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distriets where the population s very seattered, and,
fur the most part, very uncultivated.  As a Congre-
gationalist, T was quite free to reply that it might be
expedient for the shepherds of Patterdale not to
«rgapize o scparate Chureh for thewselves, bat
to nclude in their orgumzation all the Chnstian
people living round Ulleswater who could eonveni-
ently meet tegether-——uot necessarily every Suuday
~~for purposes of Christian vorship and communion.

But the question sdmitted of no resl answer, except

on the ground of the supernatural gualities and
endowments which are attributed in the New Testa-
ment to regenerate men. Igoore all that is involved
in regeneration, refuse to rcknowledge that wherever
two or three are gathered together in the name of
Christ, Christ Himself is present, and then nothing
can be mere inexpedient than to invest a dozen or &
score of illiterate persons with the administration of
the affairs of a Church. The most ordinary sagacity
would suggest the necessity of some external control.
1t would be expedient that their minisier should be
appointed for them by a bishop, a conferencs, cr a
synod, or that at least some external ecclesiastical
autherity should be able to prevent them from mak-
ing a foolish choice. A tribunal onght to exist for the
ultimate deeision of practical questions of Church
administration—a tribuncl where & keener sagacity
and a calmer judgment might be fourd than would

be likely to exist among a few shepherds, whaiever |
might be the uprightness and excellence of their |
- other Churches, or from Christia: men whoe may not

character. It would be impossible—so it might be
argued, for such a Church—f cut off from comwuni-

cation with Christian men having larger intellectual |

resources, to maintain to any good purposs the
iustitutions of worship.

To these objections to Congregationsalism there is,
g0 far a8 I can see, but one answer: Our system of
government is the expression of our faith, that those
who believe in Christ and enter His Church have
received the very life of God, pessess the direct
illum nation ef the Holy Ghost and have the special
and :upernatural presence and help of the Lord
Jesus Christ whenever they meet together i His
name.
would otherwise be an irrational and monstrous form
of polity.  We believe that the presence of Christ ig
assured, not to & large number of persons gathersd to-
gether in His name, but evento* two or three.” Ii1s
not vecessary that they should have smoeng them men
of ureat natural sagacity or of kigh intellectusl culture ;
it is encugh if, when they weet, they really meet in
Christ’s name—but  no man can say that Jesus is
ti:e Lord but by the Holy Ghost.” When Christ was
v.oibly present with the fishermen of Galilee, it was
vary unnpecessary tuat they should submii to the
eoaudt of the ecelesiastical ralers at Jerusalews. Or,

. the ather, are pot merely formal
" indissolubly associated with a charactenstic theolegy.

This is the ultimate vindicaiion of what .
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to take a fairer illustration, when Christ was present
with & ecore of obsenre disciples tn o Gaiileau vulage,
there was ro need of appealing to Peter, James, and
Jubn, who might have happeoed to e prenciung in
Capernauny.  And Christ's presence with the shep-
herds of Patterdale would be suflicient reply to all
who challenged their competency te dischargs the
functious of Chureh government

The differences between Congregationalism on the
one hand, and all modifications of the piscopalian
or Presbyterian system of Church organizat:on on
Uur polity is

We decline to surrender the independance of separate
cougregations to a bishop, a synod, or a general
assembly ; it is enough that in the obscurest aad

~ smallest of Chinrchiss we have Christ with us; it is

euough that all the true wmembers of such a Church
have been made partakers of the Diviue nature, and
received the inspiration of the Holy Ghost. What
they bind on earth is bouad in heaven; what they
loose on earth is looged in hesven. For a Church
to declare its incompeteney to determine il form of
its worship, to terminate disputes amony its mem-
bers, or to make & wise appointment to the minisiry,
is to renouuce its faith in the mystery and the
blessedness of that most intimate usiow with Christ

" whichi is reslised in the communion of saints.

it does not follow that a Churel should refuse to
avail itgelf of the counsel which it way derive frcm

be among its own members. The light that God
gives both to individuals and or mmunities comes to
them in many ways. It comes through the autheri-

" tative teaching of apostles preserved in the New

Testament. It ecmes through the illustration of the
laws and prineiples of the kingdom of beaven con-
tained in the history of the Cuurch. It comes
through the counasels of those who have bad a large
experienee of human life, and have long dwelt in the
presence of God. For a Chureh {o asail itsclf of all
the assistance it can obtain in srriving at a right
decision on questions which may perplexit, is an
obvions duty. It should receive tbe teaching of
Christ, from whatever quarter that teaching may
come. But fora Chureh to declare that it cannot
rel7 on the certainty of receiviug the light of Gad,
and to remit the uitimate government of ite afluirg

" to an external authority, is an set which correspends

very closely to the blind surrender of our individaal
iife to the contrel of a priest.

The temper of our times is hostile to the theology
which constitutes the basis and justification of Cou-
gregationalism. There is a deep reluctance, even in
the hearts of Christian meu. steadily to confront the
stercer aspects of the moral and spiritual ecendition of



