
492 TIE EDUCATIONAL RECORD.

novel and praiseworthy features. Emphiasis of tone is indicated
as usual1 by printing in Italies, besides which a system, of infiec-
tions wvi1l be found, though not sufficiently developed to call for
speelal p'otice.

The subjeet mat ter of these iReaders is for the most part origi-
nal, and put into the forma of a story into which extracts ýand

adpations have been ingeniously woven. A large amount of
information lias been Lhrown togetiier with toler'able ease and a fir
appeurance of consecutiveness, and if the p)lanl of localising events
docs now and thon bet.ray a loose conneetion, the schoolboy mind
is not apt to be hyporcritical about the unities. 0f the literary
mnerits of 11il that is net either adapted or extracted not mnuch can
be said. The information is grood, but the mode of giving it
piterile. Mr. Wilison in endenvouring to bring hiseif down to
the, level of his readers bastrango as sucli an assertion may seem,
fallen. be.low it luis is evidently the peu of a ready writer. Give
hirn a stor-y rcady made, anud lie caa tell it iii the simplest mono-
syllables, or put it ino Ilr~ "t1at is tiot very mnuchi worse than
prose, wvith iinos correct iii measurement, and with rhymes the
only fault of which is thiat they are so obvions Quit. they inight be
unendingly r-epeated.> This to, our mmiid is the o11e grave fault
in the books niow before us. Tiey con tain no litera.ture properly
so called. Information there is in~ abundaince to stock the mind,
and something tht appei!. in the imagination, but nothing to,

eduateth tate ndintllet.These readers seem rather to fal
below than risc above the literary standard of a elass, and there-
fore they canunot be eallcd educational in the st-rict sense of the
word.

Thec mnoral tone of the reading matter is unexceptionable.
Trit.hfiulne3s, integrity and prudential virtues zare inculeated by
gracef'ul and interesting examples. The morality, however,
t.hroughout bas a goody-goody smack about it. It is a soothing
s;yrtup rather than an active stimulant. We do flot remember a
single incident, the grand nobility of which would roube a boy's
soul. for the fight, like, some of Sir Walter Scott's stirring linos,
auid make 1dm resolve to be flot only a good man, but a great one.
One railier amnusingr chapter there is into -%hich some, very out-
landish lagphbrases a.re introduced, in order to warn boys flot
to use Gieni. Thie resuit., we think, ivili bc diamectrically opposite
to th.- intention. B. W. A.
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