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districts where thie popîulatiomn is verv Scattered, and,
fotr the nîit Part, Verv incultivatîtI. As a Congre-
gatioiialiat 1 was quite fre(à to replv that it~ iigýlit be
expedienit for il.c 8lwpliedcf (4attvrdale not to
( ganiize fi kseparate Churech for theuiselves, but

to include in tlieir orgauw.ation all the Christian
peopleliin round Ulleswater whe could cnei
eutiy iieet teeterno ec-sttrily every Suuday
-for j;eîrpo>ses of Chriztian v-or:nhip ati coxnnxun.îon..
But tlic question admitted of neo real answer, except
on the grouuid of the supernatutral qualities ani
enidowmnents which are attributed in the Ntw ceBta-
inert to regenierate muen. Ignore aIl thiat is involved
in regeneration, refuse Vo ackniowledge that wherever
two or three are gathered to,,,ethtcr in the naine of
Christ, Christ Iflixseif is present, and then niothing
cati be more inexpediùnt thau to invest a dozen or- a
score of illiterate Persons with the administration of
tho affairs of a Cbureli. The moest ordiuary Fagacity
Would suggest the necestýity of some ex ernal centrol.
It would lie exi-edicnt that their minister should be
appointed for theni by a bishop, a confercuce, <'r a
synod, or that at least some external ecclesiastical
auttiority should be able Vo preverit thein from in&k-
ing a fooliali choice. A tribuual ouglit Vo exist for the
ultimate decision of practical questions of Churcli
administration-a tribunatl where a keener sagacity
and a calmer judgment miglit lie found than wouild
be iikely to exist, a<nong a few shepherds, wbatever
maight lie the upriglitness aLd excellence of their
character. 1V bol e impossibe-so it miglit be
argued, for snch a Churcli-if cut off frein commîuni-
cation with Chrxistian men having Jarger intellectual
resources, to rnaintain to any good purpose the
î:<Atitutions of worsbîp.

Io these objections, Vo Congregationaiisni there is,
so far as 1 cau sec, but one answer:. Our systtin of
gv -rra~eut is flic expression cf car failh, that tlOFse
who believe ini Christ and enter His Clhurcli have
received thie very lîfe cf God. possess fLic direct
illum nation cf the lloly GLost, and have flic speexal
and .,uperiistiii-al presence and hielp cf mixe Lord
jesus Christ %%-xenever thev mcLee t'gc-thcr in ais
naine. This is the ulîiniate vindicaîion cf wlxat
would otherwise be an irratioýnal antd uxnstrous fox-m
cf plx.We beieve, that fice presence of Chirist is

as -c.nef Vo a large numnber of perso.ns gathere, to.
geth0er in is naine, but eveni t " two or tlhree.* izx
noV iccessary that they should haeamong thenx men
Of -reat natural sapgacityorof Ehzh intellectual culture;
it is, enough if, when they tacet. they rcally incet in
Chirxst'sý naine-but acin maxi can say that JeEus iýs

teLord but by the Holy Ghoýst." V,*ixen Christ was
vibly presqrit with the fisheruxen -J C-allee, it was

ç.iy un ecessrr t1lat t1hey shoul1 submit to the
o~î~ f the ccciesias4ical rxîlers at icrusalein. Or,

te talie a fumier illustration, wlicu Clîritt was present
with a ecore Qf obscure disciples in ni GailAeu lge
there was ne zxeed of appjealîng Vo Peter, Jaknes, auid
John, wbo niidxrt have lipet o 'ýe prcachîugii iii
Caperuainux. Aud Christ's preseuce %vitii the slîcp-
Ixerds ci Patterdale woultl be sufiiciunît reîulv to al
who chlallenge]d t1leir counpetency tu diticixarise,- the
fulnctis of Churcli govcrn<uient

Tlie difféences betven Cogeaiîaixxon t1he
co baudf, andI ail modificaticirir, of tlîA Episcojîa)tliani
or I<ri-sbyterian systeni df Chiurch orgýanizat:on on
the ot4her, are not merely toritnal o~ur polîty is
iiinscînblv associattd with a character»:tie hoc y
\Ve decli ne Vo surrender the oneedec f separate
congregations Vo a bîshop, a syneod, or a general
a8seinbly ; it ix enougli tîxat in the obscxxrest a-ad
smallest of Cliixcheôs we have Christ with us ; it is
eneough thiat ail the truc inembers cf suchi a Churcli
have been made partakers of the Divine nature, andI
received the iaspiration of the loly Glihost. Wliat
theyv bind on earth ix bound in hleaveni; what thcy
booss on sarîli is boosed in heaven. For a Chtnrch
te declare its incenxpetency te determine 1,ime form cf
its worslxip, Vo terîninate disputes amcug- its nieu-
bers, or to niake a wîse ajîpointinent te, the ministry,
ix to reneunce its faith ini the nxystery and the
blessedncas cf that meost intimate union withi Christ
which ix rsalissd in the communion cf saints.

IV do-?s noV follow that a Churchi should refuse te
avail îtself of theý couasel which , ' may derive fîcax
other Clhurches, or frein CLiristiaxi mcn who maay ynet
be amnong its own memberi. Th.e liglit that God
gives botli to individuals andI cc minunîties cornes >
thein in inany ways. IV cornes tlxrough the authori-
tative teaching cf apostles presercýetI in the New
Testament. lit cornes throngh the illustration cf tlie
laws aud priuciples cf the kîngdojn cf heaven cou-
tax;ncd ini ths history cf the Cà.urelx. IV cornes
tliracg ths counsels cf thiose whc have bad a large
experienceocf huxman, life, and have long dwclt in tixe
presence cf GotI. For a Chiurcli te aail itsclf cf ail
tlic assistance iV can obtain in arriviag at a rîght
decision on quertions which nxay perplex it, :s un

obi îs uty. It sîidreccive the t-aching cf
Christ, frein w1hatever quarter that tcaching Mav
cimýae. But for a Churcli to> declars thaV it cannot
rel- on thec ertainty cf receiviug- the liglit cf (led,
ant o remnit the u1timate governinat of itls affairs
to ani external authority, is au art whichi corresponds
verv closcly to the bhxxd stîrrender cf our individual
lfe Vo the contrel cf a bîniest.

The temaper cf eux- ixes is, hostile Vo Vhse thcology
which constitutes tiic basis andI justificatio-n (if Ce-
gre«ationalisin. The-re is a deep reluctance, even in
Vue hearts cf Christian Mn. stvadily Vo coafroat t1lc
sterner aspects cf Vue nie)rai and spiritual condition cf
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