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accepting the samne obligation, the juriediction of the Court in
,qi or any of the qdamss of legal disputes defined in the a tîicie.
The classes so defined being disputes of a juridical character.

Disappoiritinent has been expressed in rnany quarters that the
Assernbly did flot decide in favour of'compulsory jurisdiction.
Whiie the delegates frorn Canada favoured conipulsory juris-
diction, they did flot feel that any just criticism could be levelledW
againat the great powers for not being willing to, go beyond the 2'
terrns of the Covenant at the present tune. The view expressed
by the representatives of the great pou-ers was that it was better
that the Court should be estabiished under the conditions nanird
in the Covenant and that by its strength and its prestige it should
win the confidence of aillthe nations of the world, rather than thatT-

cowpulsory jurisdiction should he conferred on it at its
organization.

Menibers of the Assembly differed on a very important question
of procedure, narnely, as to Nvhether the 2; ssenibly as such liad the
powecr to finally pass the statute creating the Court, or whether,
owving to the peculiar wording of Article 14 of thc Covenant, it
was nccessary that the question should L;e referred to the memters, .1-
and that the Governînente, of the respective members should give
their adherence to the Statute in the form of a prot.ocol signed and
ratified by themn. it was, therefore, agreed that the Statute
constituting the Court shoixld he submitted to the mnembers of the
League for adoption in the* form of a protocol duly ratified and
declaring their recognition of this Statute, and that as soon as this
protocol had been ratified by the majority of the nenibers of the
League, the Statute of the Court should corne into force, and the
Court should be called upon to sit in conforrnity with the Statute.

May 1 now refer briefiy to the organisation of th> Court, its
competence and its procedure.

Organization of Cour.-The Court shall be composedi of fiftcen
incnbers, eleven judges and four deputy judges, '<cIected regardlesa
of their nationality froîn ainongst persons of high moral character,
who possess the qualifications required in their respect-ive countries
for appointmnent to the highest judicial offices, or are jurisconsuits
of .recognized conipetence in international Iaw." .IY


