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is much also to encourage us to labor for | of the University of Edinburgh, and by the
their good. If there is a, weakness about | licensing at Madras of the Rev. W. C. Van
their piety which causes them to yield readily | der Wall, as 2 preacher of the Gospel.

to temptation, yet we are often impressed |
with christian excellencies, which wmany of |
them maonifest—such as strong faith, deep
humility, great self-denial, and a constant,
readiness to make every sacrifice for Jesns’
sake and the gospels™ I can speak from éx-
perience, and truly say that my owr faith has |
been strengthened, and my heart encouraged |
in the work of Christ in sedsons of great
trial, by the example of the dative converts
around me. There are christians in these
distant regions of whose piety there can be,
no doubt, and who would adorn their pro-
fession of religion in any land.
- A d kg * -’
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[ remain, veéry sincerely yours, ' .
. Jonx GEDDIE.
Rev, P. G. McGrecor, See. B. G. M.,
.C.,L. P” o
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General Assembly of the Churoh of Scotland,

THE COLONIAL SCHEME..

The Rev. R. H. Muir read the report of
the Committee for Promoting the Rehgious',
Interests of Scottish Presbyterians in the
colonies. B .

NEW ZEALAND.—By personal communica-
ticns with the Rev. Y. Barclay, late of St
Paul’s Church, Nzjpier, holding a comu:ission
from the Presbyterian Church of New Zea-
land to bring the spiritual wants of the col-
ony under the notice of the evangelical Pres-
byterian Churches in Great Britain and Ire-
land, the committee had placed before them
the special claims of twa localities as present-
ing important openings for colenial mission
work. The committee entered with the ful-
lest sympathy into the spiritual wants of our
countrymen in connection with the Presby-
teriun Church of New Zcaland, and to the
extert of their ability have contributed to
supply these wants. .

From New Pljticuth the committed re-
ceive intelligence of the work done there by
the Rev. R. ¥. Macnicol.

Our congregation at Wellington under the
faithful faithful winistry of the Rev. James
Stirling Muir, continues to prosper. =
No chapge having taked place in the relations
of the comhittee 19 ¢he Presbyterian chirchés.
of Australia,noticed at the close of last year's
report, they pass to, oL

CevroN,—The Colonial Committee have
never failed to sympathize with the feflinig.
in Ceylon of the want of ministers connected
with the colony by birth, able to preach in
the diffacent languages spoken in the island.
The committeé have to announce the accom-
pliskment of their hopes, by the licensing
and ordination in this country of the Rev.
John D. Van der Straaten, M. A. and B. D.

From the Central Province the Colonial
Committee have to communicate the most
gratifying report of the constant labours of
ouf tissionaries ju’the Kandian coffee dis
tricte—the Rev. Gerard Middleton at Hapu-
tale, the Rev. H. L. Mitchell at Gampolia,
and the Rev. Joseph Burnett at Matalle. It
is gratifying to know that aiready signa ap-
pear of retarning prosperity to the Kandy
Extension Society.

The MavRrrics, aé is well known, has
been the seene of the most destrustive ca -
amities that ever desplated any place. Iu
six months fortr thousard people perished :
and fhany thouefinds moié, who were a year
before ** i comparatively easy circumstances
are nofs, in imparéd healh, snd struggiing
with poveérty.” To Mauritius the committer
are assuréd the General Assembly will extend
their fallést sympathy. ’ .

THE FaLKiaND 1$LANDS.—By the kind
assistance of the Falkland' Company, ti
Colonial Committee have opened communi-
cation with the little colony of Scotek peopie
in these remote islands; and as some expres-
sion ot kindly interest in their spiritunl we!-
fare, have sent them oat & supply of it
and of the prayers for social and famiiy wor-
ship. ° . ‘

ARGENTING REPUBLIC.—If will be maner
of sincere congratulation to the General As-
sembly, to Jearn that the work in the hauds
of all our brethren in the Argentine Repap-
lic is reported on Mmost encouragingly.

Beritisn GuisNa.—On matters of vi:
importadce to the prosperity, if not the very
existence of tha Church of Seotland in Driu-
ish Guiana, which formed the sabject of anx-
ious consideratio by the 'venerable Assemo-
?‘ last yéar, the Colonial Committee are abie

© report with less authority than they hoped

to do. Official docements they expected i»
have to lay upon the table of the Assembly
have not arrived. The recent retura home,
However, of the Rev. Mr. Slater has put'the
committee in possession of the unoficial in-
formation, that on’the 11th' 6f March las:
steps were taken by the ministers and elder«
of the Charch of Stotland in Demerara and
Berbice to form themselves into one Pres.
bytery to be named The Presbytery of Brii-
ish Guiang, in terms of the recommendation
of the last General Assembly; and that
“there is every probability that the execs-
tive will cordially co-opérate with the repre.
sentatives of the Church in the colony in the
effort Row being made to organise a court of
superitendence which shall challenge the
respect of all the adherents of the Church
and maintain an effective discipiine over its
own members.”

IsLANDS IN TEE CARIBBEAN SEA.—With
reference to the small grant made by the
Colonial Committee, to stimulate the exer-




