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respect is paid, and the busy wvorki 4weeps on as
bofore, unliceding the lesson.

Suicli slîould ixot be. Th'Ie world's sorroivs
nmust îlot stop the îvorlds*. work, but tliey sliould
give wvisdloiiii t.ue doiig of it. Godhlis forime»
a lesson iii ail Ili.% Providences, aîid theirs is tLîe
los.% if the les4son bc not, learned. In this suddeii
sad evanît Ile spea'ks vcry loudly.

le speaks to rulers and to ail iii authorlty,
--iving w-ariiing that soon, and perlîaps suddcil v,
tlîcy ina3 be called upon to give an accoount of
tlîeir steîvardship, ziot îniercly ta the people
wlhin thcy represeiît, but to the su;îrcaîc rulci-,
wvhoui tlîcy also repi-eseuit, for -' Ail power Is of
God, the powers thiat lx- ai-e ordaiîîed of God. -
0f kziins 11e is Tlîe King.

lie speaks to those Nvlio rnay be clinibing
anîbition's lieighits, îî-ith longing eycs upoîî its
peaks, reinmiding theiîî that tiiose peaks are ziot
tlieir final destiîîy, that deatlî too is tiiere, aîid
btdding Uîem look higlier, and mnake earthîly
powver and glory tî-lbutary to in fromn whoîu it
comes.

He speaks to the low-ly, bidding them envy not
earthly greatncss, for difference in position, is
but differenco ia responsibility and service; and
great and small alike must sçon lay aside ail
trace of earthly distinction, and appear, " a
plain and uinvarnishced coinpany of nion and
womnîi before t.lat God wio looketh not at Uie
ontward appearmice but at the lieart.

He speaks ta tiiose in active life, cliarging
theni to " do wvith their nîighit wlîat their hands
flnd to do, for Uie niglit cometli when no mxan
can 'îork."

le speak-s to homes, sliowtiizîg diwellers tîeî-o
that home tics inust. soon, anîd pcî-haps suddcnly-,
be broken, and pleatdiuig witli thin se to live
that wlieîî the partiîîg coines, it inay not, lcav-
behixid it; in înenory t le stiîîg of bitter, vain,
regrets.

lie speaks te workcers for God na lîuinaiiity.
urging thein be faithful, " redccîniîîg Uic tinîe,'
for opportunity for service %viii sooîî bc cndedl.

Hie speaks to the carcicss, %viîriing thecn of
the uncertainty of life, telliiîg tlîcîî tliat -' Now
is the acceîted tinie, now is the day of sixlvatticn";
wiîile God w-aits, and the Saviour invites, and
the Spirit strîves; and bidding tlîeî» "IPrepare
to incet thy God."

Ho speakzs to ail, reninding us tlîat, Luis is not
our rest, that liere wve have no eontinuing city,
that our life is but a vapor %-dhir.h appeareth for1
a little anid tlîeî vaîiisletii away, tlîat wvhatevcr
is donc in the way of working out a highier
destiny for our-selvesq, or of fulfilling "the chief
cnd of man," "te glorify God," must bc donc
quickiy.

Lot the voice of God witlî the opening ycar.
not pass uniieeded. IL may ho that "This ycar
thloc shait die. C
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For tho pat, sev.cîî îîontlis I havo bccîî laid
asicle frontî the active duties of the Master's sûr-
viee, aîîd diiring Unît tiîne 1 lia'.e licd ample op-
portunxity- to thîlîk about uny bretiaren iii the
work, anîd to pray vcry earneatly for the exten-
sion of the Saviour's igdomn throughout thc
lehoie wvorld.

At pr-sen t 1 anii not able to do very inacl in
the w-ay c'fvisitiing congregations, coasequenti y
it has bec» laid uipon îny lîeart ani conscience to
addrcss tlîis circiilar letter to ail îny brother
iiiister.s ha connhîction wvith the Presbytcrian
Clîurch iii Canada.a 1 trust this Christmais mes-
sage mnay lie recelved ia the spirit Iu which it îs
sent, anid niy earnest prayer is that 60(1 wiil
l>lcss iis more ani more abunu)lantiy as the days

God 'ias- greatly blesseci us ini the pa-st iii ordeî-
tîat, w-c ia our turn qhouid becoine a source of
blcssiiig tio othiers-, anid only to tie extent to
whicli we allovw ourselves to be so uscd, do w-c
i-ealise the~ iini objeet foi- whichi the Chîurcl i f
60(1 Nva-, establ ishced upon thiis earth.

If ceiîu one-haif of tAxe ieiiibers iii coîînectîoiî
w~ith our clîureîi at tie prescrit time wcro led tui
iw-nowledge thpir individuai î-esponsibility for
tlîcir o"îî sliare of the Ma-ster's wvork, and Nvere
wvilling, as ini the xigit, of God, to acecpt their
p>ositioni, the-t %vouuld ho- no lack of umen or iiieans-,
iii aîîy departînent of the Lord's work. Lot uis
x-oîneiber, howevcr, that Uie w-ork of the Lord
is oîîe hoth at home anid abroad, and w-hile auir
churchi, for the sake of coxivenience, lias divided
thc w-orl into different departreent%, tiiere, is iio
sulh distiniction ini God's woî-d, and, no iatteî-
lion iiitereste-d we arc iii a part icular scheme

weshouid not on thît accounit disparage or
uigetthe otlier divisions of tic saine greÀtt

%vork.
A nuimber of Uic uninisters of our church coni-

siler that one-tciîth of tlîeir income belongs te
thc Lord, and besides, tlîey înaintain that tlîey
-ire rcquired to give " free vili ofl'erings " ovaer
aiid above the Lord's portion. MLany, howcver.
do niot realize t lieir resîîoisiti!ity te so great a.î
extent, and therefore they do not nrge thecir
people to adopt this standard. flesides, in mt~ny
of our congregations there is no systernatie plan
adopted for col lect ing funds for the schemes of
Uiec vlircii, and, it is to be feared, that corne
ininisters refrain from advocating too ardently
the claims of missions, be.cause they are afraid
ilînt the general contributionîs of tue congrega-
tiens may be lesseiicd thcereby.

As a natural resuit, those in charge of the
different branches of the Lord's work are crying
for more funds. The eautl is urgent. Doors are
open on cî-ery Iîand ; mn and woinen are ready
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