling n provious
n})point.mcnt, or after having received a recont one; but fourtcen
of them dovoted the whole year to the work, and six more fully
ono-half thoyear. Theotherordained workmen, twenty in number,
rocoived monthlyappointments to vacant congregations;nnd twelve
hiavo been called and scttled as pastors in these charges. Of tho
fifty-nine catechists, four were employed continuously throughout
the year ; two moro wore at work during the winter ; and fifty-threo
during the summer of 1893. Tho good accomplished through the
Iabors of theso devoted men, no figures can set forth., They all
report a readiness on the part of tho people to receive them as
messengors of God, They have toiled in many places whers the
people are widely scattered and difficult to reach, and frequently
very poor in worldly circumstances.  But they have had tho satir.
faction of ministering tho bread of lifo to hungry hearta; and have
found tho parjakers of their spiritual thingsready to communicate
to them of their temporal.  If carefully fostered, all the flelds where
our agents worked will ultimately becomo self-sustaining charges,
and in turn help to nourish their outlying atations, ss mission dis-
tricts, to grow into new congregations. g‘his is, in substance, the
conclusion cxpressed by the men who labored in many of even the
least favored rogiona. They aro deeply impressed with thaimport.
ance of the work to the Churcl’s growth in the days to come, and
wish to arouse the whole Church to o senso of her obligation to
provide her people now and fully with the tenching and preaching
of the Gospel, 8o that none of them may become indi}}arcnt to
Christian daty, or lukewarm in their attachment to tho church of
their {athers.  God's blessing has been upon the work of oor mis-
sionarics, and Mis hand has been over them for good during tho
year. Your Committee desiro to record their gratitude to Him for
the many tokens of His approbation which Ho has given ; and to go
forward in this grvat work realizing on the ono hand the guilt of
neglecting 1o rerch any of our peo fo with the word of God, and on
the other tho r.itter futility of our labor without the baptism of His
Holg' Spirit.

‘or the first time in the bistory of ?'our Committeo thoy are
confronted with a heavy debt of 8235521, As thostatemont of the
finnneeaalready given shows, this debt hasarisen not from decreascd
liberality on tho part of the people, but from an inoreased expendi-
ture, partionlarly on additional ordained missionaries, and also on
tho supply given to woak congregations while vacant, Tho fact is,




