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residue beblnd, most of the ashi passing up the chimney in
the form oftan alinot impalpable powder. Perhaps tho most
cogent argument in faveur of the fact of its popularity ia that
althoughi much cnquired for in Montreal, theire is flot a
pound of it te hc ptocured. It bas ail been bought up at, priues
varying froin $5, to $7 pet ton according to the varyliig prices
of coal arI el ood. Its u-e bas, as yet, been n2ainly contintd
herc to cuilinary purposes and for fuel fur locomotive, but it is
extremely propabie tliat befure long, poat wvill ho made te serve
a in20t Important end iu manufactoring operations, enabling
us to utflize our large and valuable iron deposits.

At a recent meeting of the Royal Dublin Society, a highly
important report on the value of peat, as a fuel in Siemens' Gas
Furuace, ivas receàved frora Dr. Re% nolds the Society'e Pro.
fesser of Analytical Chemititry, who says, Il1 have much pleasure
in being able to report that the application of'- Siemens' Itege-
nerative Furn ' ce'1 to the cconomical combustion of rougb, air-
dried peat in great marinfacturitig operation, bas proved eonu-
nently succepsful in this country. Whien 1 venture te draw atten-
tion te this important practical inalter in a letter prescntcd te
theCouncil atthe comnmencernentoi illogfuel famine'1 in 1872,
thcoretical considerations chiefiy led me to the conclusion that
Siemens' apparatus 'vas best suited for the purpose. The Great
Southein and Western Railvay Company, hoivever, acting upon
the suggestion sud advice of its distingui-med engineer, Mr.
Alexander NMacdonnell, have since erected a Siemens' fernace
at their fine %vorks at Inchicore. This furnace bas now been
more than tvo i,months iu fuil operation, rougi andi poor peat
being the ouily fuel employed. Notwitht3tandiùg the loiw qua-
lity of the turf used, the degmee of beat obtainable is su, great
that the mclting point of steel eau bu easily resched. This
furnace has hitherbo been regalarly employed lu fergiag large
quamitities of !ron at luchicere ; andi Mr. Macdonuell infornis
%ne that the quality of the itou tsrned out from this peat.féd
Siemeus' fitruace is superior to that forged lu the commort air-
fimrace fed with the best coat. Stili mort- important isaflie
remarkahle resuit whîch bas been arrived nt by Mr. Macdon-
ne]l namely, that 5jl tons of roughi turf suffice to forge one ton
of iron in the Siemens' furnace, îvbercas six tons of good cool
or about twelve tois of good peat must be burned in the comn-
mon air-furnace iu order to produire the saine effect. Therefore,
a manufacturer usiug a Siemens' furnace cau obtaiu rather mure
beatiug effect front one ton of peat, casting 148., than another
using only the iir-furnace can derive froin one ton of cool ot
28s. Ib is calculated that at lest £3 los. pet ton of itou fotged
is saved at Inchicore by the use of Siemens' furnace fod with
puat. Itesuits such as these noed no comment. I mould only,
therofore, venture to express the hope that manufacturors mi ay
noir profit by the example aud experieuceo f tihe Great Soutiseru
sud Western Railway Comapany, sud may utilise someocf the
imnmense power which thse invaluable labours of Sir Richard
Griillth long since ptoved to, be sîored up lu the peat bogs of
Ibis country.",

Peat le, indecd, attracting attention almost evorywhero just
now. TlieWester-n Uuited States arc looking toit to smpply theni
7ith, fuel sud on eut reccut visit to thse wotks at St. Hubert we

ivote inrorusedthat thse officers of the Company arc constantly
rcceiiDg iuqtlresttomn bothhemispheres astothoe mostecono-
mîcal methods of production. Much of tic information con.
taiucd above has already appeated lu a New York dally-iui
fact it would.seera that part of the soties 0f peat deposita mcn-
tioned should bo aloug thc Northeru portion of timat State. Our
Cinadian pcatwork-, important as they are, isowever, promnise
befote vety long te become of mucis greater importance and if
they also.enable us to tura out the itou wo Lo rauch necd in

the extension ef out tailroads and for other purposes, tbcy can-
neot (ail to give an immense impulse to the generai industry of
the country.

News fromathe Stickeen mines is sonieîvhat conttadictory.
First a correspondent irrites that things are prosperoua and the
clains Payiug well, but tlmat ail the goed lilainis are taken up.
Thun iii about a mouuth it la stated that about a liundred di8ap-
poiuted minets; have arrived at Olympia, %who say tîmat the
Stickeen mines are the worst t3ei ever got up ou the Pacifie
coast and that hundreda of men are in the mines witlmout a dollar
or a pound et provisions. Tihe Ca! Vornta Manimg and Scientujic
I'res3 expresses8 itself ou the subjet as follovs :

"9It Feems as if repeateti bitter expI:tientee would prevent mobt
proajiectots goiug to the.,e periodical ilexcitements Il witlmot at
least money enougli te get back again; maor- especially ivieu
the maines are in as inhespitable and distant, a district as the
StiLkeen rivet country. Thie long winters ivere enougli to do-
ter inost men, bat the atories ot fabulons rîcbness - always
prevalent about noir mines - led many others te try their for-
tunes in the snowy tegions of Deasels lake. lit is probable,
howover, that some ot the men who iveut to tîmose ines must
bave made something, for a moath or so ago a correspondent
ivrote that ail the claim werth anythîug were taken up. IVe
suppose that the late arrivais at the mines, most of whom ex-
pected a good dlaim immediately, must have been disapp9iuted
in seeîng aIl the available mioing g:ound already located ; and
'ully realîziug by tisat timoi the rigour of thse climate ot the te-
gion, they madie np their mintis to return. 0f course such mn
ivill give the country a bad mame, as tl'.se irbo are lucky will
give it at goed eue. Many entisusîastic prospectera ivili net take
the %votds ot other parties about nev mines but must see for
themselvcs, auci in se (loin'-, they otteji get "4 bit"I badly. It is
strango, but rieverthtless tns'me, that ait the minîug Ilexcite-
mieut" Ilu British Ctektimbia aud that tegion bave turued out
badly, and a large proportion of the men who iront te the dif-
fer.nt, localitips, retUuned poorer but iriser mon."1

ln ni or the great inecase ju-t now taking place in the
number of A :ierican inventions introduced inuto Europe the s0
fat as possible universal assimilation ot patent laîvs is becomn-
ing a question ot moment te Ametican latentees, especially
iien wr, t aie into account tise loeau and unsatîs-factory nature

of the patcnt systerr.- et seule of the Euroeau nations. The
subject la being enctgetically considered lu England irbere a
deputation freni the AsEociated Chambcrs of Commerce lately
waited ou the Foreign Nlinister urging bis attention to the
subject of thse assimilation of the patent laws o! England and
the United States, irbicis would ho but a prelimiuary stop to
the assimilation ef those of otiser countries. 'Lord Derby feit
iuclined to encourage the stop but doubted whetber thse Amer-
icans wre willing to co-operate. Since tîmen it bas been pro-
posed to ferni a depulation of the Americaus iu London, repre-
seuting patent iuttests, wbo sbokild wivat ou the Fc roigu
Minister sud assure hlm et the intetest, fet in the United States
lu this inovemeut. The London members of the Executiic
Cemmittec of the Vienna Patent Congretis aise bave thse niatt,s
in baud sud it la said tbat they propose toi press it te au early
conclusion.

A number of Pullman cars wcrc shipped last fall fromn
Moutrmd te bc introduced on thse English rilroads. The cars
lu due tume made their appearauce ou the Midlaud Raiiway andi
are said te have caused tgquite a sensation." A trial trip iras
matie, froni Derby to London a distance of 129 miles, iths tio
cars cartymug a party of Enginets. The train iras timed ver>'
fast 50 as to, ascertain bow umucîs the cars would shako about,
and all other trains wiree sbuuted for this one.


