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For te~ Mont/dy Record. mily through in a decent way, may lie ena.
A WORD FOR T]3J 2001t. bled to, thank Cod and take fresh courage,

the family of the thriftless squatiderer %vill es-
These chili October winds make us; Oraw teeam your errand of merey as the breaking

our chair close to the fire and hug our coin. of the bright sui, ia a elnudy day, a heart
focts. Sitting hy the fire in a conifortable sourelI and hardened througli misfortur.e,
room, as the dayliglit 18 fading into dartc, oe rnav he drawn by your kifidness ont of itseif,
is very apt to faîl amnusinig on the great world and enablEd to recognise a gracious purpose
outside ia cities, villages and homes. At ia the discipline of a bard lot.
auch a time, in obedierice to the law of con- Sanie seek to be excused !romi helping the
tract, we begin te think of those who are not1 destitute, because so many of then are un-
so cunifortable as ourselves. The soothing 1worthy and ungrateful. 'l'rue enough. Oaa
wa~rmth of the rosy emnbers, the sensation of it be then that our path8 drop fatness because
comfort enjoyed s we watch the shadowa of 've are worthy and truly thankful ? No. Those
the busy blazes dancing round thte rooni, the who receive many tokens of God's favour of-
feeling of salety and independence alftorded tentimes forget ta> give God thanka. Every
as the wierd blast vainly attenipts hy ite ar- vain and selflsh pies for withholding help
tillery of rain and hall to storni our well nîay well he silenced by the humbling truth
s}':elded dwelling, ail help to 8ummon before thiat as objecta af God's rnercy, we are ail
memory's presence, cold and cheerless faces, brothers aitd sisters. Ingratitude meav w.ell.
sliivering thin-clad fora, aad homes whose ha put te t'îe blush, and love stimulared to a
evary corner is hauated by the grini ghio8t of generous and practical benevolence hy the
poverty. Ia the lull of the atorni we seem to grand example of Hiii whn died for us,
hear a aril inail voice whispering, IlPity the Il while %ve ivere yet sinners." The love of
poor," and On' the face of the tmerry fire to 1 God iR Christ truly apt»reciated and experi-
see iingraved the words, Il Whaî hast thou encedl, r-eprodtzcea itself to a certain degree.
that thou didst not receive ?" 1i l oving feelings and actions. If wve sin6 ere-

This is te many the sea6on of plenty, the ly helieve that ail wve possess has been given
scason of 8toring up the good things wilb jta us, that our fortunes have been made I1w
which God lias crowned thi8 harveat, and Le God and net by ourstives, and have heen en-
has crowned it with no aparing haad. litJ trusted te us as sn mnanv taients, of which we
many a store-roor a sd cellar there is aiready miust render an accouat when the master re-
a whole winter's supply, enough to laugh at turns, aur eharity would be more sponfane-
'want and care for six~ long inonths to coma, oua and generous. The common inistake is
and at*tbia season îoo, many a dainty delica- to consider things as our own, practically ig-
cy goes upon out table welcomed alike bw old noring God's band la thes disposing. of the
and young. But la many homes stores antd eveats and '-eutnstances of our lot. Tbough
delicacies arq great atrangers, while the pro- a conimon mi6take, il is not the leski a very
visions on the table faîl far short of the crav- selfialione. 0f course, it is flot expect8d, that
ings and necessities of nature. a man i8 to starve himself or bis famuly la or-

God lias cheered us with His loads of be- der ta hestow his goods upon the pour, but it
neflis, godlike let us seek to cheer and bene- la binding upon every Cnristian to make it a
fit those wJiQ fear to face the comning winter, matter of duty, if he cannot of priv'i1ege, how
knowving as tbey do, from aad experience thar. 'innch he can do to help the neeily; and, banving
it will bring aothing to thern but privation determined that point, t-o let n'o aier seiflsh
and suffering. A, litile froni a store would consideration fruetrate bis charitable desigus.
sdarcely ha xnissed, while it would rertainly Sitting hy the fire on a cold stermv night, one
ha. aý gxeat blessiog to an ill-olad, 11-lad fani- la very apt ta féel very charitable and to
ily. Give soinçthing, do 80Mething to re- frame noble resolutiona and ichemes o! be-
lieve the destitute even though it be but a nevolence which to-morrowy finds exuloded
little. Buqt, why ahouldcharity so comnionly through the Ilimpotence cf tbought." h i';
he conteni with no higher a standard than this vague dreamy way of building castles of
a little-a crust of bread, "11old* aboes *and kindiiess la the air of a cenifortable ron, a.;
clouted" and old garmenta of a very tran *spa- the iciter- wind bowls outaîde, that weakenq
rent texture. Sucn is net the» manner of aur power of doing gaod, robs tbe poor of
God's deuling with ntany af us, verily ne. many a corafort, and ceavarts what would bce
Hie bas given te ua "lgond w.easura, pressed a blessing into a niera bauble of the brain.
dao, and ahaken togaîbher and runnir1g Bet'.er iiet te vow than Ilvew and not pav.*
oves." Neyer, since the hour we ivere hemt and bette r stilI te offer a dove on the firbi
have we known the horrible feeling of being pramptings of pity, than te sacrifice an ox un
huagry and having niothing te eat, or cf be- the sItar of a good intention.

cn cold and having ne clothes te warm us~. Thcre ia Pe lack '> altars whereon we mev
Lt u!s give then ivith a generous hand for present to, tne Lord aur ftee-wili offering %'f

ne know net the good it la in our power te love an~d gratitude. Not a great, many steps
do aud tba happineas ne may ba the nieans frein eacii of our dwellings are nearis and
of con'ferring- by a timely gift St ibis season. homee, waiting te 'ce cheered and blessecl, and

'rhe widow strugglir.g bard te bring ber.fa- 11 ifv will, ours may be the deliglitfui privilege


