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: gpecial poiuts to the cock; her bodyis massive,
and her legd strong to match her stout body. iler
plumage is perfectly black, the crest is large, and
the beard full and profuse. and the comb, which is
horned, fs much hiddeu iu the erest. As these
birds become aged a few stray white feathers will
appear in the crest, which, however, should be an
! objection in young birds. When but one breed is
kept, the Houdan would be preferable Lo the Creve-
ceeur, on account of its more lively color, but were
croas-bred Dhirds are not objected to, a few of the
latter with their remarkably heautiful eolor, when
in a bright light, their large size and handsowe car-
riage ; their desirable table qualitics, and the habit
of the hen to lay when all others are broody, would
make a very desirable addition to a' fiock of Jight
Brahmas, or white Cochins. Black fowls do not
. seem to become popuiar very readily, just as black
'I breeds of cattle have few admirers, in spite of their
;. many claims on the grazicr und the butcher, buat it
i,tny black fowl is to be chosen, we would certainly
1

give the prefercuce to the Crevecceur.

Hints and Helps for Farmers.

FASTENING FOR SWINGING Doors.—L. M. 8t.
Johp. Canajoharie, N. Y. aends the sketch of a
fastening fora swinging
harn-door, shown at fig.
1. The center-bar is
made of n piece of hard
wood, 14 inch thick, and
3 inches wide at the
ends, tapering gradu-
ally from the ends to
the central part of the
door. They are made
to slip loosely through
iron staples on each
batten of the door, and
are joined together by
halving the ends, and
putting a bolt through
them, and also through
the parrow end of the
guide which lies be-
neath them. The latter
is fustened to the door,
as shown in {he engrav-
" g, by arivet or screw which permits it to play back

g

Pig. 1.-<FASTENING.

" the guide are pushed to the right or left, the ends of
the bars are made to project beyoud the door, and
_ engage with the straps or mortises made to receive
them. The bars arc then firmly held in place by the
guide, a8 shown by thc dotted lines. The advan-
' tages of this fastening arc that it is always in place ;
@ g - i=  censily opencd
- ) . shiut,and when
frozen fast at the
bottom, the power
of the toggle-joint
easily loosens aud draws the end. The dooris also
fustened at the strongest place, and cannot spring
open ; the bar will hold without slipping, although
the mortises should become worn, and although it
) shouid be but slightly caught. becawse the guide
; holds it rigidly. The ends, too, are entirely out of
the way when the door is opencd, and if 1t should
blow to, they will not drop of fhems-lves.

i AN IroN Pig-Troton--In leoking over a cata-

Fif. 2.—P16-TROUGH.

fugue of the New York Plow Company, we find an
fron piy-trough mentioned.  Huving some time ago
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.liant reflections. The hen is afmilar in color and

aud forth. MWhen the central points of the bars and:

Fig. 4, — WAGON-JAOK—RAISED.

used similar iron troughe, we found them very du-
rable. and very cleanly, and far preferable to wood-
en ones of any kind. The trough referred to 12
shown at fisure 2, and can be procurcd at
cheap enough rate to make them generally used.

AN IMPROVED WAGON-JACK.—A reader of the
American Agricwlturist sends & drawing of a wagon-
jack, which speaks for itself. It isshown at figure
8, as down, and at fig. 4 88 raised. As scen by its
structure, the weight is thrown over the center of
the pin, or pivot, so that the jack can not come
back, and no fastening for the bandle is necessary.

A Case for Carrying or Keeping Eggs.

Eggs are the most fragile of thioge, and to be
carried or even stored safely, they peed to be pack-
‘ed in the most careful manner. Many devices have
been used for this purpose, but although some of
them have bLeen found availeble for business pur-
poses, none of them have heen adapted to domes-

Fig. 1.~8GE CARRIER COMPLETE.

tic uses for the storage of eggs. A “‘8afety Egg-
carrier,” devised and patented by A. R. 8prout, of
Lycoming Co., Pa., here illustrated, seems to meet
both of these requirements in the most effective

SINGLE TRAY OF EGG CARRIER.

wanner. Figure 1 shows the box, with the trays,
of which it contains eight, and holds altogether
36 dozen eggs. The eggs are held in place by
means of pins inserted in the bottom of each tray,
and forming a circular supporting wall around each
egy, a8 shown at figurc 2. Somc soft material is
wound arcund each pin, forming an elastic pad-
ding by which the eggs arc held firmly and secure-
ly. The trays, when filled. are placed in the pack-
age, one above the other, the bottom of ope form-
ing tho cover of the one brlow it; the }id of the
box holds all tightly in place. Swmall holes are
bored throtigh the bottom of each tray, the small
end of each cgg rests, and is thus held in the posi-
tion, which is the best for long and safc keeping.
Each tray of eggs may be ingpected at any time, by
bolding it to the Tight to determine their soundness.
For bouselold use, each tray forms an independent
receptacle for exgs i the package or box being pro-
vided only for the purpose of the shipper or dealer.

Stove for a Poultry-House.

A simple and safe method of warming a poultry-
house in winter, is as follows. With a few bricks
and common wmortar, build up a wall in the shape
of an oblong rectangle, twice a8 long as it is wide,
leaving an open space in the front sbedt a foot

wide and the same in hight. Lay upon this wall,
when 18 inches higb, 8o ae to cover the space withi?
the wall except about 6 inches at the further end,® |
piece of sheet-iron. Build up the wall over the irod
another foot, and then bulid in another sheet of
iron, covering the space enclosed all but 8 fo¥
fnches at the front. Then turn aw arch over

top, and leave & hole at the end for a stove-PiP®

Fi 2.—8RCTION.

Fig. 1.—sTOVE.
The stove thus made will appear as at figurg 1,

a sectlon of it as at figure 2. A smal) fire m&d“:
the bottom at the front, will then heat this 820
very moderately, the heat passing back and 10!

as shown by the arrows, will warm the whole ol
sufficicnt to make the fowls comfortable, and tbe
will be no danger of injury to their feet by fiyl
up upon the top, as it will ncver be hot if & mode! .
finc only is kept. The stove will be perfectly 882
and may be closed by & few doose bricks lald uP
front, through which sufficlent air will pass to k::d
the fire burning slowly. Ordinarily a fire 2 .
ovly be made at night, dnring the coidest weath

Grinding Tools.

The useful effect of many tools depends grestly

upon the exact grinding of their edges to a pro

DEVICE FOR GRINDING MILL-PICKE.

A cold chi~e!. for instance, requires an ed’:
of « certain bevel fo cut hard wetal, and 088 O o
different ancle for softer metal: the harder “;‘
work to be cut, the greater should be the ’{g
formed by tic edee, and the softer the mater ‘;
the more acute the edge. The same rule is
be observed in wood-cutting tools. But there

no tools whicl require inore exact and careful Srmu,
ing than mill-picks, and the first business of &

ler is to know how to grind his picks. Upon 1
depends the dress of the stones, and the quality o
work turned ont by them. The illustration e
sents a small grindstone for sharpening P'i:”‘
witich {2 run by means of friction whe#ls 0’ of
with leather, and provided with & gauge for # Pt
the pick at a variable angle to the stone.
auze has heen recently patented, hut is so #¢

il as to be worth a moderate fee for its u”'“gd
consists of a series of steps “raised upon & 810 ihe
piank, which is screwed upon tne frame O ,
arindstone. By means of the slot and a set ser? 3
seen below Uie pick, the gauge can be set for w‘:o‘
of difterent kengibs, and each step causes the

set in il to be ground at a different angle:
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