
THE VOCATION 0F AN ADVOCATE. 1

that one of the, most important things at which ev'ery ad-[
vocate ought to aim is this economy of his material which
enab1eg him to présent a picture in which everything that
is critical and salient stands out, and where there is no
danger that anybody will fail to see the Wood for the trees.

Speaking now from the point of view of advocacy, I
do flot greatly admire the famous speech 'of Portia in the
Merchant of Venice. 0f course she was a lady barrister-
(laughter) -and I believe it was her first brief; so on both

* grounds we must speak with indulgence and consideration.
But I'don't greatly admire her performance as a matter of

* advocacy. No* doubt that was a very fine passage ail about
the quality of mercy, and it would have been a nxost admir-
able way of addressing the court, supposing that Antonio
was going to be convicted; but when she had got in res.erve
that point about the pound of fiesh, I must say I think she
ought to have brought it out immediately. If I had been
tlhe Duke of 'Venice, though 1 should have decided in Portia's
favour, 1 should have made her pay the costs of the first
haif hour of the hearmng. (Laughter.)

But then, lawyers and barristers und judges are notor-
iously impervious to the inifluence of poetry and the drama.
I remember to have been told a story of a very shrewd, but
Peculiar English judge, who, I believe, was one of the best
judges of a horse that ever sat upon a bench (laughter),
but Who sometimes avowed curious literary opinions, meet-
ing one day in the Temple, in London, with Serjeanit Taul-
ford, Who, besides belng one of, the King's serjeants, was a
great Shakesperian, authority, this lamenteql judge said to
TàWufojrd: "Taulford, you know about Shakespeare, I be-
lieve. Telli me, what is the best, plày of Shakespeare to
read,'for I have neyer read any of them?". Serjeant Taul-
ford gave the rather surprising advice that he thought the
be8t Play to begin'-with -wag the tragedy of Romeo and
Juliet,. and meeting the judge about three weeksafterwards,
asked what he thoùght of it..' !What do I think of it? Why,ý
I'do't thinkauythng of it. It is a tissue' ofý ixnprobabili-
ties from. beginnîng to end.'" (4âughter.)

Sofar as I have been insisting that in the outfit of the
advotate, apart itogether from any question çýf kiiowledge
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