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throo which precede it. and its latitudinari-'and thus, after all, the * residuaries” may is simply that the opmions which they made

anisn is, if possible, even more gross and get their own back again the topic of such fierce conflict aud denunci-
palpublc. It is said that ** both coulmunions - ‘ution are not ol importancc enough to prevent
attach equal and paramount importance to, (From the Scoteman ) their incorpotute union—that things that

the prcdominancc o!' the l‘cligiou*. and more,  The pr()jc:tcd ubion between the Frce and were called ,)erlll‘) :uulupostucy."uml other
especially of the Scriptural, clement in all the United Presbyterian Churches, already in- tuch names,are not things which should stand
schools und seminuries which are subject to fluentially announced in our columns, is itted it the woy of the same wen still with the
their own influence and control.”  Granting to excite chicfly surprise among those whose sume opimons becoming finternal and identi-
this, though wo know that it s strongly jnemorics are retentive of the not distont past ; cal.  Iiven on this we say no miore than that
denied by Free Churchumen, what is the and even among those who may look only at we are glad of the result—ecspecinlly es a-
practical inference deduced frow this rule? e present and altered  circumstances, the tother proof that these clerienl comminutions
Why, that, as regurds the State, * it i not apnouncement may perhaps create as much $0 common in our time, and of which even
neceNsIry tlmt. any fixed prin-iple should of fear, or at least of wisgiving, us of hope.:our humble selves have had a lurge shate
he laid down, in the event of an union being Union, and especially smong Christians, is,serve i out ** hot and hot," have really no
happily effected.”  In shori, the object ordinarily and in its nature a thing to be meaning, force, oreflect whatever.  Perjurer
o be secured only by getung rid of all Qesired ; and though, except on such anOrapostate, Papist or Infidel—all such phrases
«fixed principles” whatsuever.” What one oecasion s this, one is searcely pormitted from ecclesinsticul lips do not mean the thing
thing could not be managed in this world ¢4 say it, the differonces which keep they signify, but are mere aids to rhetoric,
by abanduning and repudiating * fixed prin- some hodies of Christions sepavate from, wuch like tol-de-sol in a drinking chorus.
aples” whenever they happen to stand inignd at war with cach other are ludi-. We always felt so and said so—aud it is not
the way ?  The process is simple and decis- crously or deplorable insignificant.  Never- for us to raise objections to this new and
ire, and the resuit beyond all question, itheless, union may te accomplished on terms *ignal proof of the hollowness of that sort of
The last rqsolution is one in favour of the neither honourable nor likely to be beneﬁcial;”‘u"dcr-
Sibbath, which seems tho only point on:tg the contracting parties, and ulso injurious; The reul objections or doubts affecting this
which the subseribers e really ut one; and or dangerous to that Jarger portion of the proposed union are not that the parties, pro-
yet even here, we might discover, ot a CIGS&community having no share in thetrangaction. fessing the same opinions as before, now scek
scruting, some material discrepancies. It| Unionis notalw: yspeace. Unionisnotalways to muke nothing of what they before made
is notorious that, umongst the Voluntaries,|even strength—and though it were it is quite everything, but, Ist, That on some points
the opening of Crystal Palaces, Muscums, | possible, in a case like this, that the strength 'they profess in words a concord which docs
and Picture Galleries on the Sabbath, is a1 may have such an origin and such purposes'not exist in fact : 2nd,&'hat on some other
favourite scheme.  What we would ask of ag not to be desirable for the public wcal.]poiuts one of the parties seems preparing to
these gentlemen i3, do they contemplate on, 1t is as much in the way of inquiry as o' ;nbandon doctrines of which it ence assured
their union t¢ make this an open question)judament, and with the utmost respect for the foremest udvocacy, and, so fur as in it lies,
likewise 2 If they do not, we predict that|the opinions and motives of most of those to dumage interests and principles greater
they will not stick together for a twelve-, who huve signed the proposal, that we would than any that are pecaliarly its own.
month throw out onc or two considerations bearing|  One of the poiuts on which the unionists
on the questionswhether a union, under such|assime a concord which does not exist, is in
Oo the whole, we have seldom perusedterms and circumstancer, is one which the suying * that both Churches maintain the
any document 8o replete with nis-statemeats, parties can make with due respect to princi-.great principle of spiritual independance,”
fallacies, and perversious of common mora-, ple and with reasonable hope of profit; and, Undoubtedly this can be said ina certain
lity. It is caleulated to undermine theichiefly, asheing wore in our province, whether gense of each Church—but it is mere delu-
whole superstructure of distinet and demon-iit may not be such as to thresten a new dan- sion to say itin thesame sense of both Church-
strative religious principle, and substitute a gor to the public in such mutters as intellec- es.  What the one Church culls * spiritual
platform of negations and nonentitics.  No tual progress and Christian libeety, It is.independence” the other ealls ** ceclesiastizal
doubt, it is possible that a body may be impossible to forget—and therefore only do,usurpation”—and the *spiritusl indepen-
brought together without some cohering!we speak of it—that men composing the two dence” of this second Church the first used
medium—so may a repe of sand—but what parties now contemplating union, were, o toeall * practical atheism.” The proof 15
would be the worth or the use of it for anyivery few years ago, the most determined and,in the siwple fact that i fighting and Jalling
practical or efficient eads 7 The Free Church' birter opponentsof cach other on almost every  for wnat it thinks * spiritusl independence,”
may become an avowedly Voluutary insti- coclesiasticul question that arose. The bat-|the Fice Church bad no more strenuous op-
won, but it set out with a far different!tle never wasso fierce between the Dicsenters|pouent than the Church with which it is now
profession and vocation. The terms of the and the wen now composing the Estublished interchunging mutual assertions of perfect
proposed union with the Uniied Presbyterians' Chureh, us beiween the Dissenters and the concord on thut very subject. Another im-
arc in the last degree degrading andinsuiting men now composiug the Free Church.  For permissible assumption is that which deals
w such a body. It may be said, indeed, that!instance—and it is « fuir iostance—the di- with the voluntury principle as having lost
they will elevate the United Presbyteriane! sine now occupying the highest permaneut!all importance by the change which the Free
to their level; but all experience proves position in the Free Church deliber.'ely de- Church has undergone, not iu opinion, butin
that the tendency of such connections is|nounced the Whole of the other body now,position. This assumption comprises a two-
downwards—both parties are doomed to sinklcontcmp]nting union as ** perjured and apos- fold error. Surely it was not the possession
10 the level of the Jowest. At this result,'tate;"” and similar compliments, though iu;hut the principle which was formerly in con-
happen when it may, weshall not be greatlyimore humanized phrase, were discharged in flict— it was not because the one party had
surprised, for we have ever held it to be the'retaliation. Of course. if' cither party now and the other bad not a certain number of
nawral and legitimate issue of the I'ree'profess to have chunged its principles—if the,pounds a year from o certain source, that all
Secession movement. We do uot believe, one party had abandoned those opinions which those high arguments and hot denunciations
however, that the pumerous excellent andiled it to charge the other with perjury sud were called forth, but because the one party
high-principled men and women who still apostucy, or that the other hud ubaudoned held a certain principle to be enjoined by re-
adhere to the Free Church will allow them-|those opinions which brought suchaceusations ligivn which the other held to be forbidden.
selves to he dragged along with this Volun- upon its head—there would be nothing to bcl'l‘hut priuciple exisis yet, x_and s0 do the op-
tary movement ; and in the process of sepa-|said, except in praise of such a noble forgive- posing opinions regarding it, though certain
ration, we may not unreasonably expect that|ness of injury. But neither side profcsses men have not at present the power of prac-
the wheat will be winnowed from the cbaff,ito bave resigned ita opinions—the proposalltising their opinion in their own cases, But
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