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~. ~frequeotly tnsed ig suggested by tht; figures of the British Divorce
Court of 1910 whicli one would presunié may lie taken as fairly
representative.--T.-tai nnxnber of cases heard 627, undcfended
5W0, defended 127, tried by Judge alone 567, tried by Judge
and jury 60.

The fart that the petitioner is ilot boundl ini most cases to
answer questions whieli would admtit adultery bas been crit-
icised. If the suggestions n-iade in the Iast two chapters in
regard to offences by the applicant are sound, this point ceases

<44- to lie of imnportance.
The usual regulations in regard to the forin of evidence,

and the compelhing attendance of wiîtnesses apply.
In regard to collusion and connivance, the practice ai>-

pears to be for the applicanit to safisfy the Court that these
have flot occurred by kt mere doelaratlin to that effeet. It is
most desirable that every possible check should be put onx
this phase of the niatter, as otherivisc the result would aniomnt
to divorces almost at will. 'l'ie Courts should bc given the
v-ery freest possible hand to adjouirn the hearing until any sus.
1-ieious circunistances ean lie fully investigated hy the Crown
atutlioi-i-es. One of the fundaniental ideas in conneetion with.
divorce is that if olle of the parties to a iarriage eoinîits
any of the offenees already re-ferred to iii the face of the op-
position and dislike of the other party, a divorce should lie tlie
relief of the latter if so desired. Uniess this happens the.
parties xnust niake the best they c 'n of life, so that the houles
broken up înay be kept to a mnumni--so that divorce xnay
uîot brecome a cause of seala Oland ilfid1elit,', but ilay econ-
tinue te be a relief therefroin. If thc- offence is coinmlitted4 with. the sanction of the other party merely for the j.urposc
that a union regarded as undeýsirable for reasons less funda-
mental than those suggested as grounds for divorvce, sueh for

J, < exaniple as incoînpatibility of temper, net anintiiîg to ab.-
1' solute cruelty. the parties should not lie freed from such a
j union. Alt.hough it is a question flot capable of positive pî'oof,

it would appear that wherc flic oft'enees are cornmi.tted withi
collusion or connivance, in znost cases, which are as a miatter
of faet those of adultery, the guilty party -will bie prepared
to go to the saine lengths (L.e., to commit adultery) wit-hout
such collusion or connivance. In En-gland the annual average
of decrees nisi for the period 1906 to, 1910, was 639; T1he King'a
Proctor interfered ini 26 cases, and 23 ilecrees wvere reverued.


