The
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

While the other Presbyterian Churches
have been more or less disturbed by un-
happy dissensions, the Generid Assembly
ot the Church of Scotland met on the
23rd of May last in peace and quietness.
“There was no stirring guestion likely
to come before it.™ was the common re-
mark. ¢St in Seotland, in the ce-
clesiasticil  sphere, unhappily  always
means conflict.  The love of tighting i3
strous' e engrrained i the national ehar-
acter; and  there was no prospect of a
fight, it seemed as it asort o dulness
must necessarily  characterise the  pro-
ceedings of the Assembly. Well, hap-
pily, there was no embittered u)ntcnumx
of any kind, and yet there wis no lack
of interest.  Seldom perhaps has a Gen-
eral Assembly been more interesting.

There was even  two prolonged  and
excellent deb: tes——the one upon the sub-
ject Of the Loldes™s Formdia off Subscripl-
gon to the unj(wum of I ‘with ; the other
upon the report of the Committee on
Unionacith oter Churehes. “The speak-
ing on bodh sides ot these debates was
good and to the point: and the position
of the Chureh has heen advanced by
these  discussions. It has become  ap-
parent that the question of the Elder's
Subscription is mainly a practical one,—
that there ave many intelligent clders as
well as ministers intevested” i its settle-
ment on o simpler basis than the present
one: and  that such o settlement is not
hopeless it parties will only look at the
question by jtself, apart from general is-
sues supposcd to be involved onone side
or the other. ‘There can be nothinge
more becoming ina Church—nore evid-
ently a token ol its hes Ll hiness and vital-
l!\——!hm its cogeeity b i
this kind in the lwht ut l(“u(m.l\)l(‘ and
open discussion:—to do  this  without
compulxiun, becanse circumstances have
changed, and a new class of difliculties
and infinences surround the Church than
those which surround it when the pre-
sent Formula of Subseription were pre-
pared. 'This power of adapting itself to
the course of events and the atmosphere
of upinjon surrounding it,—of revising
or modifying wiat wis done by the ]c'r-
Llative pmwr of the Genersl As Sunhl)

in the earlier part of last century,—-is an
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inherent element of the Chureht's  life.
It may or may not he dvisable to make
any change. This is a subjeet for fair
discussion.  But it would areae little for
the living taith of the € hurch to recog-
tiise that thuo wis anything fixed or ml-
alterable in the traditions recalat-
General

ions  tranamitted from the As-
semblics of aformer age. There was
muach good done by these Assemblies;
and what they did - in saeh o nitter i3

not to be lightly disturbed.  Bat it is al-
ways the business of  the Chureh to deal
with new ditliculties, and not to allow
mere teaditionary  obstacles—originally
desigued to meet difliculties w hich have
quite disappeared—to  affect in any way
its nationat usctulness.  More, of course,

we argue for neither side, but only for
the Power of the Church—witich none

denies—to deal with with such a guest-
ion in the manuner which seems the most
wise amd most fitted to - broaden and ex-
tewmd its national work—and so to avail
itself of the service of all who are will.
ing to render it scrvice.

In the question of union the Church
did well to maintain its attitude of
friendly co-operation, especially with the
other Presbyterian Churelies around  it.
It may bethat these Churches do not
heartily reciprocate this attitude.  They
have smd, or m: ajorities Im\'c said  for
them, [h‘lt they will not have Presbyter-
ian union on terms  which the Church of
Scotland can never consent to. s if
Scotland had not  already had enough of
ceclesiastical disturbanees, they cah on-
ly seetheir way to o faternal embrace
after another conflict and  overthrow.
They have no wish to injure the Chureh!
—only to liberate it - to cut the rotten
prup of the Stare u\\'ny trom it. and set it
tree like themselves! This is very fine
talk, but it can hmll) deceive even
those who have got accustomed to it.
The Chureh of Seotland s what it is be-
catse of its conneetion with the State.
The principle of national religion which
it represents is vital to it. Its spivitual
powers  would remain; its property
might increase, if it were cut away {rom
its present aliianee with the State. All
this  goes without suying it, But *the
Church disestabiished” wonld no longer
be the Chureh of the Reformatic v of
the Revolution. It would simply be a



