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¥ Ye are complete iit Christ.””—CoL. 11. 10,

YrERkE is, then, atrue way tn Christian
perfection, It is the will of God that the in-
dividual, aiid the whole Christian body, should
be made coinplcte.

And there 1s oily one wag to Christian per-
fection ; out of this way, men are incomplete
and imperfect. Something is wanting in
every one who is out of Christ. Without
Him, the soul and life of man is a fragment—
it has no consistdncy, no harmony, no mean-
ing, without Him. A soul clothied with all
other ornaments and endowments is poor aud
destitute witl:out Christ.

“And to be in Him Is all that_is needed.
e is essential to every soul; and where He
is, the root of eveiything else that is required
by a human soul i3 there too. Thisis the
Janguage and expetience of Paul. It was no
new doctrine to the Colosslans. It was the
faith which Heé delivered to thein at the he-
ginning,—it was the cld doctrine swhieh "I'im-
othy and Epaphras had taught them,—it was
the first subject that was predched to then,
and the main subject ; amy every other sub-
Ject hinged on it, and derived it3 force from
it. It formed, in short, the substance of the
Gospel. Tor this truth, Paul and all the ser-
vants of the Lord laboured; and if they
agem 10 have lahoured with superhuman ac-

man perject in Christ Jesus.” (Col. 1. 28.)
But thtugh the Church at Colosse had heen
instructed i this truth before, it needed again
to be rentinded 'of its true foundation ; for in
that, as in many oilier luealities, grievous er-
rbis soon sprang up, Uy which men were
drawn away from the *slmplicity that isin
Christ,” and were deeeived and injured ; and

-all error in Christian doctiine and practice

contains its danger in this, that it shuts out
Clirist, and lets in another ; it banishes Him,
and lets in the world and self.

As loug as men cleavt fundamentally to
Christ, and give Him the place which He
claims in the work of thejr soul’s redemption,
they are in the path of perfection.

T shall uotice oune or two ways in which the
individual and the body is complete in Christy
that i5, in which alt the purposes for which
tite soul and the Churth were created are
served :—

1. In point of safely, Ye are complete in
tusting to His reconciliation.

‘I'his is at the root of all religion. With-
ott this simple trusting in the work of Christ
the soul has no rejigion—no binding together
to its God—no sense of security. “We
have redemption through Xis blood,” that is
our confidence ; if we.have that, we ave com-
plete in Christ so far as safety is concerned.
“He is our peace.” * He has made peace
by the blood of His cross.” Without this
affectionate leaning on His work, there is in
the soul a seuse of insecurity—there is dis-

tivity and zeal, the explanation of their con- | trust, suspicion, fear.
duct is to be found in this,—that *they! . Forms there are, indeed, of Christianity,

ireached, and warned, ané taught,—labour-
untgr and striving that they might present every
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both in theory and practice, which keep out
this essential clement of the religion of the



