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close range and finaily aimost touched it with the hand wa hou;
its flying. The following morning the owls'were ail gone. We
worked the thickets well for them but witbout finding a single
bird. Witb them disappeared a number of Long and Short-
eared Owls that were haunting the same localities the day pre-
%iaus and which we strongly suspected were to blame for the
death of the two or tbree littie owls whose remains wc, ran across
in the course of our rambles.

POPULAR ENTOMOLOGY.

Tits LUNA MOTIf.

By ARTRiUt- GîBaso%.

Among the many ktinds of beautiful insects wbich occur in
North Amnerica, th~ere are none wbich attract more general atten-
tion, when seen for the tinst time, th-an the large moth.5 known
popularly as Emperor Moths. 0f these there are eight dîfFerent
species which occur in Canada: ail belong ta the faniily
Saturmiida. The caterpillars of these moths, known as the giant
silkworms, are arnong the Iargest of the leaf-eating insects wbid,
we have. The larvoe are, of course, extw'mIelv voracious and.
during Ibis stage in the Mie of these insects, dcvouî many times
their actual weigbt of food. Norte. bowev-er. are of much
economic importance, but wbere several occur on a small ice
their work soon denotes their presence, and. if it is desirable tuo
destroy them, band-picking is the simplest remedy. Altbougb
the caterpillars of these Emperor Moths are so voracious, the
maths themnselves are unable to feed on account of their mouth
parts being aborted.

The Luna Motb, TroPsa Luna, wbich is figured on the next
page, bas most appropriately been styled "fair enipress uf tbe
night" and 'queen of the night."' it was flrst described bw
Linnoeus, in Systeina Naturoe, in the v~ear 1758, so bas long bern
known to naturalists. It is indeed ont of the musa beautiful of
ail inseets. The four wings are of a delicate green colour. tht
two front ones being bordered along the upper edge witb purpie.
or purplish-brown. which colour aiso extends across the thorax
near the bead. The bead, rest of the thorax, and abdomen is
white. or pale greenish-white. The eye-like spot towards the
middle of each wing is transparent in the centre and bordered
with lines of white, pale purpie, yellow and black on one side.
and dark purpie (or red), yeilow, blue and black an the other
side. The eve-like spot on each of tbe front wings is joined by a
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